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Hollywood's favorite 
fashion brand comes 
to Asia thru RP 


Confusing numbers game: 
How the dead are counted 


CUDDALORE, India—In the ocean of human 
loss arising from Sunday's tsunami destruc- 
tion in Asia stand little armies of stone-faced 
officials who have no time for grief or shock. 
Their job is to count the bodies. 

‘Their success has ranged from moderate in 
Sri Lanka and Thailand, spectacular in India 
to abysmal in Indonesia, The result is a death 
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Estrada shakes off surgery 
jitters with few ‘Eraptions’ 
By Armand N. Nocum 


HONG KONG—Even as he 
admits to being nervous. 
over the prospect of going 
under the knife, ousted 
President Joseph Estrada 
can still dish outa few 
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Erap surgery called off 


“This is not |. 
a time to 
be happy” 


SEVERAL Asian countries yester- 
day cancelled New Year celebra- 
tions as millions of people across 
the continent scrambled for food 
and clean water to battle hunger 
and disease after the most devas- 
tating tsunami on record, 

The death toll rose to more 
than 114,000 but the true scale of 
the disaster may not be known for 
weeks, if ever, as rescuers in his- 
torys biggest relief operations 
struggled to reach remote areas 
and grieving survivors searched 
for bodies. 

UN officials say children could 
make up а third of victims. 

In Hong Kong, the Tourism 
Commission said it would cancel 
fireworks displays scheduled for 
New Years Eve, New Year's Day 
and Jan. 2. 

In Malaysia, Prime Minister 
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi ordered 
all government-level celebrations 

.to be canceled and substituted 
with prayer ceremonies, urging 
the private sector to do likewise, 

“This isnot atime to be happy,” 
Abdullah said. 

Malaysian officials have recov- 
ered the bodies of 66 people 
killed in Sundays disaster, and 
are searching for up to 100 still 
missing. So fer, organizers have 
serapped New Years Eve count- 
down parties and concerts typi- 
cally held at landmarks such as 
the Petronas Twin Towers. 

Singapore's main arts center 
said its New Years Eve perfor- 
mance would now be a гетет- 
brance service for the tens of 
thousands killed by the earth- 
quake and tsunami waves. 

А minute's silence will be held 
at midnight instead of the tradi- 
tional raucous countdown in the 
final seconds of the year, the Es- 
planade-Theaters on the Bay 
said. 

A giant firework display has 
been canceled, 

“This year, in light of the 
tragedy unfolding around us, it 
would be more appropriate to 
usher in the new year in a more 
contemplative manner” the Es 
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RP sending forensic team 
to Phuket, docs to Sri Lanka 


By T] Burgonio and Alex Pal 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


WHILE awaiting word on the fate of Filipinos 
in tsunami-hit countries, the government is 
sending a team of forensic experts to Thailand 
to help document hundreds of bodies still 
awaiting identification, including 16 with Fil- 
ipino-sounding names. The government is al- 
so sending a medical team to Sri Lanka. 
Sharleen May Ang Tan, a Filipino reported 


missing in Phuket island, has been confirmed 
dead as the number of ather Filipinos possibly 
missing stood at 22, officials of the Depart- 
ment of Foreign Affairs said yesterday. 
President Macapagal-Arroyo ordered the 
dispatch of a forensic team to Thailand to as- 
sist in the documentation of the bodies that 
had yet to be claimed by their relatives, DFA 
spokesperson Gilberto Asuque said. 
“The assistance of the forensic experts will 
RP SENDING AS 


Yorac bucks PCGG downgrade 


By Ceres P Doyo and Fe Zamora 


‘THE CHAIR of the Presidential Commission 
оп Good Government, Наудее Yorac, yester- 
day reacted sharply to reports that the com- 
mission that she heads may be downgraded to 
am attached agency of an expanded agrarian 
reform department, 

"We were created by law and an administra- 
tive order cannot amend a law said Yorae. 


LIE‏ موم ILE TOLLED‏ وح موو ووو 


She claimed, however, that she had not seen 
the administrative order nor had she received 
any order, verbal or written, from Malacañang 
informing her of the new arrangement. 

But Yorac said she heard about it “through 
word of mouth.” 

‘The agency, which is pursuing the criminal 
and forfeiture cases against the Marcoses and 
their associates, had remained under the Of- 

YORACIAS 


DAWN along the beach near Khao Lak north of Phuket, a man offers prayers for the soul of his sister. مر‎ 


ARETHEY MAD? Two days after the waves of horror swept away thousands in the island of Phuket in Thailand and while history's largest 
relief operation is under way, four members of the Hunt family from the UK take the risk to go sunbathing on Kata beach. Ah, life isa beach. 


А ma's dilemma, other tales of tragedy 


IT'S THE stuff of many а parents 
nightmare: Which of her two chil- 
dren would she keep and which 


‘would she let go? 


‘That was the choice that con- 
fronted Australian mother Jillian 
Searle as a devastating tsunami 
‘swamped her and her family in 
the Phuket resort of Thailand. 

An Indonesian mother in Ban- 
da Aceh was spared such a dilem- 
ma. Badly injured and knowing 
she would not live, she handed 
her twins to another woman, who 
brought them to safery—guided 
bya snake swimming beside her. 

As rescue workers struggled 
yesterday to locate tens of thou- 
Sands still missing after Sunday's 
deadly tsunami waves swamped 
Asian and African coastlines, bit- 
tersweet tales emerged. 

The nightmare over which of 
her children to keep was all too 


real for Searle. 


Battered by monster waves 
outside a Phuket hotel, Searle 
was struggling to stay afloat hold- 
ing her 5-year-old son Lachie and 


| fails to get 
HK permit 
to operate 


By Armand N. Nocum 
and Volt Contreras 


HONG KONG—Trust ousted 
President Joseph Estrada to 
create a stir even when he is 
supposed to be hobbled by 
arthritis and preparing for 
knee replacement surgery. 

Estrada, described here as a 
“superstar patient,” had been 
prepped for his operation, tenta- 
tively scheduled for 9 a.m. yester- 
day, and had even fasted for it. 

But the operation fell through 
when Hong Kong medical author- 
ities refused to permit his 
US-based surgeon, Christopher 
Mow, to operate on the disgraced 
leader here. 

“1 don't know why this had to 
happen to me,” said Estrada, who 
seemed more despondent over 
the fact that he had to fast for the. 
postponed surgery... ماس‎ 

He said he had no plans on 
what he would do should the op- 
eration not push through. 

‘Mow earlier said he would be 
returning to the United States on 
Jan. 1. 

“I didn't know that will be en- 
countering this problem. Dr. Mow 
has been operating here since last 
year. Maybe there is a profession- 
al jealousy among doctors here. 1 
also learned that the other hospi- 
tals are envious of the Hong Kong 
Adventist Hospital because many 
foreigners come here for treat- 
ment,” the ex President said. 

Estrada, who is being tried on 
corruption and plunder charges, 
was interviewed in his 
P20,905-2-day hospital room. 

The South China Morning Post 
newspaper reported that Estrada 
had rented four private rooms for 
10 people to stay in at the hospital 
including himself and his private 
doctor from Manila, Larry Jocson. 

Estrada has also rented a 
2,700-sq flat at Park View, where 
rents are as high as P506,709 a 
month. He stayed in the flat on 
Tuesday night, the Post said. 

Over the past two days, he un- 
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Stars Vilma, Воуе shine brightest 


By Marine! R. Cruz 


SHORT and sweet, 

Make that short and sedate. 

‘The awards ceremony for the 30th Metro 
Manila Film Festival, now called MMFF Philip- 
pines, on Wednesday night was over in three 
hours, where ir used to take twice as long. It was 
also less colorful than last year’s edition and the 
опе before that, with more spontaneous ac- 
tion—a flea market and an auction of movie 
memorabilia—happening right outside the 
venue, Не Aliw Theater at the Cultural Center 
of the Philippines complex. 

Even the "Stars of the Night,” Vilma Santos 
and Christopher de Leon, wore black and grey. 

А series of technical problems early on in the 
show was the closest that the evening got to be- 
ing “eventful.” There were no walkouts, no 
brickbats, no exposed breasts. In short, the pro- 
ceedings were orderly and the sexy starlets be- 
haved. Juliana Palermo—she who flaunted her 
assets without breast-beating at a previous 
show biz event—was in a coverall debu- 
tante-pink gown that was almost puritan white, 

Producer Lily Monteverde's tearful accep- 
tance speech—for her МАО Films’ "Mano Ро 
3" as Best Picture—was met with no more 
than polite applause. 

STARSIAG 


THE BEST there 


ilma Santos and Christopher de Leon triumph 


at the Metro Manila Film Fest awards night at the Aliw Theater, 
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Palace laughs off ruling оп ЕМ money 


Зу Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. specifically the PNB money. Marcos wealth has been deposit. pinegovernmentsaccesstosome ment to be given to the human 
"The assets have been turned ed by the government to fund 3683 million Marcos money cur- rights victims, but the US federal 
MALACAÑANG yesterday laughed off a United States over to us and have been ear- agrarian reform. rently held in escrow bythe PNB, court said Manila could not do со 
court's decision blocking access to the $638-million bank marked, pending legislation, for _ "That has already been trans- At the Senate, Minority Leader because it was not a party to the 
E uud " ank compensation to human rights ferred to the hands of the PCGG, Aquilino Pimentel Jr. said yester- settlement agreement. 
deposits of former President Ferdinand Marcos, saying (014 зод sng Це erie Ри Код day tak CR = кеш ен Л 
несіне исте акен ما‎ grana nanak a етігі victims and land reform,” he said, and deposited to the DAR,” Se- day that Congress should imme: Ina phone interview, Pimentel, 
2 ЦЕН = adding the US court was “just longa said in an interview. diately pass a bill that seeks to who sponsored the human rights 
"The ruling is academic be- Marcos estate in 1998. Е proceeding according to their ОҒ the $683 million, Salonga compensate human rights victims compensation bill in the Senate, 
cause we are already holding the Тһе court ruling effectively process.” said $100 million was earmarked о the Marcos dictatorship follow- said the country already had the 
funds that are the subject of the prevents the government from ` «What is important for us is for the human rights victims. He ing the decisionofthe US court, — settlement money in its hands. 
Court case,” said Press Secretary touching the $683 million held in that whatever amount is being said the legal fees of the lawyers | Pimentel said this bill could be | Тһе bill had already been spon- 
Ignacio Bunye in an interview escrow by the Philippine National talked about is already in the hired by the PCGG to pursue the tackled in the special session sored on the Senate floor as early 
with RMN radio. Bank among other Marcos assets hands ofthe Republic," hesaid. ill-gotten wealth case against the called by Malacafiang on Jan.5 to as November and had undergone 
‘The US 9th Circuit Court of Ap- held in various banks around the Former Presidential Commis- Marcoses were also deducted. 7. deliberations. 
peals on Tuesday rejected an ap- world. 2 sion оп Good Government chair “Тһе Inguinen report on Page 2 "This is to show America that It aims to set aside P20 billion 
peal by the Philippine govern. Ви Bunye sald the ruling Jovito Salonga agreed with Mala- (Dec. 30, 2004, issue] is wrong.” ме have our own legal system,” -as compensation for righis и 
٤٤ clea ne ы وی مته ووس و‎ Salonga said Pimentel said, 8 tims of the Marcos regime. With 
er сас! government's pursuit of assets il- Salonga said more than $500 Тһе Inquiner reported that a The government had’ chal- reports from Fe Zamora and 
human rights victims and the legally amassed by the Marcoses, million from the $683-million US court had blocked the Philip- lenged the $150-million settle- Christine Avendaño 


LPG price gsx улу, шо | ОМА: 2005 a year 


to be cut 
of urgent change 
by P1/kilo By Jul Као ‘The President 18 eight 


59 new taxes, aimed at raising 0 
By Abigail L Ho j LOOKING at 2005 as a “year of billion a year, but only one—the 
5 urgent change,” President Maca- sin taxes on alcohol and 
THE NEW year will be off to a р 9 pagal-Arroyo has spelled out her  cigareites—has been passed and 
good start for consumers as I 2 ^ | priorities for next year as Presi- enacted into law. 
Petron Corp., Caltex Philippines Е dent: collecting more taxes and Congress also has yet to pass 
Inc. and Total (Philippines) Corp. > fighting corruption. the P907-billion national budget 
will cut the prices of their cooking ( 3 ‘Speaking in a press conference for next year. 
gas by P1 per kilogram effective 4 in Nueva Vizcaya, Ms Arroyo said. 5 
Јап. 1,2005. а , E 2004 was a year of пі Action vs corruption 
The new prices of Petron's umph—which marked her elec- Тһе President said she needs 
Gasul and Total's TotalGaz will be te : г + | tion to a six-year term—and the 2005 budget to finance her 
implemented at 12:01 am, iz | tragedy when hundredsofpeople 10-point “pro-poor agenda" 
while that of Caltex’s Caltex LPG ١ ١ in Luzon were killed by killer which includes more jobs and pro- 
will rake effect at 6 a.m. d flash floods earlier this month. vision of housing, water and elec- 
Following the rollback, бави! \ { 0 “We must look forward now to tricity to the poor, among others. 
can be bought at prices ranging A у | 2005asayearofurgent change,” She pledged that next year, she 
from P370 to P380 per cylinder, > would pursue “executive action го 
while TotalGaz can be bought at 1 break the culture of corruption. 
between P362 and P372 per tank. Т \ 1 incumbent to improve tax collec- — Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
Oil refiner Pilipinas Shell tion and have new tax laws to called on the President's critics to 
Petroleum Corp. will be imple- у boost the country's fiscal position. be more patient in demanding re- 
menting a similar price reduction 1 3 “I thank Congress for agreeing sults in her programs. 
effective 12:01 a.m. of Jan. 4, : ٩ to end their vacation early so that Bunye was responding to the 
2005. РО қ Y they can have a special session to criticism of Pangasinan Archbish- 


Shell's Shellane will be priced 1 19. pass the tax measures that we ор Oscar Cruz that the President 
between P370 and P380 per 11- | ~ $ d ١ / 2 need,” Ms Arroyo said, has noteven started her so-called 


kilogram cylinder following the E k: : legacy agenda. 

price reduction. х Special session Bunye said the lack of financial. 
Petron and Total cited thesoft- | y 4. à She has called Congress to a resources was hampering the im- 

ening of liquefied petroleum gas 3 4 special session from Jan. 5 107 plementation of the President's 

international contract prices as 4 "dia Ts nextyear, a week earlier than the programs. 

their reason for the rollback, ће | _ У Р CC scheduled resumption of session This is why, he said, the Presi- 

third in less than a month. E on Jan. 10. dent has called for new taxes and 
Caltex and Shell said competi- ES 7 А Ms Arroyo called Ше special has implemented fiscal reforms 

tive market forces prompted session to ask Congress to passat to raise more funds. 

them to implement price cuts, least the lateral attrition bill “де expect the passage of the 
‘The international contract There's reason for vendors of horns and other noisemakers to be happy this year. There's a reported which seeks to provide exact “op- tax measures. All of these will 

price of LPG went down by al- ‘slump in the firecracker business as more and more people, like this family, prefer these horns than timum performance” from rev- have a big impact on resources 

most $50 per metric ton (MT) | the often deadly firecrackers to welcome the New Year. عممسوسمر‎ | enue-collecting agencies by pro- that we can use for health, educa- 

from November to December. viding incentives and penalties. tion and other projects,” he said. 


Govtrejecss Arroyo, Gordon prod GMA on Naia 3 opening 


Joma claim on 


rights violations ByMichael Lim ас Joker Arroyo and Richard Gor- further growth in our economy” enter into contracts with the gov- — Arroyo added that the Office of 
don. Gordon said. ernment with intention to de- the President and the Senate, 
ADMINISTRATION senators yes- Тһе lawmakers noted that al- Arroyo lauded Malacafiang for fraud. through its blue ribbon commit- 
terday called on President Маса. though the facility was taken over expropriating the Маја З, saying “The Supreme Court has the tee, had also declared thatthe fa- 
pagal-Arroyo to immediately last week by the government, the move had strengthened the duty to void them if proven, be- cilitys contract was “fraudulent 
Open the Naia passenger terminal transportation officials an- justicesystem inthe country. cause if not, who will?" hesaid. and therefore null and void.” 
3 to show to the world that the nounced that it could begin oper- “The President's decision to ex- He explained that President Gordon welcomed the 
country is open for business. ating only in June 2005. propriate Маја 3 is long overdue Arroyo's decision “blunts the un- takeover of the facility, saying it 
Following her announcement | “It is important to make use of but appropriate," said Arroyo. warranted criticism that the was about time to “operate the 
that the so-called fiscal crisis is the facilities that are available to The maverick senator said that Supreme Court unduly interferes million-dollar facility chat has re- 
Over Ms Arroyo should expedite us now to encourage trade and the terminal 3 expropriation іп contracts entered into by Ше mained unutilized in spite of the 
the opening of the nearly-com- tourism... This will attract invest- should be an abject lesson for government with the private sec- fact that it is practically finished 
pleted terminal, said Senators ments to create jobs and generate those who would, in the future, tor" and ready to operate.” 


THE GOVERNMENT yesterday 
rejected an alleged claim by com- 
 munist leader Jose Ма. Sison that 
an existing joint agreement on 
human rights gives the National 
Democratic Front the right to ar- 
rest and prosecute its members 
deemed to have committed hu- 
man rights violations. 

Silvestre Bello Ill, chief gov- 
emment negotiator, made the 
statement as Sison and members 


min organiza we COPS told: Explain bungled 


swapping accusations about an 


alleged hit list by communist € 1 2 
ges Y case vs ‘cybersex king 
Bello took exception to Sison's 
reported statement that the 5- By Philip С. Tubeza angrily barged into PNP's Camp 
year-old Comprehensive Agree- Crame headquarters on Wednes- 
ment оп Respect for Human POLICE investigators should ел. day. 
Rights and International Human- plain the circumstances that led Тһе senator vented her ire on 
aram Law (Carhrihl) "provides to the dismissal of the case state prosecutors Stewart Allan 
for the NDF and the revolutionary againsta Belgian national who al- Mariano and Jose Dumangas, 
forces and people it represents to legedly operated a pornographic who dismissed ше CIDG со 
arrest suspected violators of hu- Internet site in the country, Jus- plaint against Thys for "insuffi- 
‘man rights, investigate them and, tice Secretary Raul Gonzalez said ciency of evidence.” 
¡fevidence warrants, to prosecute yesterday. However, Gonzalez said that 
and try them." Gonzalez said officials of the Madrigals outburst happened 
“The NDF's position that it has Criminal Investigation and De- without her knowing all the cir- 
its own judicial and legal systems tection Group should also explain cumstances in the case, particu- 
under а ‘People’s Democratic their admission in a television in- larly the lack of evidence gath- 
Government is totally unaccept- terview that they lack evidence to ered by the police, 
sableto the governmentasthisun- pin down Belgian Roland Thys, — Nevertheless, Gonzalez said he 
“dermines the republic's Constitu- who allegedly owned a “cyber- had ordered Mariano and Du- 
tion which we have sworn toup- sex” den in Barangay Malabanias mangas to submit a written عت‎ 
hold,” Bello said in a statement. іп Angeles City, Pampanga. planation why the case against 
Bello said the governments “Тһе CIDG appeared on televi- Thys was dismissed. 
consistent position is that it has sion and said that the evidence CIDG agents raided Thys’ cy- 
the “exclusive right to arrest, was really lacking. Many people bersex den on Oct. 4 and rescued 
prosecute and apply sanctions” saw it and they should explain at least 15 girls, aged between 
against human rights violators. | that further” Gonzalez said. 15 and 23, who were found in 5 
"The government has not and Sen. Jamby Madrigal, who ex- five studios there. But on Nov. 2, RIZAL DAY RITES Y 
will never accept the МОРЗ and posed Thys Internet porn site Mariano and Dumangas dis. President Macapagal-Arroyo executes د‎ salute before د‎ monument of national hero Jose P. Rizal at the 
МЕ. Sison's assertion...” Bello and involvement in online traf- missed the complaint against Rizal Parkin Baguio City Thursday as part of rites held in observance of the 108th anniversary of the 
said. Juliet Labog-Javellana ficking of women and children, Thys. hero's execution, тоотновамно 
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Quezon City, ahead of tonight’s New Year's Eve festivities. Vendors 


reported poor sales due to the bad e 


сопоту but police, not taking any 


chances, issued warnings to would-be “bombers” anyway. عممموسص‎ 


Safety is PNP 
catchword for 


to night’ 
4 
By Christian V. Esguerra 
and Ronnel W. Domingo 


BE MERRY but be safe. 

The Philippine National Police 
yesterday gave this piece of advice 
ina last-minute effort to minimize 
the number of casualties in to- 
night's firecracker-filled festivities. 

"While were celebrating the 
coming of the New Year, let us not. 
forget about our safety” said Se- 
nior Supt. Leopoldo Bataoil, PNP 
spokesperson. 

Knowing that such reminders 
often fall on deaf ears, the PNP 
would make sure the message 
gets across this time, Bataoil said. 

The Department of Trade and 
Industry announced that fireworks 
manufacturers were now required: 
to follow guidelines set by the Ви- 
reau of Products Standards. 

The DTI said the new standards 
were developed in an effort to pro- 
tect the public from injuries and 
properties from destructive fires. 

Fires and hospital emergency 
rooms crowded with firecracker 
victims have become common ev- 
ery New Year. 

"The standard, tiled Fireworks 
Classification and Fireworks Speci- 
fications, guides manufacturers on 
the various groupings, construction, 
performance and labeling of fire- 
crackers and pyrotechnic devices. 

The BPS also requires manu- 
facturers to indicate their names, 


s fest 


addresses and appropriate warn- 
ings and instructions on the pack- 
ages of their products. 

Under Republic Act No. 7183 
or the Firecracker Law of 1992, 
the PNP is responsible for award- 
ing makers of firecrackers and py- 
rotechnics licenses to operate. 

Qualified for such license are 
Filipino individuals or entities 
thatare registered either with the 
DTI or the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission. 

‘The measure became necessary 
after makers of unsafe fireworks 
were often found to be operating 
without licenses and lacking the 
technical knowledge to produce 
and store sueh dangerous products. 

‘The DTI gave the following ad- 
vice to consumers: 

е Use only firecrackers that 


«provide the name of the maker, 


‘warning labels and usage instruc- 
tions. 

ө Do not use prohibited fire- 
crackers such as pla-pla, super lo- 
lo, giant bawang, giant whistle 
bomb, baby dynamite and 
kabase. 

е Never attempt to re-ignite or 
pick up firecrackers that failed to 
explode. 

е Donotalter fireworksin any 
way. 

• Do not light more than one 
device ata time 

*Do not use fireworks in- 
doors. 


GMA eyes US funding 
for rice terraces’ rehab 


BAGUIO CITY—President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo is seeking US fund- 
ing for the rehabilitation of the 
centuries-old Banaue rice ter- 
races, one of the World Heritage 
Sites, which have remained in ut- 
ter disrepair due to years of ur- 
banization and deforestation. 

‘On Monday the President invited 
United States Ambassador Francis 
Ricciardone to visit the world fa- 
mous rice terraces to open a window 
for US support for their restoration. 

Energy Secretary Vicente Perez 
accompanied Ricciardone to Bat- 
tad in Banaue, Ifugao, to launch 
the electrification of the interior 
Cordillera community “after 2,000 
years of no electricity." Battad hosts 
the stonewall rice terraces that are 
shaped like an amphitheater. 

‘The US ambassador was with 
his wife, Mary, and two daughters 
when they hiked and climbed the 
псе terraces of Battad. 

Perez told the Ingumen that the 
President wants to start empowering 
the towns before the government 
stars rehabilitating the rice terraces. 

The United Nations Education- 
al, Scientific and Cultural Organi- 
zation (Unesco) has included the 
Banaue rice terraces in its list of 
World Heritage Sites. 

Perez said sustained electricity 


‘would eventually lead to literacy, 
improved health care and eco- 
nomic progress, which are factors 
to raising local economies. 

Ifugao remains one of the poor- 
est provinees in the Cordillera. 
‘The province has the highest inci- 
dence of poor families at 55.6 per- 
cent, according to the National 
Statistical Coordination Board. 
NSCB figures put Ifügao's average 
annual family income at P82,245. 

Ms Arroyo was earlier criticized 
for abolishing agencies that admin- 
istered the terraces restoration as 
part of her cost-cutting measures. 

In 2003, the President devolved 
the terraces’ administration to for- 
mer Ifugao Сок Teodoro Baguilat عل‎ 

However, Baguilat, up to the end 
of his term, failed to generate 
enough interest from potential 
donors who would finance the 
restoration of the ancient engineer- 
{ng marvel which has sustained the 
ecosystem of the terraces. 

"Were pleased that the terraces 
of Battad are in generally good 
condition except for some sections 
affected by landslides. We're very 
impressed in the long hard work 
that our ancestors put in that spec- 
tacular, panoramic rice terraces; 
Perez said. Vincent Cabreza, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau. 
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Solon pushes trust fund for coco tillers 


By Carlito Pablo 


ANAKPAWIS party-list Rep. Rafael Mariano 
has called for the creation of a “genuine small 
coconut farmers trust fund” to constitute the 
billions of pesos in coconut levy funds. 

Mariano made the suggestion as the legal 
battle to recover the levy fund from known as- 
sociates of the late dictator Ferdinand Marcos 
isaboutto be completed. 


“The establishment of the trust will ensure 
that the levy fund will be returned to the 
rightful owners which are the small coconut 
farmers,” Mariano said in an interview. 

Оп Dec. 29, the Sandiganbayan antigraft 
court rejected motions filed by Marcos associ- 
ate businessman Eduardo “Danding” Со. 
juangco Jr. го regain control of levy-acquired 
shares in San Miguel Corp. and United Co- 
conut Planters Bank, 


The court, in two previous rulings, had 
granted control to the government of 27 рег. 
cent of shares in SMC and 72.2 percent of 
shares in UCPB. 

The Supreme Court had earlier ruled that the 
levy monies, which bad been collected from со- 
conut farmers by virtue ofa presidential decree 
issued by Marcos, were ‘public funds.” 

Mariano said he is fling a bill in January for- 


mally spelling out the need for such a trust fund, 


Prosperity 
comes to 
those who 
prepare 

for, it. 


} 


Round fruits on the table. 
Coins scattered around the 
house. Wide open windows, 
Polka dot attires. You may 
opt to use lucky charms to 
attract prosperity. But we 
can help: you attract true 
prosperity to come knocking 
on your door. We can even 
help you prepare for any 
eventuality such as illness 
and accident that may hinder 
your financial freedom 


in the coming New Year. 
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Special session may be a du 


By Cynthia D. Balana. 
and Michael Lim Ubac 


WHAT ifshe called a special session and 
nobody came? 

‘This could well describe President 
Macapagal-Arroyo' recent cal for a three- 
day special session of Congress which isin 
danger ofnot drawing a quorum. 

‘Two congressmen yesterday said 
Malacafiang should have conducted a 
head count of Congress members be- 
fore the President called for the special 
session on Jan. 5-7 next year. 

“This is plain stupidity" said Negros Ori- 
ental Rep. Jacinto Paras. "What can د‎ three- 
day session do when members of the Sen- 
ate and the House are still on vacation 
abroad and in the provinces? Tim sure there 
willbe no quorum on the three days.” 

‘Muntinlupa Rep. Rozanno Rufino Bi- 
агоп said he was not sure if majority of 
the representatives would be able to at- 


tend the special session because they 
had their own appointments. 

“There should have been a head 
count of who would be available during 
those dates before the special session 
was called," Biazon said. 

But House Majority Leader Prospero 
Nograles said that forming a quorum 
would not be a problem since the mem- 
bers of the majority could very well pro; 
vide this. 

He said the special session would al- 
so provide the Senate time to pass at 
least two more tax measures which the 
lower house had approved before the 
Christmas break—the Lateral Attrition 
Bill and the Tax Amnesty Bill. 

Nograles said the special session 
would also speed up bicameral discus- 
sions on the General Appropriations Act 
of 2005 or the national budget. 

“The Senate can’t meet without the 
House so the three-day special session 


will allow the Senate to probably finish 
the tax measures already approved in 
the House,” he said. 

Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pi- 
mentel Jr. yesterday welcomed the spe- 
cial session, but doubted if the Senate 
could muster the numbers to transact 
business. 

He said he was unsure if all of the op- 
position senators could make it. 

“They will attend as long as they are 
in the country,” he said, noting that Sen. 
Loi Ejercito-Estrada and her son, Sen. 
Jinggoy Estrada, were both in Hong 
Kong for the knee operation of former 

resident Joseph Estrada. 

"As far as am concerned, those who 
are here will attend the special session. 
Tdon’t know who are here, Ihave yet to 
make a head count," he said. 

So far, only Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile, 
an acknowledged tax expert and former 
customs commissioner, would attend 


the session for sure, Pimentel said. 

Even members of the administration 
Мос in the House were questioning 
what Congress could deliver during the 
special session. 

Rep. Robert Ace Barbers (Lakas, Suri- 
gao del Norte) dismissed the special 
session as a mere “pampa-pogi” (face- 
saving act) and “window-dressing.” 

“The administration is hoping that 
calling a special session will be per- 
ceived as a demonstration of political 
will," said Barbers, who has recently be- 
come critical of Malacafiang. 

He said the bills sought to be 
passed—the lateral attrition and fiscal 
incentives rationalization acts—were 
"mere hit-and-miss measures.” 

“Had the govemment been serious in 
raising revenues, it should not have wa- 
tered down the sin tax bill on cigarettes and 
alcohol. This is the height of hypocrisy” 
Barbers said. With Carlito Pablo 
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Palace to take 
Jalosjos pardon 
issue to DOJ 


MALACARANG yesterday said it would seek the 
Department of Justice's opinion on whether or 
not to grant a presidential pardon to convicted 
child rapist former Rep. Romeo Jalosjos. 

This was revealed by Press Secretary Igna- 
cio Bunye following an emotional appeal by 
Jalosjos' 82-year-old mother for a pardon for 
her son who has reportedly suffered a stroke. 

Bunye said that while he had yet to see a 
copy of Jalosjos' formal appeal for a pardon, 
the President usually gets the DOJ to review 
any such appeals. 

А Malacañang source, who asked for 
anonymity, said the Palace was currently verify- 
ing the medical condition of Jalosjos who was re- 
portedly rushed recently to the Makati Medical 
Center from the New Bilibid Prisons in Muntinlu- 
ра City where he is serving two life terms for the 
rape ofan 11-year-old gir seven years ago. 

"The President wants to ascertain if he real- 
ly suffered a stroke before making a decision 
ona possible reprieve,” the source said. 

Jalosjos mother, Angelina, went on nation- 
al radio Wednesday morning to appeal to the 
President for a pardon for her son to allow 
him to seek proper medical treatment and en- 
able them to be reunited in her latter years. 

“Lam asking President Macapagal-Arroyo to 
pardon my son who is sick in the hospital 
where he is being treated for heart problems," 
said the 82-year-old Angelina who was in tears 
while making the appeal over RMN radio. 

‘Angelina said she could not leave her home 
in Zamboanga to visit Jalosjos in the hospital 
because of her infirmities and they only had 
been able to talk on the phone. Gil C. Caba- 
cungan Jr. 


RP Asia-Pacific 
boy scouts hold 
nat’l jamboree 


THE BOY Scouts of the Philippines formally 
opened its week-long 13th National Jam- 
boree on Dec. 27 at the 57-ha Philippine 
Scouting Center for the Asia-Pacific Region on 
Mt. Makiling in Los Baños, Laguna, 

Some 8,500 scouts and scouters from all over 
the Philippines and countries in the Asia-Pacific 
Region have converged for the biggest scouting 
event of the year, turning legendary Mt. Makil- 
ing into a sea of tents and hub of activity. 

BSP secretary general J. Rizal C. Pangilinan 
said all the local boy scout councils have sent 
delegations, including Quezon, Nueva Ecija 
and Aurora, the three provinces most affected 
by the series of typhoons that hie the country 
recently. 

BSP national president Makati City Mayor 
Jejomar С. Binay said, “The national jamboree 
is scouting’s response to the challenges of the 
times. We will show the world that we are a 
people of peace, unity and brotherhood, across 
lands and seas, and throughout the ages." 

President Macapagal-Arroyo, who is also 
the BSP Chief Scout, sent greetings and en- 
joined the scouts to participate more actively 
in nation-building through community ser- 
vice and emergency preparedness, 

The President commended the scouting 
movement saying, “May your dynamic ге. 
solve and unified spirit serve as a source of 
hope and inspiration to other young people.” 

With the theme, “Scouting: A Brotherhood 
for Peace and Unity” the jamboree aims to lift 
cultural and ideological barriers among 
scouts as a path to peace and unity and to un- 
derstand the importance of balancing devel- 
opment and ecology through various chal- 
lenges and adventures. 


Alleged smuggle 
attempt foiled 


SUBIC BAY FREEPORT—A Korean company 
has been put on the watch list of suspected 
smugglers here after the Subic anti-smug- 
gling task force on Tuesday foiled an alleged 
attempt by the firm to spirit highly dutiable 
electronics equipment out of this port. 

Мај. Gen. Jose Calimlim (ес), task force 
head, identified the company as Raiden Inter- 
national Trading Corp. 

He said task force members seized a con- 
tainer van carrying electronics equipment con- 
signed to а Minda Valenzuela, said to be the 
common-law wife of a Korean businessman. 

Calimlim said the electronics equipment 
had been misdeclared as two used Mitsubish 
Delica vans each worth $350, or P19,698, and 
automotive spare parts. 

Customs records identified the shipper as 
Kunjang Trading Co. of Iksan City in Jeonbuk, 
South Korea. The shipment left Korea for the 
Philippines on Nov. 3, 2004. 

Calimlim said that according to the bill of 
Jading, aside from the two used vans, the con- 
tainer van also held 55 packages containing 
automotive spare parts like bumpers, sp 
ers, rear view mirrors, headlights and engine 
supports. 

“But outside of the dilapidated vans, there 
were no such spare parts. The vans instead 
were full of sophisticated speakers, new tele- 
vision sets, a huge high-definition TV moni- 
tor, modern electronic massage equipment, 
and audio and video amplifiers,” Calimlim 
saidinareport. Allan Macatuno, PDI Cen- 
tral Luzon Desk 


The Entrepreneurial New Wave @ SMART 


Looking Back at the SMART Entrepreneurial Program "04 


For the thousands of students 
зо far who have attended SEP, 
thelrs is a future reclaimed. Once 
facing a bleak set of Job prospects 
' upon ‘graduation, they are now 

armed with the knowledge they 
¡need , for successful 
1 entrepreneurship 

The SMART Entrepreneurial 
Program is the significant project 
of the year, with far reaching 

‘benefits down the line for the 
‘entire country. Its mission: to 
| provide alternative solutions for the 
| growing number of unemployed 
i in the country, 


an economically viable activity that 
will generate jobs downstream. 
Even the President of the 
Philippines is aware that only 
through the rapid growth and 
success of small and medium 
enterprises can our country solve 
our economic dilemma, SMART 
understood this and chose to be а 
part of the solution: Through SEP 
It has been spreading the good 
news that there is an alternative to 
the lack of employment. 
Entrepreneurship is the answer, 
and SEP Is the way. 

To close 2004, Boy Martirez, 
Head of Personal Communications 


в Mobile Services of SMART, 
reflects on the success of the 
SMART Entrepreneurial Program 
(SEP) since it was launched in 
Jurie, "From its conception, SEP 
has visited a number of schools 
around the country and inspired 
thousands of students bringing a 
message of hope to all who are In 
need of an alternative to 
employment. We will continue to 
tour the country and touch more 
young people, planting the seeds 
for tomorrow's entrepreneurs." 


Manny on 
Entrepreneurship 


"Businesses do transform 
societies. They do not only shape 
our physical and virtual worlds, 
but also create new needs, new 
hopes, and new dreams." 


~ Manuel У, Pangilinan, 
PLDT and SMART Chairman 


It's not just about 
the innovations we bring.. 


It's about the opportunities 
we provide, 
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‘This is not a time to be happy 


From page Al 


planade said. “The fireworks planned 
are best reserved for some other, more 
appropriate occasion in the future.” 

The wealthy republic of 4 million 
was not hit by the tsunamis, but almost 
300 locals who were in affected areas 
around the Indian Ocean were either 
missing or have yet to be contacted. 
‘Three Singaporeans have been con- 
firmed dead. 

‘The Thai government ordered all of- 
ficial agencies to stop celebrations, in- 
cluding those planned for the New Year. 

А big countdown party in Bangkok 
that was to have been attended Friday 
by Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra 
and a slew of celebrities — including 
tennis stars Maria Sharapova and Venus 
Williams — has been canceled. 


4-nation relief coalition 

‘The United States, India, Australia 
and Japan have formed an internation- 
al coalition to coordinate worldwide re- 
liefand reconstruction efforts. 

“We will prevail over this destruc- 
tion,” US President George W. Bush 
said, 

Well over a million people have been 
left homeless. 

“Were facing a disaster of unprece- 
dented proportion," said Simon Missiri, 
a top Red Cross official. “We're talking 
about a staggering death toll.” 

“villages have been washed away,” 
said Rod Volway of CARE Canada, 
whose emergency response team was 
опе of the first into Indonesia's north- 
ern Aceh province, the worst-hit area 
with more than half of known deaths. 

“This isn’t just a situation of giving 
out food and water. Entire towns and 
villages need to be rebuilt from the 
ground up. Some areas have yet to be 
reached,” he said. 

As the world pledged $220 million in 
cash and sent a flotilla of ships and air- 
craft laden with supplies, international 
relief agencies relief operation battled 
with the enormity of their task. 

“As many as five million people are 
not able to access what they need for 
living,” said David Nabarro, head of a 
World Health Organisation (WHO) cri- 


Death count | 


79,940 
24,748 
7.330 
2,394 
та 
Ej 

69 


e Indonesia 
ө Sri Lanka 
ind 

ө Tholland 
е Somalia 
ө Myanmar 
е Maldives. 
© Malaysia 65 

ө Tanzania 10 

e Bangladesh 2 

e Kenya 1 

Numbers based on government and health 
officials. Numbers of injured were not avall- 
able for all countries affected, butara ex- 


pected to exceed the number of dead. AP 


sis team. 

Many villages and resorts are now lit- 
tle more than mud-covered rubble, 
blanketed with the stench of corpses af- 
ter the 9.0-magnitude underwater 
quake off the Indonesian island of 
Sumatra triggered the tsunami, Thou- 
sands of bodies, rotting in the tropical 
heat have been buried in mass graves. 


“We feel like dogs" 

‘Authorities predict a second round of 
deaths among those who survived Sun- 
days monster wave from diseases such 
as dysentery, cholera and typhoid fever 
‘caused by contaminated food and water, 

Survivors in Aceh complained aid 
was only trickling in despite a mountain 
of supplies stacking up at the local a 
port. Aid officials blamed poor coordi- 
nation with the military. 

“There's no information, Just what 
you hear on the street, The coordina- 
tion is very bad,” said Banda Aceh re 
dent Zulkarnaen, 36. 

Hungry crowds jostling for aid biscuits 
besieged people delivering them in the 
town, so some drivers dared not stop. 

“Some cars come by and throw food 
like that. The fastest get the food, the 
strong one wins. The elderly and the in- 
jured dont get anything. We feel like 
dogs," said Usman, 43. 


Growing frustration 

In Sri Lanka's worst-hitarea Ampara, 
residents ran things themselves, going 
around with loudspeakers, asking peo- 
ple to donate pots and pans, buckets of 


fresh water and sarongs. 

"The government has done nothing 
for us so far" said shopkeeper Mo- 
hammed Tamir, who lost a wife and 
daughter. 

Indonesian aireraft dropped food in 
isolated areas along the western coast 
of Sumatra, 

* ‘Frustration will be growing in the 
days and the weeks ahead,” said UN 
emergency relief coordinator Jan Ege- 
land, 


Hospitals overwhelmed 

Hospitals are overwhelmed by the in- 
jured—an estimated 100,000 or more. 

The United Nations prepared what 
could be its largest appeal for donations 
to cope with its biggest, costliest relief 
effort. 

US President Bush said a US pledge 
of $35 million was just a start. 

‘The Pentagon Е sending an aircraft 
carrier group to Sumatra and another 
group including а helicopter carrier 
was headed for the Bay of Bengal. 


$14B needed 

"The financial costs, estimated at up to 
$14 billion, are tiny relative to the hu- 
‘man suffering. Japan's 1995 Kobe earth- 
quake killed 5,000 but cost $132 billion. 

‘The strongest earthquake in 40 years 
and the unprecedented tsunami it trig- 
gered kept nerves jangling in the re- 
gion. 

India issued fresh alerts for all areas 
hit by the killer tsunami, prompting а 
panicked exodus from coastal areas, and 
in the Andaman and Nicobar islands, 
near the epicenter of Sunday's quake, 
police said aftershocks could cause high 
‘waves and evacuated hundreds of resi- 
dents from some coastal areas. 

But there were no signs of giant 
waves and the US Geological Survey 
said it was unaware of any aftershock 
large enough to trigger a fresh tsunami. 

Overnight aftershocks in Indonesia's 
Banda Aceh, also near the epicenter, 
sent people fleeing theirhomes. 

*] was sleeping, but fled outside in 
panic, If J am going to die, I will die 
here. Just let it be," said Kaspian, 26. 

In north Sri Lanka, survivors recover- 
ing corpses faced a new danger—floating 
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landmines from a long-running conflict, 

Sunday's waves tore relatives from 
each other's arms, swept trucks and 
buses through buildings and flipped 
boats onto land. 


5,000 foreigners missing 

Holiday-makers were among those 
caught by surprise. Nearly 5,000 for- 
eigners are missing, mostly in Thailand. 

Officially, only some 200 tourists have 
been reported killed but some 1,500 
Swedes, 1,000 Germans and hundreds 
of others are reported missing. Dutch, 
German and Swiss forensic teams flew 
into Thailand to help identify bodies. 

Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India and Thai- 
land face death tolls in the thousands. 
Hundreds were killed in the Maldives, 
Burma, Malaysia and east Africa. 

The tsunami was the world’s biggest 
disaster since a cyclone killed 130,000 
people in Bangladesh in 1991. 

Former German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, who narrowly escaped the devas- 
tation while on a Sri Lanka holiday, said 
itlooked like World War IL. 

“It reminded me of the images from 
the war that I lived through as a youth. 
Itlooked like a bomb attack," he said, 


Food riots 

On the streets of Banda Aceh, the 
main town of Sumatra's Aceh province, 
fights broke out over packets of instant 
noodles that the military dropped from 
vehicles. 

"| believe the frustration will be 
growing in the days and weeks ahead,” 
said Undersecretary-General for Hu- 
manitarian Affairs Jan Egeland, 

‘The number of deaths in Indonesia 
stood at more than nearly 80,000. 

The disaster struck a band of the 
tropics from Indonesia to India to So- 
malia that not only is heavily populated 
but attracts tourists from all corners. 
Throughout the world, people sought 
word of missing relatives, from small- 
town Sri Lankan fishermen to Euro- 
peans on sand-and-sun holidays. 

On hundreds of websites, the mes- 
sages were brief but poignant: "Miss- 
ing: Christina Blomee in Khao Lak,” or 
simply, “Where are you?” Inquirer 
wires 


А ma’s dilemma, other tales of tragedy 
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20-month-old baby Blake when she re- 
alized she could not gave them both. 

“I knew that if 1 held on to both, 
we would all die," Searle said. Ч 
pleaded with a woman to take hold 
of Lachie. When we saw her later, 
she said, Tm really волу I had to let 
go of him." 

The father, Brad, watched the horrif- 
ic drama from the balcony of their first- 
floor room where he had gone to get a 
diaper for the baby. 

“it was the most horrible time of my 
life," he said. 

Miraculously Lachie, who cannot 
swim, was able to cling to a pole in the 
hotel lobby, keeping his head above wa- 
ter until the raging seas subsided. 

It took the parents hours of frantic 
searching to find Lachie, who was in the 
arms ofa security guard. 


Guided by a snake 

BANDA АСЕН, Indonesia—An Indone- 
sian woman in Aceh province recalled 
swimming to safety with her neighbor's 
young twins on her back by 

ant snake to guide her through the 
floodwaters. 

Riza, a 26-year-old clothes seller, ini- 
tially watched helplessly as the tsunami 
‘swept in to destroy her home. 

"Thousands of people were scream- 
ing hysterically and were panicking as 
they saw the water rise higher than 


RP sending forensic team to Phuket, docs to Sri Lanka 


From page Al 


be needed because they will have to дос- 
ument the remains and, also, the Thai 
authorities, its in their culture to give 
their dead a proper burial,” Asuque said 
ata press briefing. 


Bodies in freezers 

“They need forensic experts to docu- 
ment the remains so that the proper buri- 
а1сал be made.” 

Asuque said that part of the team's 
mission would be to help facilitate the 
identification of the 16 fatalities whose 
bodies were recovered in Phuket and 
whose names sounded Filipino, 

"We need foreign experts to catalogue 
the fatalities’ fingerprints and special 
features, among others, so they could be. 
easily identified by their relatives [even 
after they're buried,” he said, 


Filipino-sounding names 

‘The list of fatalities with Pilipino-sound- 
ing names included Andees Barona, Mari- 
ana Barona, Barrera Juan, Carlos Barong, 
Eileen Chan, Sesilvia Bargoa, Flona Gal- 


their houses,” Riza said. 

Аз she was swept out of her house, 
she was dragged toward her badly in- 
jured neighbor, who was struggling to 
hold on to her 9-year-old twins. 

“Please save my twins, just let me go, 
as long as they're safe,” a tearful Riza 
recalled the mother saying. 

Riza grabbed the twins and placed 
them on her back. As she struggled 
through the torrent, she saw а snake as 
big asa telephone pole gliding left with 
the current of the water and toward 
what turned out to be a makeshift 
bank. 

“Strangely 1 felt no fear” Riza said, 
adding she followed the snake to safety. 

The twins suffered severe bruising 
and other injuries from being bat- 
tered, but they too were safe. There 
was no word on the fate of their moth- 
er 

‘Surya Darmar, 35, grabbed two of 
his children, his wife took their third, 
and they bolted from their house out- 
side this town after seeing people 
running and shouting "Get out! Get 
ош!” 

But they could not outrun the mon- 
strous wave that had traveled at speeds 
‘of up го 500 km per hour. 

“The water was just too strong," said 
Darmar, “1 held my children for as long 
as I could, but they were swept away.” 
His wife and the other child also disap- 
peared. He got hold of a piece of wood 
and drifted until he smashed into the 


Jan, Feri Comelia, Giner Salello, Giovanni 
Cabrera, Ilse Panaino, Katrin Lorente, Ma- 
jor Tomas, Мапа Novello, Mary Tanagtong 
and Sevrine Patruno. 

Between 70 and 120 Filipinos are 
based in Phuket, working as musicians, 
hotel staff and diving instructors. 


Lone fatality so far 
Officials said that so far Tan, 19, а Bi- 
ology sophomore student at the Ateneo 
de Manila University, remained the only 
fatality in the aftermath of the tsunami, 
‘Tan's father David, holder of a British 
passport, was also confirmed dead. Her 
Filipino mother Rosemarie Phi King Tan, 
and sisters Iris Kriselle and Daphne Meryll, 
also British passport holders, survived, 
Rosemarie Phi King Tan was confined 
ata hospital in Phuket for minor injurles. 
Entertainer Jerwin Sedillo and sea- 
man Joselito Balbutin, who were earlier 
listed as missing, had been accounted for 
by the Overseas Workers Welfare Admi 
{stration as "alive and safe,” Asuque said. 
Sixteen new names were added го the 
list of missing persons. They were Estelia. 
Sales, Cruzette Bulaon Cruz, Kathryn Joy 


a 


roofofashop, رر‎ 
"My Ше is finished. All сай do is to 
leave it to Allah," Darmársaid. 


Nightmares keep coming back 
PENANG, Malaysia—Killer tsunamis 
are coming again, over and over, in the 
nightmares of children who survived 
the waves which swept them from their 
homes ог picnics on Malaysia's Penang 
island, 

Rahibah Osman's 11-year-old son, 
Mohamad Fikri Rahim, who was caught 
by ferocious waves “as high as coconut 
trees and blackened with mud,” has 
troubled dreams in Penang General 
Hospital, 

He cries in his sleep and shouts, “No, 
no!” his mother said. 

“I don't know what he's talking 
about, but when I ask him, he starts to 
cry" she said. 

‘Mohamad was covered in mud when 
he was rescued after waves struck their 
village about a kilometer away from the 
beachfront. 


Never to the sea again 
NAGAPATTINAM,  India—Four ог 
phans, who lost their relatives and be- 
longings when the furious ocean swept. 
away their fishing community on In- 
dia's southern coast, swear they never 
‘want to see the sea again. 

“1 am scared of the sea,” says 
Maghadevi, 13. "I never want to see it 
again. Bven if they give mea free house. 


Lomadilla, Ría Jane M. Tuzara, Marcela S. 
‘Albao, Jasmin Barandoc, Emily Balao, Ger- 
ard S. Reyes, Jovita Gomez, aka 
Charoenpong; Ava Angelica Alora, Dario 
Banua Maniago, Eliza Ferguzon, Gloria 
Bauarle, Jay William Decayco, Remedios 
Rico Daniel and Josie Co. 

Those earlier identified as missing 
were Ivy Catherine Tomento-Terasaka, 
Alexander Latoza, Alma Gillado, Marcial 
Ferre, Marian Pasag and Sherlyn Tan. 


Coming home 

Asuque also said that four of the sur- 
vivors—sisters Catherine and Pilar Prieto, 
and couple Marco Sangil and Virginia 
Cruz, all musicians—were scheduled to 
arrive in Manila at 6:20 p.m. yesterday. 

“We also have a list of 14 survivors but 
four of them are returning to Manila this 
afternoon," he said. "The Prietos are in 
high spirit. They are OK but Mr, 6 
and Ms Virginia would need some assis- 
tance in view of the injuries that they 
sustained during the tsunami in Phuket.” 

Like Sedillo and Balbutin, Flordeliza (Di- 
anne) Isla was stricken off the list of missing 
persons after I was found out that she sur- 


on the beach, I shall not take it." 
Maghadevi and her three brothers, 
aged 15, 10 and 8, are the only ones left 
of a once thriving family. 
‘Their father, mother, grandmother 
and two sisters aged 3 and 2, all per- 
ished in the tsunami waves. 


20 hours up a tree 
TAIPEL—A 6-year-old girl from Taiwan, 
ia-ni, vacationing with her par- 
Phi island, clung to а co- 
conut tree for more than 20 hours to es- 
cape the deadly waves. 
^T waited until the morning. 1 was 
thinking my daddy and mommy would 
come and rescue me," the girl told Tai- 
wan reporters. 
Her mother is one of two people from 
ran missing in Thailand. 
Yeh suffered injuries in her arms and 
legs. She also had six stitches in her 
forehead, 


Undaunted by deaths 

PHUKET, Thailand—Despite the disas- 
ter, some determined tourists arrived in 
the devastated Thai resort island of 
Phuket on Wednesday. 

“Our friends think we're mad," said 
Englishman Paul Cunliffe, an engineer 
from Manchester, as he sipped what 
looked like a gin and tonic on a short, 
lonely flight from Kuala Lumpur. 

“We love the place that much and we 
thought we would take the risk." те 
quirer wires 
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Confusing ... 


From page Al 
toll—more than 80,000—that can at best be 
described as a guesstimate. 

‘With counting methods varying and bodies go- 
ing into the ground in Indonesia before being له‎ 
cially tallied, the full toll may never be known. 


Meticulous 

In India, local health, police and revenue offi- 
cials are Keeping meticulous records of every ې‎ 
death in schoolbooklike registers of five 3 
columns. One column is for Ше victim's name, 
followed by age, parents’ name, address and 
two identifying marks, A photograph is taken of 
each body. 

‘Vastly varying tolls during the initial days 
ofa disaster are normal. 

After the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks on the 
World Trade Center in New York, the feared 
toll of 10,000 came down to 3,200. The re- 
ported toll of 100,000 in the 2001 earthquake 
in western India was officially put at 13,000. 

Confusion often arises because many peo- 
pleare counted twice in the initial chaos. 


‘Wailing at the morgue 


But the Indian governments macabre 
bookkeeping has allowed it to provide unam- 
biguous if highly conservative statistics of 
Sunday's tragedy. 

‘At the morgue in the Indian coastal town of 
Cuddalore, Dr. 5. Narayanswamy announced 
оп the public address system to waiting 
crowds outside: "There are four ladies and a 
boy of five years, or is it eight years, here. 
Please come and identify.” 

‘Aman and a woman came in hesitatingly, 
looked at the dead boy's face and shook thei 
heads. They were asked to leave and the next 
couple walked in and erupted into wails, 
beating their chest, rolling on the ground. 


Confusing tallies normal 

Within moments, a tag of stiff cloth with a 
number was attached to the body's arm and 
the official toll went up by one. 

The illiterate parents affixed their inked 
thumb impression on a form that entitled 
them to a death certificate and government 
compensatio 

In Indonesia, an unwieldy archipelago of 
13,000 islands and saddled with a chaotic bu- 
reaueracy, the task of counting the bodies has 
been frustrating, Cultural differences and ge- 
ographic isolation of some regions have com- 
pounded the problem. 

“The confusion on counting the bodies is nor- 
mal now because the data have been from dif- 
ferent sources,” said Pumomo Sidik, national 
disaster director at the Social Affairs Ministry. 


Different tolls 

He said the biggest problem was getting ac- 
curate data from a region where much of the а 
province's Infrastructure was destroyed and.:3 
local govefnments have ceased to function. 

“It should be centralized in one office. But: 
the reality is that it is not easy to count the 
bodies in these areas," he said, 

It has been a dozen years since Indonesia 
undertook а census, and in remote regions 
the population count may be even less accu 
rate because many villages keep scant written 
records of births and deaths. 

Phone calls to military, police, the National 
Disaster Management Center and govern- 
ment ministers produce different death tolls 
in Sri Lanka, а small tropical country of 19 
million people. 


Accurate count impossible 

Rapidly climbing death estimates from the 
earthquake-generated waves that struck а 
dozen countries are likely to be highly inaccu- 
rate for some time, despite the best efforts of 
aid officials to nail them down, experts said. 

Because so many nations were struck, with 
such long, populous coastlines, an accurate 
count of the dead is nearly impossible. Com- 
‘munications from some areas are still out. 


Hotel registers 

Also, experts explained, inhabitants of 
coastal villages and urban waterfront slums 
were usually subsistence fishermen and farm- 
ers who were the least likely to be counted by 
census takers. The only records of tourists 
swept away were likely го be hotel registers, 
which may themselves now be on the ocean 
bottom. AB New York Times. 


repere 


vived the disaster: Another Filipino, Roselyn 
Carpio, was added to the old lis of 13 sur- 
vivors, 

‘Those in the old list were the Prieto 
sisters, Sangil and Cruz, and Beverly 
Tan, Celeste Panahon, Cherry Panahon, 
Erwin Raagas, Jovito Masaga, Lorena M. 
Burlaza, Margaret Ang-Choi, Rosemarie 
Phi King Tan and Reginaldo Recibio. 


Spreading cheer 

Filipino entertainers in areas hit by the 
tsunami said they planned to stay on at 
their jobs in hopes of bringing cheer to 
their audiences despite the tragedy. 

“As a Christian, 1 was bothered by the 
sight of bodies and the destruction wrought 
by the tsunamis and I dont feel like enter- 
taining people, But my fellow band mem- 
bers and I have no choice because we are 
here to work," said Jeoffrey Palacios, 34, 
who plays the keyboards in a band in one of 
the hotels in Phuket, 

Palacios, a native of Barangay Pobla- 
cion, Bais City told the Inguinen in a tele- 
phone interview from Phuket that God 
had been good to him and the many Fil- 
іріпо workers in Phuket. 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE. 


“бод saved us from the tsunami by de- 
laying our departure for Church, which 
required a drive along the scenic beach 
route, which was hit by the killer waves," 
he said. 

Palacios and fellow musician-wife 
Janith, 36, and their two daughters, Jeo- 
Jannie, 10, and Angeline Love, 1, were in 
their staff house, some 500 meters from 
the beach, when they felt an earthquake, 


"Beauty is gone’ 

“ refused to believe it was an earth- 
quake at first because in my nine years of 
working here, I don't recall having felt an 
earthquake,” Palacio said, 

A few minutes later, he gota phone call 
from a relative also working in Phuket in- 
forming him of what had happened. 

“I heard a siren, like an air raid warn- 
ing, signaling for us to evacuate to higher 
grounds, And everyone fled to the moun- 
tain and the road became very congested 
as people were ай scared of rumors that 
the tsunami would strike again," he said. 

From the mountain, they saw the exe 
tent of the devastation for che first time. 

"The beauty was all gone,” Palacios said, 
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FORECAST by fim critics to romp away with the Best Actor trophy, Cesar Montane didn't do 
too badly with the Best Director award for his one-man opus "Panaghoy sa Suba.” norsseus 


Stars Vilma, Boyet shine 


From page Al 

Tve not been making money from produc- 
ing” Monteverde said, "but I continue to 
make movies because I love the industry.” 
Four of the eight festival entries were report- 
edly made by her companies. 


FP] in the house 

Perhaps the fact that the program had been 
dedicated to the memory of Fernando Poe Jr. 
contributed to the somber atmosphere. 

Elizabeth Poe received the posthumous 
“Idolo ng Masa” award for "Da King” of Philip. 
pine movies, who died earlier this month. 

1 call on the people to not abandon his 
dream," Elizabeth said, “to continue to fight.” 
Apparently touched, the audience took a few 
seconds before applauding. 

Director Joel Lamangan’s fiery acceptance of 
the Best Picture award alongside Mon- 
teverde—in which he ranted against taxes and 
governments “neglect” of the industry—failed 
to rouse as much enthusiasm in his listeners. 

Producer and festival committee member Es- 
piridion Laxa received а lifetime achievement 
award. He dedicated it to Vilma Santos and РР)... 
“and to Erap [former President Joseph Estrada]." 

"Da King" starred ја the first seven films 
that Таха made under Tagalog Папа Папа 
Productions. 

Santos, who was also named Best Actress 
„for “Mano Po 3," led the standing ovation for 
Таха. The Vilmanians in the hall must have 
thought their idol was getting another award, 
as they led the screaming in return. 


No teleprompter 

Cesar Montano, winner of the Best Director 
trophy for his CM Films’ “Panaghoy за Suba,” 
won the women’s hearts, too. He was the per- 
fect gentleman and escort to his wife Sunshine 
Cruz, who needed help with her petticoat as 
they went up and down the stage to receive 
awards for absent cast and crew members. 


The banter among the three emcees—Judy 
‘Ann Santos, Jomari Ylana and Marvin 
‘Agustin—was light and breezy although they had 
to do without teleprompters. This meant they 
read from cue cards, which kept them from main- 
taining precious eye contact with the audience. 

Young screen love teams Angel Locsin and 
Richard Guttierez, stars of the TV hit series 
“Mulawin,” and Mark Bautista and Sarah 
Geronimo, stars of “Lastikman,” turned heads, 
as did reel- and real-life parmers Mark Herras 
and Jennylyn Mercado, who were inseparable. 


Tawards each 

"Mano Po 3" and "Panaghoy за Suba” each 
‘won seven awards. 

Veteran stage and movie actor Cris Vertido 
bagged the Best Screenplay trophy for 
“Panaghoy” He was happy, and it showed. "Ive. 
been acting for 40 years and never won any- 
thing," he said, "I write my first screenplay and I 
gerthis” 

Santos and De Leon won acting awards for 
their roles in “Mano Ро 3." MAQ Films got the 
Best Float trophy. 

De Leon would admit later that he consid- 
ered Montano, who played the lead role in 
“Panaghoy,” as his stiffest rival for the award. 
“I thought it would be him [the winner],” De 
Leon said. 


“A” rating 

Rebecca Lusteri, also of “Panaghoy, was cited 
as Best Supporting Actress. The Cinema Evalua- 
tion Board, in giving the movie an A rating, earli- 
ersingled out the teenage performer as “silent and 
powerful, full of conviction and charm." 

Other winners were Dennis Trillo, Best Sup- 
porting Actor for "Aishite Imasu 1941"; 
Guevarra, Best Child Performer for وود‎ 
Manny Dayrit, Best Editing, “Si 

Best Sound Recording, 

Score, “Panaghoy”; and Best Visual Effects, 
Roadrunner Network Inc., for “Lastikman.” 


Yorac bucks PCGG downgrade 


From page Al 
fice of the President. 

Former Senate President Jovito Salonga, who 
was the PCGGSs first chair, agreed with Yorac that 
the President did not have the power to make the 
changes that she reportedly wants to make in the 
agency as the executive order that created the 
PCGG was equivalent to legislation. 

Salonga said the PCGG was created under 
Executive Order 1 dated Feb. 28, 1986, just 
three days after President Aquino came to pow- 
er following the first people power revolution. 


Requires legislation 

‘Since it was a revolutionary government, Ms 
Aquino both had executive and legislative pow- 
ers. Thus EO 1 was equivalent to а legislative 
асг, Salonga said in a phone interview, 

Any amendment to EO 1, which created the 
PCGG, therefore requires legislation because 
the country دا‎ no longer under a revolutionary 
government, he said, 

“1 do not want to blame the President (for 
proposing to place PCGG under the DLR) be- 
cause she is not a lawyer” Salonga said, 

The InQumeR reported yesterday that Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo had placed the 
PCGG, the agency tasked with the recovery of 
ill-gotten wealth from the late dictator Ferdi- 
nand Marcos and his cronies, under the De- 


А А 


partment of Land Reform. 
Ms Arroyo reportedly announced the plans 
during a Cabinet meeting last week. 


Rationale 

According to а Cabinet source, the sup- 
posed rationale for the transfer was that all 
ill-gotten assets recovered by the 1066 were 
tobe used for agrarian reform projects. 

“1дог': know what kind of rearrangement this 
administrative order will effect and so I cannot 
make an intelligent assessment,” Yorac said. 

The PCGG was the first agency that Presi- 
dent Aquino created when she assumed office 
after Marcos was toppled. 

‘Aquino also adopted land reform as herad- 
ministration’ flagship program. In 1987, the 
Department of Agrarian Reform was created 
tooversee the program. 


Executive powers 

‘The Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Law 
mandated that all recovered Marcos ill-gotten 
assets were to go to funding the agrarian re- 
form program. 

Salonga said the President cannot invoke 
her executive powers to remove Уогае as 
PCGG chair. 

“The President does not have the power to 
do that,” Salonga said, 
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derwent a series of medical tests, 
cluding magnetic resonance imaging 
and ultrasound, with costs ranging 
from P28,954 to P217,161 each. 


Application rejected 

Estrada's spokesperson, Didagen Di- 
langalen, claimed the Park View flat, 
which he called a room, was actually 
being rented by Caloocan Rep. Macario. 
"Baby" Asistio who accompanied Estra- 
da to Hong Kong last Monday. 

‘An official of the Hong Kong Adven- 
tist Hospital here told the Agence 
France-Presse that Mow, who flew here. 
without the registration required to 
erate on Estrada, had his application 
rejected twice by the Hong Kong Medi- 
cal Council before Estada arrived for 
the operation last Monday. 

"His application was rejected twice 
in November and December” said the 
hospital official who declined to be 
identified, 

Hospital spokesperson Jeremy Low 
said this was the first time that the 
hospital has been rejected. 

Tt was understood the HKMC had told 
the hospital Mow did not meet the те- 
quirements for limited registration, which 
council member Choi Kin said would be 
given to foreign doctors who come to 
Hong Kong only for academic purposes 
or to demonstrate a new technique. 

‘The hospital source said Estrada's 
team was "working on” getting the li 
cense, 

The issue has already reached the 
Chinese: government, of which Hong 
Kong is a special administrative region. 
Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo has 
sent Assistant Secretary Susan Cas- 
trence to Hong Kong to help convince 
the Chinese authorities to facilitate the 
grant of a license го Mow, an orthope- 
dicsurgeon from California, 

Estrada's Filipino doctor, Larry Joc- 
son, said late last night that if Mow fails 
to get the license, his Chinese associate, 
Julian Cheng, would operate on Estra- 
da. Mow will just assist in the operation. 

“Ме Estrada is determined not to 
leave Hong Kong until he undergoes 
this operation, he said. 


Erap knew? 

There is talk here that Estrada had 
known all along that Mow had been re- 
jected before making the trip after get- 
ting the Sandiganbayan to grant him 
the petition to have the surgery done in 
Hong Kong despite opposition from 
prosecutors who charged that he might 
fee. 

But Dilangalen denied this, saying 
they were expecting the permit to be 
issued by the time Estrada flew to 
Hong Kong оп рес. 27. 

"We do not see that as a problem. In 


fact in August, he (Mow) came here to 
do a major operation,” Dilangalen said. 

In an interview at the hospital, 
Mow also denied that the HKMC had 
thumbed down his application twice, 
saying that he was only asked to com- 
ply with new requirements. 

Dilangalen said they were doing their 
best to comply with “normal Hong Kong 
processes, whether with the HKMC or 
the Hong Kong government.” 


Palace helping 

He expressed optimism that the 
operation would push through long 
before the Jan. 15 deadline set by the 
Sandiganbayan for Estrada to return 
tothe Philippines. 

He said- Malacafiang was helping to 


resolve the issue. The Philippine govem- 


ment has reportedly sent a note Verbale. 
to the Hong Kong government to facili- 
tate the issuance of license to Mow. 
in Manila, the chief government 
prosecutor Dennis Villa-Ignacio said 
“this development has vindicated our 
opposition" to Estrada's overseas trip. 
“Our position all along is that МЕ 
Estrada might just use this trip as an 
excuse to get outside the courts juris- 
diction,” he said in an interview. 
Vila-Ignacio said the postponement 
has put the Sandiganbayan in a spot. 
“It will be hard put defending its 
resolution” allowing Estrada to leave 
the country, he said. 


Worst-case scenario 

“The worst-case scenario is that 
Mow will ask that the operation be 
done in the US or in some other coun- 
try,” he said. 

Villa-Ignacio said he was “shocked” 
when he caught a television interview 
of Mow upon his arrival in Hong Kong 
in which Mow said he was “actually 
willing to come to Manila but that it 
was his patient who was insistent on 
doing it elsewhere.” 

He said фе Sandiganbayan had 
granted Estrada's request to leave 
based on his claim that Mow was “not 
willing” to do the operation in Manila, 

With the interview, there was no 
more basis for the court's resolution 
allowing Estrada to leave, said Vil- 
la-Jgnacio who added that he intend- 
ed to submit a copy of the Mow inter- 
view to the Supreme Court, where 
the prosecution has а standing peti- 
tion blocking Estrada' travel. 


Defense counsel chided 

"Vils-Ignacio also castigated Estrada's 
defense lawyers who he said had not 
been honest with the court about the 
problems that Mow would encounter. 

If Hong Kong were to stand firm on 
not giving Mow the license to oper- 
ate, Villa-Ignacio said Mow should be 
convinced to come to Manila and do 
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Erap surgery called off 


the operation there. 

“Its also for Estrada's sake so that 
his suffering will finally end. We nev- 
er objected to his operation per se,” 
he added. 

locos Sur Gov Luis “Chavit” Singson, 
the former close friend of Estrada whose 
explosive revelations of the latter’ al- 
Jegedly corrupt practices triggered the 
former Presidents ouster, suggested 
that Estrada may have known all along 
about Mows problem with the НКМС 
and thatit was part of his "strategy" 

“Не knew he needed а permit but 
how come he didn't get it first before 
he asked the court [for permission] to 
leave?” Singson said. 


Gov't an accomplice 

Singson, who publicly opposed the 
idea of letting Estrada leave, suggested 
that the government may have been 
complicit with the ex Presidents tactics, 

“The administration thinks that the 
country would be peaceful with 
Estrada out," he said. 

Singson's fear is that Estrada would 
seek refuge in China with which the 
Philippines has no extradition treaty. 

“Не says hell return, I just hope he'll 
really rerum. As far as Tm concerned, I 
did my best to keep him here," he said. 


Nospecial treatment 

Foreign affairs spokesperson Gilber- 
to Asuque doused speculation that the 
‘government was giving Estrada special 
treatment by sending Castrence, the as- 
sistant secretary for Asean Affairs and 
one of ће DFAS top officials, to Hong 
Kong to coordinate with the authorities 
“on matters pertaining to the medical 
needs" of Estrada, 

“We would wish to emphasize that 
ме follow the instructions and the or- 
der ofthe Sandiganbayan. We have to 
uphold the rule of law and the orders 
of the court, Even the former Presi- 
dent is there pursuant to an order of 
the Sandiganbayan," he said, 

CCastrence's presence in Hong Kong 
was "in line with the order of the court 
to implement that order," he said. 

Estrada, who is being tried on major. 
corruption charges at home, arrived in 
this former British colony on Monday 
for the surgery accompanied by his 
wife, a number of relatives and several 
police escorts as well as Dilangalen, 

His son, Sen. Jinggoy Estrada, who 
is also facing corruption charges, 
Joined him here the other day. 


First time 

Iris the first time Estrada has trav- 
led out of the Philippines since he was 
placed under house arrest in 2001 on 
charges of plundering the country of 
580 million during his 30 months in of- 
fice. With reports from Christian Es- 
guerra, TJ Burgonio and AFP 


Estrada shakes off surgery 
jitters with few ‘Eraptions’ 


From page Al 


"Eraptions," his trademark humor 
and wit that is believed to have 
won him the exalted post that he 
lost ignominiously just 30 months 
later. 

Told by his United States-based 
surgeon, Christopher Mow, that he 
would be gaining height after his 
knee-replacement operation, 
Estrada, who stands about 57” 
tall, said he was not looking for- 
ward to it. 

Mow, who will perform the opera- 
tion on Estrada, explained that the ti- 
tanium that would replace Estrada's 
diseased knees would give him added 
height, 

"1 don't need that, maybe some- 
body else needs it," Estrada said 
with a hearty laugh as reporters 
from the Philippines interviewed 
him in his P20,905-a-day hospital 
room at the Hong Kong Adventist 
Hospital, 

President | Macapagal-Arroyo, 
Estrada's vice president who replaced 
him after he was ousted by the second 
Edsa people power uprising in 2001, 
stands barely 5 feet tall. 

While preparing for his surgery 
here, Estrada has been lashing out 
at his successor, saying she was 
afraid of him because he was still 
hugely popular and quite capable of 
launching his own people power up- 
rising. 

Estrada told reporters Не was 
well-prepared for the operation, hav- 
ing passed the pre-operation tests. 


‘Perfect from knees up’ 

“Thisis the Lord's New Year's gift to 
те, perfect from knees up,” he said 
with a wink. 

“Before youcan think of something 
else, what I mean is that Ihave a good 
heart, lungs and other vital organs," 
headded quickly. 

Estrada had complained that his 
arthritic knees had become so painful 


^ 


that he could barely stand for more 
than 5 minutes. 

“I used to take painkillers but they 
no longer work,” he said, adding that 
he had been putting off this operation 
for six years now. 


Still waiting 

As of press time last night, Estrada 
was still waiting for the operation, 
scheduled for 9 a.m. yesterday, to 
push through. Mow had failed to se- 
cure a permit to operate in Hong 
Kong from the Hong Kong Medical 
Council (Story on Page А1.) 

А disappointed Estrada com- 
plained that he had already taken the 
tests and had fasted for the 9 a.m. ор- 
eration. 

Although his knees bothered him, 
he objected to hospital staff moving 
him around ina wheelchair. 

“It makes me look old,” 
67-year-old former leader 
plained. 

Told that he was being described 
here as a “superstar patient," Estrada 
addressed the Ingumer directly, say- 
ing jokingly: “I thought you already 
consider me a has-been as you de- 
scribe me as an ousted ога disgraced 
President.” 

Estrada also took potshots at the 
ABS-CBN television network, saying he 
would only give an interview to a rival 
station because the Janer had higher 
ratings. 


the 


ex 


Sickman 

Malacafiang officials merely 
shrugged off the taunts of Estrada 
and his latest attack on the Presi- 
dent, 

“He is a sick man that needs to be 
healed," said Silvestre Afable Ш, the 
presidential adviser on communica- 
tions, 

“We wish that his operation goes 
well,” Afable said. * 

“Lets not make a big deal out of it 
‘What we want is for his operation to 
be finished as quickly as possible and 


that he comes back immediately to 
the country to face whatever he is fac- 
ing,” Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
told RMN radio. 

Afable, presidential political advis- 
er Gabriel Claudio and chief of staff 
Norberto Gonzales rallied behind the 
President, denying Estrada's claim 
that she was “very, very afraid” of 
him, 

“Afraid? No, she's prevailed over 
more real and daunting challenges as 
President," Claudio said. 

‘They said the President was сара- 
ble of crushing any destabilization at- 
tempt. 

The Malacañang officials said 
the President's regard for her de- 
tained predecessor would not be 
affected by Estrada's latest out- 
burst. 


Policy of compassion 

“The policy of compassion stays de- 
spite his harsh words," Afable said, 

Claudio said he would advise 
Estrada to put politics out of his 
mind and concentrate on his 
surgery. 

“For his own benefit, former Presi- 
dent Estrada should go into his 
surgery and process of recuperation 
with a deeper sense of equanimity, 
devoid of needless anxiety or ووه‎ 
vation, so that his chances for a suc- 
cessful operation can be maximized, 
We до wish him a successful opera- 
tion and a speedy recovery” Claudio 
said. 

Gonzales said Estrada should sepa- 
rate his health problem from polities. 


Mocking 

The officials laughed off Estrada's 
claim that he was capable of mount- 
ing а people power movement 
against the President, 

“Its one thing to plan a people 
power [uprising], it's another thing to 
execute it,” Gonzales said. With re- 
ports from Juliet Labog-Javellana 
and Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
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me WORLD — 
Car bombings rock Riyadh 


RIYADH-Suicide bombers tried to storm Saudi Arabia's metal from the blast. Sea city of Jeddah, taking hostages 
interior ministry and a security unit in the capital Riyadh Тһе building was superficially and killing five people in a daring 
оп Wednesday in what appeared to be the latest brazen بب تیعون‎ эзме ане йек ци ese ona 

А idah рой mission in the kingdom. 
strike by al-Qaida in the world’s top oil exporter above the normally busy area, The US Embassy in Riyadh 

‘An interior ministry statement іту” the statement said. was cordoned off by police. urged Americans in the king- 
said members of the “deviant ‘At the same time, an explosives- The flashing lights of ambulances dom to be more vigilant after 
group"—what the government laden car headed toward the cen- and police cars lit up the area. the blasts. “American citizens 
Pls akQaida--detonated two terofthe special emergency forces. State-owned Ikhbariya televi- аге advised to be aware of their 
bomb-rigged cars outside the Security forces reacted before it sion showed a blown up taxi on surroundings, exercise caution, 
vast, heavily fortified ministry reached the center and those in- the main road, with what ap- and monitor news reports close- 
compound and the security unit, side the car detonated it more than peared to bea dead body inside. |” the embassy said. 
wounding at least 18 people. Shortly after, ройсе raided a Saudi Arabia has been rocked 

Tt said there were no reports of house in the capital and the inte- by a surge of Islamic militant vio- 
deaths so far in the huge blasts— rior ministry said seven militants lence since May 2003, in which 
the first against а government the ministry said, while 12 people linked to the car bombs were about 170 people have been 
building since April and the second at the security center suffered in- killed. It said police also found killed, including Westerners. 
major militant strike this month. juries from glass shards in the explosives and weapons. The wave of suicide bombings 

“The attacks sent global oil prices second bombing which also ‘The attacks bore the hallmarks and shootings has been claimed إن‎ 
higher, with US crude Eee end- wounded “a number” of civilians. of previous car bombings in the by the local wing of Saudi-born y d Dina o 
ing up $1.93 at $43.70 a barrel. А Reuters reporter said the kingdom which the Saudi wing of Osama bin Laden's al-Qaida, а y ЕЖ = 

$ Members of the deviant group eastern gate of the ministry com- al-Qaida has claimed which is bent on toppling the pro- à & al Ка Аад". 
detonated a car rigged witha large pound, which is on a main zv. Theyalsocamethreeweeksafter Western monarchy and driving SAUDIpoliceoffcerslookatthe debris caused by an explosion near. 
amount of explosives outside the enue near other government al-Qaida its stormed into the Westerners out of the birthplace to Saudi Arabia's interior ministry, background, after an explosion in 
easter section ofthe interior min- buildings, was а mass of tangled US consulate compound in the Red of isla Reuters Riyadh late Wednesday. ” 


US troops kill 25 rebels in fierce Iraq fight Ramsey Clark joins 


MOSUL, iraq—US troops backed reaching the combat outpost. and plans to send thousands massive blast. At least 21 people S dd > || 1 t 
by warplanes killed 25 guerrillas Around SO insurgents then at- more troops to the city ahead of were wounded. à 4 ams ega eam 
in the northern Iraqi city of Mosul tacked the outpost with assault ri- Iraq's elections on Jan. 30. Neighbors said they had called 
оп Wednesday after facing a coor- fles, mortars and rocket-pro- Attacks this week on police and police after becoming suspicious AMMAN—Former US Attorney several times over the last 15 
dinated assault involving two sui- — pelled grenades, Hastings said. other Iraqi security forces have left of a foreign-looking dark-skinned Ramsey Clark has joined Saddam years. He was considered a friend 
cide bombs and dozens of insur- “Close air support was called dozens dead in a sign thatthe Sun- man in the house, which they said Hussein's legal team, the chief of of Iraq under Saddam when the 
gents, the military said. in. Initial estimates are 25 ene- ni insurgency, freshly endorsed by had been rented this week and the fallen dictators defense United Nations slapped ап em- 
‘The fighting in Iraq's third mies killed,” Hastings said. Osama bin Laden, remains potent filled with boxes. lawyers said Wednesday. bargo on Baghdad following its 
largest city followed an overnight Не said 15 US troops were despite US offensives intended to — “The house was tumed into a Ziad al-Khasawneh said Clark 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 
attack by insurgents who deto- wounded in ће clashes. protect the election. bomb,” а police officer said. joined the team after Saddam Clark met with al-Khasawneh 
hated three quarters of a ton of The brazen rebel assault illus- The Baghdad blast occurred Three houses were razed (о told his Iraqi lawyer Khalil al and others on the defense team 
explosives in a house that police trated the increasing boldness of when police entered a building in piles of bricks and rubble, while Duleimi, inameetinglastweekto Tuesday and left the kingdom 
were raiding in Baghdad, killing insurgents in the city, following a the westerly Ghazaliya district in half а dozen others were dam- convey his regards to the former Wednesday, al-Khasawneh said. 
at least 28 people. suicide attack on а Mosul base responsetoacäll from a neighbor. aged. Entire families were wiped US attorney. Clark interpreted the With Clark, the number of Sad- 
Witnesses in Mosul said фе last week that killed 22 people in- An Паф interior ministry out, neighbors said. gesture as an attempt to enlist dam's lead lawyers in the Jordan- 
fighting began when a suicide cluding 18 Americans—thedead- spokesperson said the call was * saw unexploded artillery him, al-Khasawneh added. based defense team becomes 25, 
ра detonated a fuel truck liest single attack on Americans apparently a trap. “When the po- shells with red wires taken ош of _ Clarks law office in New York said al-Khasawneh, who has said 
outside a house that has been oc- inlragsincethestartofthewarto lice arrived and went in, the the rubble,” said neighbor Mo- City refused to comment on the he was appointed by Saddam's 
cupied as a combat outpost by US oust Saddam Hussein. house blew up,” he said. "Itseems hammed Ali, 35, a taxi driver. report and said Clark was sched- wife Sajida. 
troops since last month. Security collapsed in Mosul last to have been a trap.” ‘On Monday, an audio tape pur- uled to be out of the country until Тће other lawyers come from 
Lı Col. Paul Hastings, US mili month when rebels overran sever- Six policemen were among the ропефу from Bin Laden endorsed next week. different countries and include 
-tary spokesperson in Mosul, said a al police stations in the city, 390 dead and four officers were miss. Jordanian militant ‘Abu Musab al- Clark, who served as attorney people who have previously tak- 
patrol responding to the blast was km north of Baghdad, and most of ing, a ministry spokesperson said. Zarqawi as the al-Qaida leader in general under the late President еп high profile international cas- 
attacked by a second suicide car the city’s police fled their posts. Witnesses saw at least one more Iraq, and declared holy war on US Lyndon Johnson for three years es or are known sympathizers 
bomb, and also had to deal with The US military has conceded dead woman dug from the rubble and Iraqi forces trying to safe- in the 1960s, isa staunch antiwar with Saddam's deposed Arab 
several roadside bombs before it is not in control of some areas of nearby houses razed by the guard the election. Reuters opponent who has met Saddam Baath Socialist Party. AP 


Details of detainees' treatment HITACHI 
at Guantanamo Bay emerge Inspire the Next 


WASHINGTON —Re- court decisions while ment, or expanded in preiminay sages, | NOW there's an even better reason to stay at home. 


cent legal cases have protecting Americans procedural rights in and more lawsuits are 
penetrated the secrecy from terrorists. military tials. All are expected. АР 
of the George W. Bush In the lawsuits, de- 
administration's teat- tainees want federal 1 а 
ment of terrorism de- judges to order the | 64937 in 24 mos. mig 
tainees, revealing that Pentagon to let them 
foreigners who aided have lawyers at the 
al-Qaida can be held tribunal hearings, see 
indefinitely even Мас secret evidence 
help was unintentional against them, and ex- 
or evidence of it was clude evidence gained 
produced by torture. Бу torture or to have 
But new legal op- civilian US courts hear и > 
portunities for the 550 Help increase 
detainees at Guan- h the school ~ 
tanamo Bay, Cuba, to ing and subseq productivity 
seek freedom proba- proceedings: have of your child. 
bly wont produce produced some re- 5 
many releases soon, sults in the second 
Only two de- halfof2004: 
tainees have been re- * The Pentagon 
leased by the Com- established the new 
batantStatus Review military reviews of 
‘Tribunals the Pen- detainees. 
tagon set up in те ө More than six 
sponse to one اه‎ wo dozen ситен or Or. ne eens 22 gle деле 43 нан“ 
June decisions on de- mer detainees have -— 4 imory + 5: inm 
wiet һу ње fled 21 нане. I ماس د‎ 506 ат И Г 
Supreme Court. Оле ing either release, Interner ready + уе waranty + As low as Р20500. = : 
سه‎ lis of dollars in | Calustodayei722 7006 1296-2057 1536 2056. : 
Vie d mu с projection 
ers detained as ene- 
e combatants to < High Resolution (1284 x 784) LCD 3 Panel Light Engine + Ultra Fine Рой (0.062mm) 
challenge their im- | Soroen with Anti-Refiective Costing + Digital Photo Memory Card Slot + Auto link (Video 
ев sr che US | MGB Approves CAC Social Development & pod Y у 
тазе пове. Management Program 
Йй more than | نم‎ aggregates Corporation (CAC) (лад secures е ap- 
edd бе Ger proval of the Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) for its 5-year So- 
амы have repe ШУ | ciai Development & Management Program (SDMP) for ts aggregates 
panels Have, ch. | miingoperatonsinAngono,Riat Last 15 December 2004, MGB DF 
ауана rector Horacio С. Ramos approved the program n ће presence of En- 
detention, gs. | gineers Roly Cruz and Јов Laporga, Acting General Manager and 
kem an та Ва Ма | Asst. General Manager of CAC, respectively. LED مون‎ Engine Image Piel Processor Memory Card Slot 
ing release, said Eu. | _ The program, a product of more than a year of thorough study and kasa سم هع‎ eso EI] 
ing rs; S DE | autor win LGU nd NGOs providos tar the doveiopmentand A 
Beton attomey who | mblementalon of projects which wil benefit the community and its | |: en سه‎ аа 
ies п ишу | residents such as food control system, water supply system, Ivo 
fw "The due process | hood programs, and medical assistance programs. This year, САС 
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Defense lawyers | Roque, Angono, Rizal. E \UTHORIZED DEALER: 
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До We 
PLO radicals back Abbas rival for presidency 


GAZA—A Palestinian militant radical group in the umbrella Pales. -— Palestinian coalition,” he said. Hamas won some municipal 
group behind some suicide tine Liberation Organization led by Political analyst Напі Habib said elections last week and may run 
bombings against Israel said on Abbas and opposes peacemaking the РЕР move would improve іп parliamentary polls next year. 
Wednesday it would back a lead- with Israel in contrast with Fatah, Barghouthi showing by attracting The Fatah-affliated al-Aqsa 
ing proponent of non-violence the PLO's mainstream faction а number of undecided voters, al- Martyrs Brigades say its gunmen 
running in a presidential election Barghouthi, running a distant f though not enough to upset Abbas. will vote for Abbas “to give him a 
to succeed Yasser Arafat, second to Abbas in the Jan. 9 It could also raise fear in Fatah, chance” because he wants to root 
The endorsement of human- election race, is a prominent critic he said, that Islamists might backan out corruption and carry ош 
rights activist Mustafa Barghouthi of Israeli army crackdowns in oc- E independent Ще Barghouthi “о at democratic reform, 
by the Popular Front for the Libera- cupied territory but, like Abbas, ДИ least prevent Abbas from achieving But the Brigades, like Hamas 
tion of Palestine highlighted a po- wants a halt to bloodshed and a big victory” that he needs for a and the PFLR have resisted Abbas’ 
litical shift after Arafat's death in talks on a Palestinian state со-ех popular mandate to reinin militants calls for a truce with Israel, al- 
which other militants have decided isting alongside Israel. воће can negotiate with Israel. though violence has abated 
to back election frontrunner Mah- Muhana said the РИР and ABBAS Senior Hamas leader Mahmoud markedly in most areas since 
moud Abbas, who has condemned Barghouthi had agreed on key is al-Zahar, whose group rejected to Arafat died in November. 
ап armed uprising against Israel as uch as stressing a “right of re- outhi said he disagreed with some field a candidate for the election, — Fatah, which nominated Abbas 
а mistake. tum’ of refugees to what is now = PFLPviewsbutits move would fes- said members of the group were as its candidate, draws around 40 
“We call on all members ofthe rael and rejecting any peace based Y after Arafat. бее to vote—a departure from a percent in polls followed by Is 
РЕР and the Palestinian people оп 1990s interim deals that did not give maximum effort to general boycott declared by anoth- lamist militant group Hamas, 
to support and vote for Dr. require full Israeli withdrawal from зле the popular (non-vio- er Hamas leader earlier this month. which is not contesting the elec 
Mustafa al-Barghouthi,” senior occupied areas. m nature of the struggle (for “We asked nobody to go (vote) tion, at about 20 percent. VIKING NEW YEAR 
DELP leader Каван Muhana told Asked about being linked with a statehood). We will seek to unite and nobody to boycott it Mustafaisa distant cousin of jailed | Men dressed as Vikings prepare to burn] 
а news conference in Gaza. group that has killed Israelis in sui- the vision of struggle through dia- Everyone, even Hamas mem- uprising leader Marwan Barghouthi | launch pad for the city’s Hogmanay (Ме) 
The РЕР which hasabout2 per- cide bombings and assassinated an logue. “(The PFLP endorsement) bers, is free to participate or not,” who pulled out of the presidential | spectators and people dressed as 
cent support in opinion polls, is a Israeli Cabinet minister, Bargh- can bethe startofa new democratic Zahar said. race this month. Reuters 


LOBAL 
EQUALITY 


THIS file photo shows Oded Golan in Tel Aviv 
pointing to the carved Hebrew inscription on 
ап ossuary, believed to have held the bones of 
Jesus’ brother James. Golan was charged 

with forging a host of biblical relics including 
thestone casket, am 


4 antiquities 
dealers indicted 
for forged relics 


JERUSALEM—Four Israeli antiquities collectors 
and dealers were indicted Wednesday on 
charges they ran a sophisticated forgery ring 
that spanned the globe and produced a treasure 
trove of fake Bible-era artifacts, including some 
that were hailed as major archeological fi 
Police said the ring forged what were 
ed as perhaps the two biggest biblical discoveries 
in the Holy Land in recent years—the purported 
burial box of Jesus’ brother James and a stone 
tablet with written instructions by King Yoash on 
maintenance work at the Jewish Temple. 
The forgers “were trying to change history" 
said Shuka Dorfman, head of the Israel Antiq: 
vities Authority. Investigators warned that col- 
lectors and museums around the world could 
be in the possession of fakes, and scholars said 
museums should re-examine items of suspi- 
cious origin. The forgery ring has been operat- 
ing for more than 20 years, Dorfman said. 
‘Scholars said the forgers were exploiting the 
deep emotional needs of Jews and Christians 
to find physical evidence to reinforce their be- 
liefs, “This does not discredit the profession. It 
discredits unscrupulous dealers and collec 
tors,” said Eric Myers, an archeology professor 
at Duke University in North Carolina. 
The announcement of the indictments was 
made at a joint news conference of the Antiq- 
uities Authority and the police, capping a 
two-year probe. The indictment listed 124 
witnesses, including antiquities collectors, 
archeologists, officials from Sotheby's auction 
house in Israel and representatives of the 
British Museum and the Brooklyn Museum. 
Dorfman said the Israeli investigators had 
limited resources, and the sc of the fraud 
appears to go far beyond what has been un- 
covered so far. “We discovered only the tip of 
the iceberg. This spans the globe, It generated 
millions of dollars,” Dorfman said. 
‘The forgers would often use authentic but rel- 
atively mundane artifacts, such as a plain burial. 
box, decanter or shard, and boost their value 
ormously by adding inscriptions, Dorfman 
said. Once the words were engraved, the forgers 
would try to recreate patina, or ancient grime, to 
cover the carvings, the indictment said. 
n indicted were Tel Aviv collector. 
Oded Golan, owner of the James ossuary and the 
tablet; Robert Deutsch, an inscriptions ex. 
pert who teaches at Haifa University; collector 
Shlomo Cohen, and antiquities dealer Faiz а} 
Amaleh, The four are free on bail, police said. 
Golan said in a statement Wednesday that 
there isnot one grain of truth in the fantastic 
allegations related to me,” and that the inves. 
gation was aimed at “destroying collecting 
and trade in antiquities in Israel.” Deutsch s ٩ 
Additional indictments were to be issued وا‎ га 4 ай 1 
coming days, said Shaul Naim, the chief in ^ TEST DRIVE 1 ЕА TOYOTA HILUX at your NEAREST TOYOTA | DEAL LER TODAY 
vestigator of the Jerusalem police. A fifth per 
on was mentioned in Wednesday's indict. 
ment, but his name was withheld because he 
has not yet been located, officials said. 
The probe began after the Yoash tablet was of 
fered for sale to the Israe um, for $4.5 mi TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES 858. 
jon two years ago. Uzi Dahari, a top official in the TOYOTA DEALER NETWORK: TOYOTA ALABANG, INC., Alabang-Zapote Rd. сос Concha Cruz Drive 800-0801 to 32 / 802-1981 TOYOTA BACOLOD CITY, Gardenvile Sub 


Israel Antiquities Authority said in a recent lecture 


that some of the forgeries were done by an E 


an artisan who has worked in Israel for the past 


15 years. The Egyptian went out 


king in a Те 


Aviv pub from time to time and would brag about 
exploits, Dahari said, adding that some of the 


pub-goers alerted the police. 
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| 29th human bird Пи case in Vietnam 


HANOI—A 16-ye: The girl from Dong Thap is among people. than 40 million in Vietn 
southern Vietnam has become in- Vietnam's 29th person confirmed аз admitted to a clin- Animal health officials have re 
flected with the bird flu strain with the disease. Ninh province late last ly warned that seasonably 
that killed 32 people earlier this ‘She is still in critical condition week, before being f cool temperatures and the in 
year and devastated the poultry and is being hooked to а respira- the hospital in Ho Chi Minh City creased transportation of poultry 
industry across Asia, a doctor said tor,” Hien said. оп Dec, 26, Kiet said. between now and the Lunar New 
Thursday. The girl had slaughtered a None of the uncle's eight fami- Year holiday in early February 
The girl, from the southern chicken she brought with her ly members have developed bird create conditions favoring the 
Mekong Delta province of Dong from Dong Thap province to Пи symptoms, and the man's spread of the virus, 
Thap, was in critical condition southern Tay Ninh province, house has been disinfected, he 
and ona respirator at the Hospi- where she was visiting her un- said. ‘Transport ban 
tal for Tropical Diseases in Ho cle. She developed the disease's 5 Prime Minister Phan Van Khai 
Chi Minh City, hospital deputy typical symptoms о! fever, Health officials this week ordered a ban on trans. 
director Dr. Tran Tinh Hien coughing and breathing diffi h portation of sick poultry from af. 
culties on Dec. 19, said Huynh fected areas, and heavy penalties 
Vietnam has suffered recur- Tan Kiet of the Tay N e dise for those who sell sick birds at 
ring outbreaks of the disease in cial Preventive Medicine Сеп. Vietnam's last previous human markets. 
chicken farms—most recently іп ter. case of bird flu was a 14-month- International health officials at 
southern provi inceabig |. old boy who died in September in а conference in Singapore earlier 
Wave of infections sickened Direct contact Hanoi this month warned that the 
poultry across much of Asia ear- Most human cases of bird flu During the outbreaks earlier in world's next pandemic was likely 
а 12-meter long Viking longship on Calton Hill in Edinburgh as the lier this year. The virus has have been traced to direct contact the year, more than 100 million to be a potent mix of avian in 
5. The festival was attended by thousands of jumped to people in Vietnam, s. The virus is not chickens and ducks were culled fluenza and a human fu 
ете it killed 20, and Thailand, је mutated into а or died in 10 countries and terri- virus—and that it was likely to 
where it killed 12. ап easily be passed tories in including more emerge from AP 


Japan emperor’s 
228 only daughter 
Sayako to wed 


TOKYO—Japan on Thursday ende 
ona happy note with t 
hat the emperor's оп! 
ll marry, a piece of good 
dtwi сду 
35, will marry Yoshiki Kuroda, 


the Tokyo 
date “after the summer 
nounced 

‘Mr. Yoshiki Кого partner for 
Princess Norinomiya. He cellent per 
son,” Imperial Household Grand Steward 
Toshio Yuasa told a news conference, refer 
ring to Sayako by her royal name. 

Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi will head 
an eight-member government panel that w 
tap into state funds ding, includ 


sayako, who by cu: 


Japan had eagerly antic 
of Sayako, a professional bird ré whe 
had сате would think about mar 
а national trend of settling down late 
ws of Sayako's marriage had b 
media since mid-November b 

palace twice delayed announcing ii 
when an earthquake killed 40 people in c 
tral Japan and then when 92-year-ol 
Princess Kikuko d e 
conference on the engag 
held on Dec. 1 

On Thursday, the press co 
ahead but again coincided with 

Emperor Akihito and Empre 
sued statements on the зат! 
daughter's engagement and offering се 
lences for victims of s 
trophic tsunamis 

In their stat on the 35-ye: 
39-year-old or and em 
the d 
share their lives to 


Massacre of 800 
Albanians during 
osovo war bared 


With an enhanced frame and suspension for faultless stability. 


Driven by the most advanced diesel engine technology. пое en раза EE T 
new D-4D Common-Rail and Variable Nozzle Turbo with victims of m ns, Serbia's war 


Intercooler engine for the perfect balance of power and fuel cs илиги sday, in the first 
efficiency. Plus, aerodynamic styling that complements a ajnica 

were found the remai ple who had 
been victims of mass executions in Kosovo 


Vladimir Vuke as quote 


Certainly, this is luxury and power at its finest saying by ing jalak ع‎ E emer o 


luxurious and spacious interior. 


prosecute 


held claims by Serbian and ational 


New D-4D Common-Rail VN Turbo Intercooler оло burn fi eh Al 


ians were the victim 
during the conflict 
The remains of some 800 ethnic 
were exhumed in 2001 from an 
the Serbian secret police training camp 
Batajnica, near Belgrade 
1 ing the exhumation and aut 
it has become clear that those people were 
not killed by bomb explosions, but their 
unds showed that they had been execut 
Vukcevic said. 
or said his office 
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Dangerous revelry 


|ONIGHT the skies will light up with a thousand and 

| опе flares and a legion of blazing portents. No, it's 

not the end of the world. It’s just the traditional 

New Year’s Eve revelry of fireworks, firecrackers—and 
fiery or fatal accidents. 

To the credit of this reckless nation, the revelry through 
the years has become less and less deadly. Despite the 

characteristic tendency of revelers to 
EDITORIAL explode themselves to kingdom come, 

there has grown a movement and a crit- 
ical mass promoting and exercising caution and restraint 
during the celebration. That mass is building up. 

For instance, the police leadership this year has 
pledged to crack down severely on violators of the law on 
illegal firecrackers. Banned pyrotechnics are those that 
contain more than 0.2 grams of explosive ingredients, ig- 
nite in less than three seconds or before the count of six, 
and carry no manufacturers label. In the Philippines, 
these pyrotechnics come with such fancy names as “big 
triangle,” “super lolo,” “thunder,” “mother rocket,” “five- 
star,” “OG,” “pla-pla,” “pillbox,” “whistle bomb,” “giant 
whistle bomb,” “atomic bomb” and “super bawang.” 

It seems local authorities are cooperating with the po- 
lice initiative. Gov. Josefina Cruz of Bulacan, the fire- 
cracker capital of the Philippines, has urged consumers to 
use only regulated pyrotechnics bearing business regis- 
tration numbers. She said that the provincial government 
would crack down on illegal firecracker manufacturers 
and implementto the letter Republic Act 7183, the law on 
pyrotechnics. 

But local governments seem impervious to a 2002 
memorandum from the Department of Interior and Local 
Government to designate firecracker zones in their locali- 
ties so as to regulate the festivities. Perhaps this measure 
should be tried and tested. It may yet rationalize fire- 
cracker use and limit its potential for damage and dan- 
ger. 

But there’s also concern about police and military offi- 
cers firing guns at the height of the revelry. Cases of illegal 
discharge of firearms in the past years have led to deaths 
and injuries, Interior Secretary Angelo Reyes has warned 
policemen, soldiers and firemen who will fire their guns 
that they would be charged and fired from the service. 

Safety precautions tonight cannot be overemphasized. 
Untrammeled and irrational use of firecrackers has 
maimed and even killed thousands. It has also rendered 
thousands homeless on the occasions when firecrackers 
cause fire accidents. Although firecracker accidents have 
been on a decline since 1999, there’s a need to further 
lessen the incidence. There ought to be new warnings 
about the irreparability of a firecracker injury since many 
survivors die of tetanus infection later on, as statistics of 
the health department tend to show. 

Moreover, there’s the environmental threat. Firecrack- 
er use contributes to the despoliation of an environment 
already stretched to its breathing limits by industrial and 
residential pollution. There must be a more welcoming 
way to welcome the New Year without compromising 
health and the ecology. 
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Happy New Year to everybody. May all your. 
fingers remain intact after the revelry. 


ОМ THE EVE of the New Year, when the whole 
Philippines erupts in a paroxysm of explosions 
and most Filipinos lose their common sense 
(and some their fingers), the Philippine Na- 
tional Police again issued a press release, as it 
always does at this time of the year, warning 
that those who manufacture, sell and explode 
illegal firecrackers would not escape prosecu- 
tion. Another press release said the PNP would 
set up “pyrotechnic zones” in Metro Manila to 
prevent injuries and death and fires during the 
revelry. Residents are supposed to fire and ex- 
plode their pyrotechnic devices only inside 
these “pyrotechnic zones” and not in front of 
theirhomes or anywhere else. 

As with most РМР warnings before New 
Years Eve, nobody will pay attention to them, 
and people will continue to buy and explode il- 
legal firecrackers in front of their homes. No- 
body will bother to use the “pyrotechnic 
zones," but the PNP will not be able to arrest 
and prosecute persons who violate the rules. 
Moreover, many guntoters, including ре 
men and soldiers, will fire their guns into the 
air (and put innocent people in danger; a few 
will actually be hit and injured and even die) 
but almost nobody will be arrested, prosecuted 
and jailed. Tomorrow, everything will be for- 
gotten—until next New Year's Eve. 

A third press release, this time from the py- 

technics manufacturers of Bulacan, com- 


plained that imported firecrackers were killing . 


the Philippine pyrotechnic industry. All these 
are inter-related. 

All the casualties, and all the PNP warnings 
(which are never enforced anyway) would be 
unnecessary if the police and the local govern- 
ment units (specifically of the municipality of 
Bocaue and of the province of Bulacan) would 
monitor the manufacture of pyrotechnics to 
make sure only the legal and safe ones are 
made. If the manufacturers would only limit 
themselves to the smaller and safe devices, 
they could manufacture all the firecrackers 
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they want, even export them, and nobody 
would be hurt. 

But the makers think that if they produce 
the powerful pla-pla, super lolo, thunder and 
other miniature bombs, they would be able to 
sell more. So they defy the law and put their 
customers in danger because of greed. And 
customers will foolishly continue to buy them 
as longas they are available. 

The key, therefore, is to watch the manufac- 
turers while they are still manufacturing their 
pyrotechnics, not later when they are already 
finished and are being sold. When the illegal 
firecrackers are already finished, the makers 
will try to sell them, even on the sly, because 
they will lose money if they don't. 

‘And local manufacturers are losing out to 
the importers because imported firecrackers 
are safer. Our process of making pyrotechnics 
is still primitive compared ко those of other 
countries such as Hong Kong, Taiwan and Chi- 
па. If we would only send our own workers го 
these countries to study how they make theirs, 
we would be able to compete with them and 
develop our own industry 

It is to their own benefit if the manufactur- 
ers obey the law and limit their business to the 
making of safe firecrackers. But they are 
greedy and stubborn and don't see the light. Ir 
is the duty of the government to see to it that 
they do. 

‘The Philippine Animal Welfare Society 
(PAWS) will greet the New Year with a free 
service for pet owners and to curb the popu- 
lation explosion of dogs and cats. 

PAWS will hold its first "Spay-Day at 
PARC," а monthly free neutering program 


for dogs and cats. Pet owners who wish to 
avoid unwanted kittens or puppies are invit- 
ed to bring their pets on Jan. 30, Sunday, to 
the PARC shelter on Aurora Boulevard, near 
Barangka, Marikina, For more information, 
call PARC at 475-1688, A PARC location map 
can be found in www.paws.org.ph 

On March 20, Sunday, PAWS will join the 
Philippine Canine Club Inc. and other 
groups, in the biggest “Dog Walk for a 
Cause.” The main objective of the activity i 
to protest the indiscriminate killing of dogs. 
The event, which will be participated in by 
various groups holding simultaneous walks 
in different parts of the country, will at- 
tempt to break the record in the Guinness 
Book of Records for the largest number of 
participating dogs and their humans, and 
the longest walk (approximately 5 km). In- 
terested parties may call 475-1688, for ad- 
ditional information on the dog walk and 
how to join. Free rabies vaccinations will be 
given to all dog-participants joining the 
PAWS group, on Jan. 8, 2005. 

Let's all help make a statement in defense 
of man’s best friend and be part of Guinness 
history. 

Finally, a reminder for tonight's revelry. 
Dogs are terrified by firecracker explo- 
sions. Their hearing is 10 times more sensi- 
tive than that of humans. So what sounds 
like ordinary explosions to us are terrifying 
to dogs. Put wads of cotton in their ears to 
deaden the sounds and take them inside 
the house, stay with them, pat and stroke 
them to reassure them at the height of the 
revelry. 

TODAY'S JOKE: FPJ's electoral protest be- 
fore the Presidential Electoral Tribunal will 
take very long to resolve and costa lot of mon- 
ey. But there is a faster and cheaper way. To 
determine once and for all who really won, 
GMA should have her own funeral to see who 
between the two of them, ЕР) or GMA, will 
have the bigger number of mourners and 
marchers. 


Rizal: nationalism, exile and return 


IF “exile is the nursery of nationalism,” then 
the eight million OFWs must be cur long incu- 
bated patriots for the 21st century. Historians 
say that Jose Rizal and his fellow ilustrados 
found themselves in Spain detached from their 
native land, and for the first time identified 
опе another not as Tagalogs, llocanos, Kapam- 
pangans, or Visayans, but as Filipinos. Every 
schoolchild on these islands knows the story of 
how the term “Filipino,” erstwhile used to de- 
scribe the Creole Spaniard, came го refer to us, 
the natives. 

Today the ilustrado discovery of Filipino- 
ness in 19th century Spain is replicated in the 
lives of OFWs, exiles by economic necessity, ex- 
cept that for them, their political identity as 
Filipinos is already officially defined: they 
travel on Philippine passports and are identi- 
fied by foreigners as Filipinos. What is left to be 
rediscovered abroad is their cultural identity, 
that ever-unanswered question оп what it 
means to say that we are Filipino, beyond 
singing "Lupang Hinirang” and reciting 
“Panatang Makabayan.” 

‘The law can easily identify who is Filipino, 
but it is an entirely more complex thing for us 
to identify ourselves as Filipinos deep in our 
hearts. That В more elusive, especially to 
scholars who must explain itin words and wit 
footnotes, and that is why we must seek our 
Filipino-ness, not in our official lives where we 
fill out forms and take oaths of allegiance, and 
tum instead to our day-to-day lives where the 
true self comes out more honestly. 

It was during the five Christmases 1 spent 
abroad in Cambridge, Massachusetts, that | re- 
alized how much I hankered for Filipino food. 
Well-meaning friends in Manila would joke 
that Filipino food was nothing but Chinese 
food with Spanish names. Yet in the midst of 
winter, I asked my wife to set aside writing her 
master's thesis on “Conflict of Laws" just so she 
could cook adobo for me, and indeed buy an air 
purifier so that she could do it despite the 
sealed windows and kill that awful smell so 
glorious on white steamed rice, yet а lethal 
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Until then, 1 would have found it unthink- 
able that 1 had not fully become a Filipino in 
Diliman, yet in hindsight, what 1 had imbibed 
was nationalism of the cerebral sort, at best 
опе that was defined in terms of what we were 
fighting against, whether it was to fend off the 
Metrocom truncheons, their anti-riot squads 
and water cannons or oppose the US military 
bases, To be Filipino, we strived to be the oppo- 
"site of good, obedient colonials, and rebelle: 

But being Filipino must go beyond explicit 
causes and must turn inward toward personal 
longings. Today, I would say to those whose 
nationalism is stunted at the political, never 
transcending to the cultural: Magpakatotoo ка! 
(to borrow the words of that wonderful ad), 

Conversely, a Filipino may live abroad, but 
at night when he sleeps, he dreams of the 
hometown, and during lulls at werk the next 
Фау, his mind would play with homegrown re- 
membrances or fret over Manila-bound trou- 
bles. He is present in the Philippines more than 
we can imagine. 

Jose Rizal embodies the “estranged native," 
much like the "Queen's Chinese ... the Ап- 
glophile Indian, or [the] Parisian Marxist who 
happens to be Algerian,” or in Rizal's novel 


“Noli Me Tangere,” the character Crisostomo 
Ibarra, who draws “his authority from his dis- 
tance, he stands outside, in some privileged 
place, where he has access to ‘advanced’ or 
universal principles." (M. Walzer, “Interpreta- 
tion and Social Criticism," 1993) 

But Rizal also exemplifies Walzer's “con- 
nected critic,” who “arguels] with his fellows- 
who, angrily and insistently, sometimes at con- 
siderable personal risk ... objects, protests, and 
Temonstrates That is why Rizal soon de- 
spaired of the filibustero's work in Spain and 
returned to Manila. 

Explaining his decision to return, Rizal 
could very well have spoken of the Philippines 
today: “Ше in Filipinas has become unbe 
able... there, there is no morality no virtue, no 
justice... For this reason I think that La Sol 
daridad is no longer the battlefield. It а new 
struggle ме now face ... The fight is no longer 
in Madrid." He felt that the propagandists 
were “brave only while they were in peaceful 
Europe, far from the fire." He concluded: “The 
сите must be brought to the sick." (0.D. Cor- 
риг, "Saga and Triumph: The Filipino Revolu- 
tion Against Spain,” 2002) 

Corpuz hailed Rizal as a radical visionary, 
but some politically correct historians deni- 
grate Rizal as a "mere" reformist, an enemy of. 
the Revolution. To them I recall the genocidal 
costs of past crusades for ideological purity 
around the globe, and remember the closing 
scene in “El Filibusterismo": "Our ills we owe 
to ourselves, let us not toss the blame to any- 
one, ... [When] we see our own countrymen in 
private life feeling shame within themselves, 

and in public Ше keep silent, to make a cho- 
тиз with him who abuses ..; while we see them 
enclosed in their selfishness, praising the most 
iniquitous deeds with forced smiles, begging 
with their eyes for a portion of the booty, why 
give them freedom? ... Why independence if 
the slaves of today will be the tyrants of tomor- 
row?" 
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Terminal 


THE ADMINISTRATION of President Macapagal- 
Arroyo begins the new year with a key economic- 
related decision that raises false expectations, 
with the promise to open by mid-year the still un- 
completed Terminal 3 of the Ninoy Aquino Inter- 
national Airport. This target opening date for the 
terminal, which has remained unused for more 
than two years, is unrealistic and glosses over the 
thorny issues that have to be overcome before it 
can be operational. 

‘The government may have acted decisively 
when it moved last Dec. 21 to expropriate the ter- 

1, but expropriation is only the beginning of 
clearing the path to resolve two important issues: 
first, the "fair and just” compensation to be given 
to Platco and its foreign partner, Fraport, for 
building the terminal; and, second, ensuring that 
the terminal's facilities are functional and safe, 
befitting a “world-class airport.” The administra- 
tion's announcement seems to convey the impres- 
sion that the exercise by the government of the 
power of eminent domain to take over a facility 
built on public property “in the public interest” 
works like magic that banishes hard issues. The 
government is putting its credibility on the line by 
setting an unrealistic deadline. If not met, this 
could blow up in the government's face. 

‘There are at least two important reasons the 
government wants to show results early in the 
new year, It is facing the specter of a disastrous 
plunge in its public opinion rating (negative 5 
percent at the end of the year) and is seeking to 
reverse it before it sinks the administration into а 
permanent quicksand for the entire year. The oth- 
er urgent reason is that it faces a possible credit 
rating downgrading by international rating orga- 
nizations, If the administration falls to open the 
new terminal according to Из target date, itis go- 
ing to damage extensively its credibility in getting 
things done, and a disappointment is certain to 
sink her rating even more deeply. 

‘Additionally the President starts the new year 
with an impression of action by calling Congress 
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toa special session for a few days to pass a couple 
more of the eight urgent tax measures as a 
demonstration of the political will of the adminis- 
tration to stem the fiscal crisis in order to avert a 
credit downgrading. 

With the decision to expropriate Terminal 3, 
following the breakdown of negotiations with Pi- 
ако and Fraport, the administration wrenched 
the dispute from the hands of international arbi- 
tration bodies. Fraport has brought the dispute to 
the World Bank's International Center for Settle- 
ment of Investment Disputes in Washington, D.C., 
‘while Piatco has filed a recovery case before the 
International Court of Arbitration of the Interna- 

" tional Chamber of Commerce in Singapore. Fra- 
port is demanding $465 million in recovery costs 
while Piatco has filed а claim for $500 million 
with the ICC in Singapore. The government finds 
these claims exorbitant and “unreasonable.” 

‘After stepping out from international arbitra- 
tion, the government has asked a Philippine court 
to appoint a three-member commission to deter- 
mine the “fair and just" compensation for Piateo 
and Fraport. While the right of Piatco and Fraport 
to fair compensation was conceded by the gov- 
ernment, the vexatious issue is the amount. De- 
termination of the amount will be a time-con- 
suming process that is unlikely to be completed 
within six months, 

‘Although there is strong pressure and a broad 
consensus for the immediate opening of the ter- 
minal, there is equally strong pressure, both do- 
mestic and international (from the investment 
community), to expedite decision on the com- 
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pensation. Although business groups expressed 
their approval of expropriation, they have insist 
ей on just compensation. The Makati Business 
Club said, “We note with approval that the ехрго- 
priation...comes with the assurance from the 
government that will pay fair and just compensa- 
tion for the facility as ordered by the Supreme 
Court." The MBC noted that the results of its busi- 
ness opinion survey released two weeks ago 
showed that a large number of Filipino and for- 
eign businessmen "wanted the government to ad- 
dress this infrastructure problem by next year” A 
business conference last November identified 
Terminal 3 as a key infrastructure project and 
said that its opening would help stimulate re- 
newed investor interest in the Philippines. 

The Manila International Airport Authority 
this week began a survey of the terminal to deter- 
mine whether repairs are needed to get it oper 
tional, since there have been reports that its facil 
ities have deteriorated in the last two years. The 
‘expropriation order by the court authorized entry 
by government authorities into the terminal, 
from which they had been barred by Piatco, and 
enabled them to conduct an inventory and in- 
spection of ts facilities. 

To counter Piatco's and Ргарогез claims, the 
government has made counterclaims against the 
Consortium, amounting to $907 million which 
will have to be adjudicated by the three-member 
judicial commission. 

Up to now, the terminal does not even have а 
cargo terminal and it will take more than six 
months to build it. The cargo terminals are locat- 
ей at Terminals 1 and 2. The plan was to build a 
tunnel to connect Terminal 3 to the cargo termi- 
nal. This tunnel was not built because it would 
have cost an additional $18 million. 

Japanese and Filipino engineers will conduct 
the survey of the facilities. The Takenaka Согр., 
which built Terminal 3, has submitted a report 
saying that a number of facilites were below 
specifications. 


Doomsday reflections 


ten by TV journalist Howie Severino 
lished in the last quarter 2004 issue о 
vestigative Reporting Magazine. 

Focusing on "Philippines 2015," this issue of " 
seeks to paint a scenario of the future in various 
sectors, from the media to education to health and 
the family. Asked to write on the environment, 
Severino details the many anxieties he and his 
wife Ipat Luna went through as they awaited the 
birth of theirson two years ago, As Severino points 
out, its difficult, if not indeed impossible, for any- 
one, even the unborn, to "escape" from the envi- 
ronment. In fact, it's our children who are the most. 
vulnerable to the environmental dangers around 
us today, and who will pay the price tomorrow for 
‘our selfishness and indifference today. 

Perhaps for 2005, we can all ask ourselves the 
question Severino posed to himself: Have we just 
pushed back doomsday to a later date? And what 
can we do now to ensure that day never comes? 
Excerpts from Severino's article follows. 
PARANOIA and guilt are among the occupa- 
tional hazards of covering the environment. I 
have not had too many moments of ease while 
learning all I can about the overwhelming 
threats to the planet. 

(On) the environmental beat, it's hard not 
to imagine a personal responsibility for at 
least some of the Шв our earth is heir 
to—garbage, air pollution, or even open-pit 
mining (oh no, this computer I'm using con- 
tains mined resources)... 

So it was inevitable that a sprinkling of para- 
noia and guilt mixed up with the tremendous 
joy 1 felt when I heard the news about my com- 
ing first-born. My wife Ipat and I had waited sev- 
en years for that news, withstanding the family 
pressures and whispered rumors that accompa- 
ny such a long wait, But that was time also spent 
thinking about such things as an intriguing arti- 
cle 1 once read about a human extinction move- 
ment, where people chose not to reproduce un- 
til our species just faded away. It was the most 
radical way I had heard of to save the earth. 
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‘Yet I knew no matter how much I wanted to 
save the planet, Ijust as dearly wanted to have 
akid, even just one. Human extinction was not 
going to be one of my options. 

Still it seemed like nature had other plans for 
us for quite a while. So when our fertility doctor 
finally confirmed on the ultrasound what the 
pregnancy test told us, we were stunned. That 
lovely throbbing spot on a black and white mon- 
itor was not just our baby-to-be, it was living 
proof that hey, we really were part of the web of 
life, along with algae and frogs, and it felt great. 
AFTER THE INITIAL happiness, though, anxiety 
started setting in. We had long worried about my 
wife's health, her asthma attacks induced by the 
thick air pollution around our subdivision, afloat» 
ing soup of white dust from a nearby cement fac- 
tory combined with the darker particles from ve- 
hicular traffic. Since our advocacy against air pol- 
lution had so far been ignored by both govern- 
‘ment and industry, the short-term remedy called 
for chemical steroids that enabled рас to breathe. 

But the ingestion of chemicals was а mixed 
blessing at best. Chemical poisoning and its effects 
on animal reproduction, after all, was the subject 
of “A Stolen Future," a grim book both Ipat and 1 
read while pondering human reproduction. 

When pregnancy did occur, we seemed to face a 
Solomonic choice: the risk to the baby of chemical 
exposure in the womb, or the threat of asthma 
from not using the chemicals. In the end, after con- 
sulting our doctor, we decided that not protecting 
the mother would be a greater danger to the baby. 
Bur it was lesser evil that still filled us with dread. 


WE did eventually move out of that dusty sub- 


division to another part of the big city. But 
Metro Manila is a smorgasbord of dangers to 
the unborn. Much of our food contained un- 
told pesticides, our water was contaminated 
by lead pipes, and so on down the line of night- 
mare-inducing environmental hazards. This 
was the world our baby would be born in, sure- 
ly much worse than the earth I inherited in 
1961, four billion people ago. Tt wasn't my 
fault of course that the world ended up this 
‘way. But had I done enough to make it better? 

...(O)ne day we took refuge in a movie the- 
ater... (but) it was only at the height of the ac- 
tion in “Black Hawk Down”...that I realized 
that all that realistic mayhem and acoustic 
warfare could have some traumatic effect on 
our baby Add another dash of guilt to the brew. 
of emotions. 

After nine months of this roller coaster, 
which included confidence-boosting Lamaze 
lessons, we were finally in the hospital for The 
Moment. We dared not voice our fears, but as 
well informed as we were, we yearned for bliss- 
ful ignorance for a change. The Lamaze lessons 
became useless when the baby refused to come 
out the natural way and he had to be surgically 
extracted. My knees were wobbly, but my video 
‘camera was rolling when the baby entered the 
visible world, his eyes wide open, looking at the 
strange contraption pointed at him without a 
hint of fear or even surprise. 

All his body parts were intact. He cried, He 
was normal! I suddenly felt relieved, relaxed, 
and very human. 

‘That was two years ago. The baby has be- 
dome a frisky, talkative toddler. Alon Roberto 
Luna Severino eats organic food, has never 
tasted softdrink, and still breastfeeds. He's 
healthy and happy, without any evidence of 
chemical or movie-induced trauma. 

His parents’ generation has not been able to 
save the earth, the causes of our paranoia and 
guilt growing all the time. But now we also 
Rave a reason to feel optimistic and grateful. 
Perhaps this baby is a sign, at least to his par- 
ents, that maybe, just maybe, we pushed 
doomsday to a later date. 


A Rizal cottage industry 


ANOTHER intriguing item in the Nov. 28, 2004 
auction of the Philippine Numismatic and Anti- 
quarian Society was a book reputed to be one of 
the last objects owned by Jose Rizal. Lot number 
625 was described in the catalogue as follows: 

“La imitacion de Cristo by Tomas de Kempis 
(1890). Published and printed by Libreria Reli- 
giosa, Barcelona in 1890. This religious book has 
а handwritten dedication addressed to Dr. Jose 
Rizal and was signed by Father Pastels. It was be- 
lieved that the same book was given to Josephine 
Bracken just before he was executed in Luneta, 
Extremely rare. 05895007 

If the above description is accurate, then this 
devotional work of which thousands of copies 
were printed gains particular emotional and his- 
torical significance to Filipinos. А photograph of 
the handwritten dedication of the Jesuit Pablo 
Pastells to Rizal in the catalogue can surely be au- 
thenticated by one of the following Jesuit histori- 
ans: Fr. Jose Arcilla, Miguel Bernad and John 
Schumacher, If the signature is authentic and this 
book kept Rizal company in Fort Santiago during 
his last hours, then it is really something a collec- 
tor will find irresistible, But then if this was the 
same book given to Josephine Bracken, where is 
the handwritten dedication by Rizal? 

Years ago, 1 examined a copy of another "Imita- 
cion de Cristo" with a handwritten dedication on 
the flyleaf that read, “То my dear and unhappy 
wife Josephine,” signed and dated by Rizal on 
Dec. 30, 1896. This was in the possession of a 
daughter of the late Dr. Silvino Dayco and at the 
time it was the focus of a family quarrel. Since this 
was but one of a handful of books with the same 
dedication, 1 wasn't impressed, though this had 
collaborative proof: a letter from then National Li 
brary Director Teodoro M. Kalaw written in the 
1930s requesting Dr. Dayco to lend the book to the 
library for an exhibit of Rizal memorabilia, 

1 have lost track of this book, but 1 am sure ЈЕ 
will surface again someday at auction. At the mo- 
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ment, all I have is a vague memory of it and the 
pleasure of having handled the original some- 
time in my misguided youth, 5 

The above led me to re-read the newspaper dis- 
patches sent to Madrid from Manila in December 
1896. The late Dr. Domingo Abella, former director 
of the National Archives, was a medical doctor who 


1897. While contemporary historical research has 
shot holes into the accuracy of these newspaper ac- 
counts, one can still describe the material as “histo- 
1y in a hurry" With critical reading and some cross 
checking, one can find use for these nuggets of in- 
formation. They are not a complete waste of time. 
Abella published some of the dispatches con- 
cerning the execution of Rizal in the special 1961 
Rizal issue of the Historical Bulletin and translat- 
ед these from the original Spanish. Thus, we 
have the reports of wo correspondents in Manila 
for the Madrid papers: Santiago Mataix of E! Her- 
aldo de Madrid and Manuel Alhama of El Impar- 
cial, Life was indeed difficult in an age without e- 
тай. Correspondents had to write their copy in 
longhand and to evade the strict censorship in 
Manila, the dispatches were sent to Hong Kong 


from where they were cabled to Madrid. 

I doubt much of the material dispatched оп the 
day of execution, but this was the report sent in 
by Alhama that appeared in the newspapers early 
in 1897. It described Rizal as having gone to con- 
fession four times and, in apparent mood swings, 
ће either told jokes or read а devotional book, 
giving the impression that he wasn't worried 
about his impending execution. Then we read: 

“Josephine Bracken, Rizal's woman, was con- 
ducted to the chapel. Rizal, greatly moved, greet- 
ed her by extending his hand. A priest performed 
the marriage ceremony, at the end of which Rizal 
asked Josephine: ‘And now, what will happen to 
you? What are you going to live on?” 

“Josephine answered: 1 shall make a living by 
giving English lessons. 

“The lady was trying to suppress the emotion 
which she was feeling. Shortly after, Rizal ex- 
pressed his wish to receive Holy Communion, 
which was administered to him by a Jesuit priest. 
Не bade goodbye o his wife, and ar the paring 
moment, he muttered some English words anc 
asked her something in a low voice, to which she 
answered, Yes, yes. 

“When Josephine disappeared, Rizal, sobbing, 
threw himself into the arms of Father Faura [now 
better remembered as that dingy Manila street, 
Padre Faura]. Meanwhile, Josephine in the next 
compartment, stamping her feet furiously, was 
shouting: ‘Miserables! Crueles..." 

Now, with some violin music in the back- 
ground, you have enough material for a dramatic 
movie scene. No wonder there is so much ro- 
mance and tragedy in Rizal's Ше and death. 
‘There isa lot of material to go on, many relics like 
devotional books sold at auction to keep the Rizal 
cottage Industry churning for the next century. If 
only other heroes had as much documentation, 
our history would be more engaging. 


Comments are welcome at aocampo@ateneo.edu 
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Digital tales 


WEVE seen the footage played over and over again on CNN 
of tsunami waves moving up the shore and making their way 
inland like some creatures from outer space, devouring any- 
one and anything in their path. 

"Besides its graphic display of nature's sheer power, 
whats so amazing about the videos is that they were not 
taken by the network's camera crew, They're home videos 
taken by families 
and tourists as the 
tsunami swept in. 

It does seem 
strange that some- ER 
one would rush to y شه‎ 
get د‎ camera as а A: 
fal wave comes in. Michael L Tan "= 
something about hu- 
man beings’ need to record everything. From cave paintings 
dating back tens of thousands of years to home videos today, 
it seems мете driven to tell others about whats happened 
and, these days, what's happening. 

1 thought I'd share a few insights into these digital tech- 
nologies, digital tales for the new year to emphasize that the 
future is here, and we better be prepared for it, 

Intouch, instantly 

‘The digital technologies have been most dramatic in the 
way they are so instantaneous, The cellphone companies 
have cashed in on the “instant” angle to sell their products as 
a useful tool for emergencies, especially for children who 
may need to contact their parents. 

Tim sure the phones can be useful, but we also have our 
share of sad stories here, such as the victims of the terrorist 
attacks on Sept. 11, 2001 calling their loved ones on their 
cellphones from the World Trade Center and from the 
planes. More recently, we had the story of KC de Venecia call- 
ing her elder sister to ask for help as a fire raged outside her 
bedroom. 

The digital camera—stil or video—is amazing in the way 
it allows us to literally shoot from the hip. There's a whole 
generation of babies right now who will someday be over- 
whelmed by the number of photos and videos their parents 
took of them, most often affectionately and sometimes, well, 
almost mischievously to record many awkward and hilarious 
moments of childhood. 

‘And don't forget your pets, which can be as unpredictable 
as babies, Without a digital camera, I wouldn't have been 
able to catch one of my cats as she sat in front of a mirror 
looking at herself. Or of another cat perched on a log, one 
paw reaching out for orchid blooms. 

Professional photographers scoff at how the digital cam- 
eras still lack clarity. Don't believe those ads claiming the 
cellphone can capture awesome sunsets and the smiling 
faces of your entire barkada. These cellphones still use cäm- 
eras with a 1.1 megapixel resolution, which gives you pic- 
tures that look like the view from eyes with cataracts. 

The key here is to ask the dealer about the megapixels: the 
higher you go, the clearer the resolution. You can get fairly 
good photographs with low-cost digital cameras offering a 3.3 
megapixel resolution, with light blur even enhancing the pho- 
tograph. [ve had friends asking about a photograph I took of 
an Italian villa by a lake, shrouded in early morning fog. They 
were startled when | told them I used a cheap digital camera to 
take it, “cheap” having actually added on to the misty ambigui- 
ty. Also try printing out some of the digital pictures in black and 
‘white—sometimes they actually look better! 

Digital greetings 4 

‘The holidays do remind us that cellphones сап Бе useful as 
a quick way of greeting as many people as you can. Just com- 
pare the number of Christmas cards you got this year with 
the number of texted greetings. 

Sure, some of the greetings can be quite banal while: gth- 
ers are innovative with their graphic designs. With the mira- 
cles of digital technology, you can save the good ones to 
send to others. I was able to recycle a favorite from last year, 
a poem by Bienvenido Lumbrera that fits into one text mes- 
sage. The poem compares Christmas greetings to old per- 
fumes that keep their scents forever: “Parang lumang pa- 
bango/Ang ‘Maligayang Pasko,/Samyuin, angkinin 
'mo/Pagbating laging bago!” 

‘An important reminder: make sure to identify yourself in 
your texted greetings. My father was complaining to me 
about how many “anonymous” greetings he got. Your number 
is not automatically identified in your friends’ phone unless 
they have it entered completely with country and city code. 

А fancy alternative to the cellphone greetings are the 
electronic cards you can pick out from the Internet. J used 
it a lot a few years ago but eventually found it rather te- 
dious, both to send out and to receive. With digital cam- 
eras now, you can design your own card and send out, but 
do be careful about keeping their size down, 125 not polite 
to send huge e-mail files out to people, especially if they're 
ай pictures of yourself. 

Virtual realities 

We live in an age where digital images and sounds can cre- 
ate new virtual realities. Digital technologies are both boon 
and bane in the way they allow you to modify reality, to flat- 
ter or to vilify. 2 

Cellphones and e-mail allow you to pretend to Бе some- 
опе and somewhere уоште not. Celiphones have been espe- 
cially diabolical, expanding.the possibilities of deception for 
the delinquent child or a philandering spouse. ГИ never for- 
get passing a student at UP Diliman in the corridor $i 
shouted into his cellphone, “Honey, I'm still in Cebu." A sign. 
of the times: there's at least one Filipino pop song now play- 
ing on the theme of an unfaithful husband lying to his wife 
with his cellphone. 

Of course, Smart offers a service to keep track of your 
child or spouse, using satellite global positioning systems 
(GPS) to identify someone's location, down to the street. 
The problem is that both parties—the checker and the 
checked—have to be on Smart as well, and the person be- 
ing checked needs to have his or her phone on. Besides, if 
you need to keep monitoring someone's whereabouts, you 
might want to reflect on how such “instant communica- 
tions" may only be worsening a relationship where youve 
actually lost touch. 

Thats what | fear most with digital technologies: the ¡lu- 
sion that technology can substitute for direct communfea- 
tions, Parents have to realize that giving a child a cellphone 
isn't going to strengthen the parent-child bond; in fact, it 
could create new problems of hooking young children Into 
this cellphone craze, and tempting parents and children to 
use the phone to evade the need for face-to-face contact, . 

“Two years ago, there was a case in Malaysia where a man 
texted his wife, “I divorce you,” three times. Malaysia's 
Supreme Court eventually decided this high-tech variation 
‘onan old tradition was not valid; you have to say it to уриг 
spouse, face-to-face, for it to rake effect. 


Have a safe New Year and keep in touch, Е 


и 
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Да 7 OPINION FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2004 
Everybody knows why Ијан An icon, an idol 


LETT E R 5 1САМ still remember my brothers people's icon and idol. 
WASHINGTON' decision scrap- these uncertain times. ton figure out that no amount of and I, when we were very young, [must admit—though it might 
ping the “shortcut” visa for Fil- Never mind that no othercoun- coaxing or incentives will force requesting an early dinner every sound cheap and lame to oth- 
ipino nurses seeking work in the ty—including America—comes American nursing schools to dou- Saturday because we had to ers—that I drew some inspiration 
United States (PDI, 12/10/04) is close (to the Philippines) to bridg- ble their output of graduates in or- کي پل‎ watch FPJ movies оп ОМА 7. We Кот FPJ's films. | learned that no 
the most ominous clue yet that ing the domestic US nursing gap der to meet skyrocketing domestic never missed one. It would be matter how difficult and unfair 
adobo is off the American menu. with the expert talent needed. | needs Unappreciated hypocrisy if I did not admit that I life is, there is always hope, 
And everybody knows why. Above all, never mind that "With one-third of the US popula- : was and 1 am still a fan of Fernan- The article titled “а King’ had 
Nevermind the Philippine deci- without enough nurses to go tion inthe “baby-boomer (and be- friends? do Poe Jr. 5 best traits Filipinos seek in a 
sion to quit the coalition last July around, America's aging popula- yond) age bracket thats enough to Watching his movies then—es- hero” (PDI, 12/18/04) hit it right. 
in order to save Angelo de la Cruz. tion may soon be waiting inline to give nearly 100 million Americans TWO quite unusual news events jally for us from poor families, Filipinos look for the nurturing, 
Never mind that the "baby: access earned entitlements that, іп or near their prime health care happened hereabouts several days who are always looking forsome- “maka-Diyos ^ (God-centered)," 
oomen" Americans bom be- for millions, mean the difference years the mother ofall headaches. ago, but not many people showed thing to cling to for hope—en- courageous, just and sincere lead- 
tween 1946 and 1964—are near- between quality health care and Аз for trained Filipino nurses much interest in them. riched our lives and gave us more er Fortunately, FPJ had all these 
ing the age when health саге wor- doing with less, or even without. looking to put their skills to work lam referring to the (1) visit of reason to look to the future with qualities, and that made him ac- 
Ti become а scary reality in the Why is it so hard for Washing- in the United States, that simply is Singapore Prime Minister Lee more promise and confidence. ceptable to most Filipinos, 
face of declining health. ton to understand that America is the difference between being wel- Hsien Loong who talked, among His movies most of the time were He might have left physically 
‘Never mind that absent a mas- shooting its own feet by shooting comed as competent health care other things, about his country’s stories about the power of the his millions of fans, but he will al- 
sive infusion of foreign health down Filipino nurses wanting to professionals and being swept “best practices” in combating cor- poor over the abusive rich; and, ways remain with us as an icon 
care professionals, American hos- work in the United States? away in the riptide of anti-forei ruption (PDI, 12/11/04), and (2) somehow, they assured us that and our idol. 
pitals will be forced to shut down Blackballing Pinoy nursing tal- er sentiment “back in style” since the holding of a workshop here by the good always prevails over —RICHARD S, LEMENCE, Ph.D. 
Entire wings, while others may до ent is a lose-lose proposition for 9/11. (I beg to differ but Filipinos Hong Kong's top graft buster, Tony evil, As such, he became the poor Niigata University Japan 
out of business—a prospect that both the Philippines and the Unit- аге not the enemy) Man-wal Kwok, “to share Hong ah Bu 
affects far more Americans than ed States, which will now have to ELLIOTT ANDERSON, Kong's experience in fighting cor- SSS in financial crisis 
lipinos looking to prosper in wait until the big shots in Washing- | RO.Box2769,0zamizCity7200 ruption” with our government of- 1 5 dies , 
Hs ' Ваа. (PDI, 12/16/04) or simply inefficient? 
Mining Act’s safety nets Vie can all agree that the two 


recent visitors are well-meaning THIS is a reaction to the response four days after the 15th day of ev- 
FR. John J. Carroll said that the that all disturbed areas are re- placement of indigenous commu- friends of the Philippines who (PDI, 11/27/04) of Joel P Palacios ery month through the Philippine 
latest Supreme Court decision on stored as close as possible to their nities in the mountains. Under the came here out of a sincere desire ofthe Social Security System to National Bank, Tabuk branch. 
the Mining Act of 1995 may bring original condition or to the pre- new regulations, mining opera- to help. But since our country has Manuel N. Oyson who had com- Му nightmare began last 
much-needed foreign investment agreed productive land use. Done tors are required to get a docu- alonghistoryofgraftandcorrup. plained about the delayed remit- September. Twice that month 1 
into the country, but the downside іп consultation with the local gov- ment called free and prior in- tion, Iam sure many Filipinos (54 tance of SSS pensions. Before the went to the bank to withdraw my 
is that we'll have more environ- ernments and the communities, it formed consent (ЕРЕС) from the percent according to the British- last national elections, Oyson monthly pension. But an employ- 
mental disasters in the future. includes the social plan to mini- affected community so as to main- based Transparency Internation- wrote, he would receive his ee ofthe bank told me that the SSS 
(PDI, 12/12/04) mize the impact of the mine's бо. tain social harmony while the al) areone in mind that the situa- monthly pension check a week be- was off-line. So when an SSS rep- 
Indeed, indiscriminate and irre- sure to the host and neighboring mining operation is going o: tion here could turn from bad to fore the due date right at his resi- resentative from Tuguegarao 
sponsible mining can ruin the еп. communities as well as to the Requiring the FPIC in areas worse simply because our so- dence. ButasofOct. 28,hehasyet came to Tabuk, 1 inquired why I 
vironment and cause misery to mine employees. claimed as ancestral lands is the called leaders—meny of whom Ко receive his monthly pension have not received my monthly 
our people. That's why the Mining The Act also mandates the set- governments way of recognizing are not God-fearing—lack the po- checks for the month of Septem- pension for the month of Septem- 
Act contains provisions against ting up of two special funds which the rights of indigenous peoples litical wi corruption, pe- ber and October. ber. 1 was told to go to SSS Tugue- 
thé reckless exploitation of our will be collected from .mining (IPs) to their land. The IPs are en- riod. Palacios said that the SSS was вагао to have a digitized SSS ID 
natural resources. companie: titled to a royalty from the annual 11 remember correctly it was saddened by Oyson's insinuation card taken. [ had my digitized ID 
Applicants for a mining permit | е A Contingent and Rehabili- gross revenues. the late Vicente Albano Pacis who that the SSS is politically motivat- card taken on Oct. 1. 2004. 
are required to submit an environ- tation Fund (СВР) tó finance the Likewise, the inclusion ofrepre- wrote in his Ingumer column that ed. Palacios explained that under Unfortunately, as of this writ- 
mental protection and enhance- activities of a multi-partite team sentatives of the IPs, local govem- the Spanish colonizers “made а its charter, Republic Act 8263, the ing, 1 still have to receive my 555 
ment program (EPEP) which in- that will monitor the rehabilita- ment units and nongovernment mistake” in not naming our coun- SSS is mandated to safeguard а ID card. I have yet to receive my 
cludes plans for: the mining oper- tion activities of the mining firm organizations in the Multi-Partite try Islas de Ladrones, or words to trust fund, the SSS fund, for the SSS pension for the month of 
ation, rehabilitation, reforestation and its compliance with environ- Monitoring Team (MMT) ensures that effect. Like Claro M. Recto, private sector employees. As the September, October and Novem- 
of mined-out areas, slope stabi- mental safeguards. transparency in the monitoring of who once remarked, no doubt administrator of the fund, itis ac- ber, Is already December, and 1 
lization of tailings areas, aquacul- е A Mine Wastes and Tailings mining operations. with а tinge of nostalgia, that “the ‘countable only to its 25 million am afraid will not receive my De- 
ture, watershed development, ма. Reserve Fund (MWTRF) to com- These measures are among the last honest administration we had members and pensioners. Well cember pension, too. 
ter conservation, and socio-eco- pensate for whatever damage to safety nets provided for by the was the Harrison administration” and good. I know that my case is not an 
nomic development of the mining properties the mine wastes and Mining Act. (1913-1921), Pacis knew that ev- Palacios, however, failed to isolated one because there are 
communities. tailings may cause —VETVITUG, ery administration we have had mention the fact that the SSSisal- other pensioners in Tabuk who 
ive years before the expected Father Carroll argued that min- director, was always rife with across-the- so mandated to send the monthly are going through the same 
mine closure, the contractor is ing operations, especially open-pit Public Affairs Office, board thievery. в pension ofits pensioners regularly problem. Perhaps, there аге 
again required to submit a Final mining, have had an adverse ef- DepartmentofEnvironment and greed combination and prompuy: These are hard, un- more of us throughout the 
Mine Rehabilitation/Decommis- fect on surrounding communities ‘and Natural Resources, come a fact of life here, if not a certain times. With the prices of Philippines. One question I 
sioning Plan (FMR/DP) to ensure and have even caused the dis- Visayas Avenue, Diliman, QC way of life yet. everything going up especially the would like to ask: Is the SSS also 
Is it any wonder then, if many prime commodities, pensioners affected by a contagious disease 
AVERIA Filipinos were not delighted atthe are hard-pressed. With their mea- popularly known as “financial 
Inquirer you may write to the Readers Advocate, clude their complete address and telephone or pager | Welkmeaning visitors from Singa- make both ends meet one at the SSS has ever heard of 
аа ally ا‎ Roses Aletta; cor жинби ur eel айе Jer ai нарон | РЕНЕ? Оюшшзийкинихш ao tie Wer гым 
ner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless such SUUS НАТАМАЦАИ, ММ case Len ина passions аррос SAL ML 
Send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or email information is supplied Mabini Street, Barangay 1, of the SSS. 1 used to receive my 3800 Poblacion, Tabuk, 
Talisay, Batangas 4220 monthly pension regularly within Province of Kalinga 


Charade 


MAY the soul of “Da King” rest in peace. 

Lets pay Fernando Poe Jr. the tribute due 
him but let's not treat him larger than life. 

‘And I definitely am not going to go with the 
charade being played by President Масара- 
gal-Arroyo and her surrogates, which includ- 
ed arranging a special Mass and expressing 
their sympathies in public, in front of the 
cameras. 

Yes, FPJ was a luminary in the Philippine en- 
tertainment industry, whose memory will live 
оп; the man idolized even after death. And yes, 
by my own reckoning ЕР), however "good" he 
may have lived his life, isn't the statesman peo- 
ple think he was, now that he is gone. 

Tam not saying that his fans and support- 
ers should shed themselves of their fanati- 
cism. Lam just saving the day from being pol- 
luted by charlatans and hypocrites (for ex- 
ample, Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago, Rep. 
Prospero Pichay, Ronald Lumbao, among 
others). Its galling to note that politicians 
took advantage of FPJ's passing just to gain 
media mileage. 

Even worse, media were irritatingly irre- 
sponsible by sensationalizing his death, in- 


“here 1 stead of paying tribute to him. Poor FPJ was ca- 
where-to fi nd joled into running for the presidency and lost, 


> a + је $ по thanks to his politician-friends and show- 

а truly happy Repas To ou ев tn the media: Wake up 
and be responsible. 

hol P —JACQUELYN A. EVANGELISTA, 

Pandacan, Manila 


Silence on NPAs 
human rights violations 


WHILE some sectors of society give their hats 
off to the noble rescue efforts done by the 
men in uniform in Quezon and Aurora, de- 
tractors continue to harp on the human rights 
violations allegedly being committed by 
members of the Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines. 

In the Hacienda Luisita incident, critics 
were quick to point an accusing finger at the 
soldiers and the policemen who, they said, 
were trigger-happy individuals and puppets of 
the rich. 

What about the unsolved killings attributed. 

ч ely Y r us "hris! to the communist rebels? How about the bru- 
Surely not your usual Christmas. Feel the Magic. Ба ен N 
2 i & 5 У portedly ambushed by communist rebels on 
This season, be delighted with over 25 rides and attractions, plus spectacular fireworks display nightly from Dec. 11 to Jan. his motorcycle while traversing Sitio Kapalay- 
Е payan in Barangay Cassague, Sta. Cruz, Occi- 

Dees 8 10 10, 10am 7p каны Service $ 5 dental Mindoro? 
eo Hamp eT moe Why 1s c that human rights advocates seem 
Dee 18 te Jan. 2, Поди али Dec 11 1o Jan. 2 & Jan. 810 9, 10:30am & 12:40pm. Съра Senior Day Pass Php to single out the military as No. 1 humani rights 
Jan. 3 1e Мын? Ayala Center Makati Bus Terminal, Park Square 2 Carousel Special Php 100 violators and do not raise a howl when such vi- 
Jan. 8 100, Томи Орп olations are committed by the New People's 
Army? 1 have yet to hear of human rights advo- 
cates denouncing NPA members for such viola- 
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—CARLITO V. LEDESMA, 
Estrella Street, Makati City 
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Solon says nat] gov't cheating LGUs 


By Romy Amarado in VAT, which means that more has been done about the matter. mandating that the share of the Не also said such situation 
PDI Visayas Bureau than P21 billion should have been Macias said he was still giving LGUs from the VAT collected by could help encourage doctors to 
given to the LGUs as their Internal the national government time to BOC be allocated to health ser- remain in government hospitals. 

DUMAGUETE CITY—Negros Oriental Second District Rep. Revenue Allotment (IRA). consider his claim, otherwise, he vicesin the country. Macias said he has asked the 
Emilio Macias II has accused the national government of , The BOC, Macias added, was would be forced to sue responsi- _ Should he succeed in his move support of the governors league of 
cheating the local government units of billions of pesos of delegated by the BIR, through а bieoffeile | for LGUs to get their share from the country and other local officials 
their rightful share from the value-added tax collected by memorandum of agreement, to “If they will not listen to me, I the P52billion VAT, each of the 84 because if his move is successful, 
theB Сита collect VAT from imported and will bring this matter to the million Filipinos will be entitled all localities will be benefited by it. 

е Bureau of Customs. exported items and services sub- court," Macias said. toa little over P300 in budget for _ Macias said he was also confi- 
Macias said that under the Lo- ue-added tax (VAT). jecttoit. Macias said he was seeking on- health services in one year. dent that he would get the support * 
cal Government Code, LGUs are Yet, he said the national gov.  Healsosaidhe had broughtthe ly for the share of LGUs in last “When I say health services сіл. of his colleagues in Congress. 
entitled to 40 percentoftheinter- ement denied the LGUS of their matter to the attention of Budget years ВОС VAT collection, since cludes the different aspects of But Negros Oriental Gov 
тай revenue collected by the gov- share in VAT collected by the Bu- Secretary Emilia Boncodin and а similar collection by the bureau health care delivery system. Thisin- George Amaiz, while strongly sup- 
ernment through the Bureau of reau of Customs (BOC) running former Finance Secretary Isidro in the past had longbeenspentby cludes the improvement of salaries porting the move of Macias, said it 
Internal Revenue (BIR). Two of to billions of pesos. Camacho in 2003 who, Macias the government. of health workers, training of doc- would be а tough battle in court, 
the main sources of internal rev- Hesaid that last year alone, the said, agreed with his contention. Macias, a physician by profes- tors, health insurance, equipment, anticipating strong resistance from 
enue are the income tax and val- BOC collected around РУЗ billion * But until now, he said, nothing sion, also said he has filed a bill among others,” Macias said. the national government. 


Groups give : Alarm raised 
slain social A TY fpa bes over burning 
worker award Aer RA EE MAI | of Negros 

for dedication ) 4 plantations 
By Estanislao Caldez 


PDINorthern Luzon Bureau A A & { By Carla P. Gomez 
b PDI Visayas Bureau 


TUGUEGARAO CITY—Two 5 

groups of social workers and offi- A d 1 BACOLOD CITY—The police yes- 
cials of the Cagayan government Е ЕЕ terday expressed alarm over the 
presented a posthumous award ٩ : : : series of burning of sugarcane 
to the family of an official of the А ٩ B n Y plantations in central and north- 
Department of Social Welfare and aE = € 3 Е A ern Negros in the past three 
Development who was killed by t f 2 4 weeks that had razed about 46 
men who sought help from her 2 ЈЕ hectares of sugarcane plantations’ 
agency in October. = Ў m 2 in four towns. 

Primitiva Cabrera, assistant Е E 4 Most of the fires that had hit 
chief of the DSWD in Cagayan, % ^ plantations in Moises Padilla, Isa“ 
was abducted on Oct. 19 by men bela, Manapla and Е.В. Maga- 
who introduced themselves as Попа, Negros Occidental were be- 
New People’s Army rebels, Cabre- lieved to be the work of arsonists, 
та agreed to meet one of the sus- the police said. 
pects to check on the condition of The latest in the series of ar- 
his companions who were sup- sons took place on Dec. 26 in Moi- 
posedly sick and were willing to ~ b тұ? 3 ses Padilla where about 16 
surrender to the government. Her | WYA Ба ij 7 hectares of sugarcane plantations 
body was recovered on Oct. 28 in Я ‘owned by Rafael Abello, Arsenio: 
Lallo town, hs E Nangan, Alfonso Garcia, Na-' 

"Тре Association of Local Social poleon de los Santos and General’ 
Welfare and Development Offi- портата ваме асаа Зай ана доњи | Garcia were razed by fire. 
ШЕ ١ Apoy ranita dl race salin San foe Bla holing src hand ia Боде praetor | д” ул, ema, 
Cabrera “for offering her Ше го | the coming of the! New Year. 3 the acting provincial police direc. 
the welfare and development of 7 = tor, yesterday said the fire starte 
the marginalized, oppressed and = 5 5 in the cane plantation of Abello, 
disempowared” Ны Terror war draws thin line between Islam, terrorism = giei سو‎ o ве ang! 

‘Let the unselfish life she led 71 cent farms of Garcia, Nangan ane 
be a guiding light for others to COTABATO CITY—The global an- ^ On Dec. 20, the United Nations ironically acting on reports pro- the Islamic Sharia combined.” Delos Santos. 
be inspired, for others to take titerror campaign is drawing a General Assembly passed a reso- vided by sympathizers ofthe ban- House Deputy Speaker Abdul- Responding firefighters копја 
solace on, and for us to always thin line between Islam and ter- lution calling on all 151 member- dit group Abu Sayyaf. gani Salapudin went as far back Moises Padilla and nearby towns; 
remember that our fight is a no- rorism, according to reports com- states “to cooperate with the UN _ “Becauseofthis,the young peo- as the Islamists’ alliance with and cities put out the fire after, 
ble one,” the group said in Из ci- piled by the Philippine Council for Commission on Human Rights to ple (in Basilan) are developing ha- American forces against the in- two hours. * 
tation. islam and Democracy (PCID)ata eliminate (these) new trends in пей toward our authorities. This vading Russian military during Twelve hectares of sugarcane! 

The РЇ pine Association of forum in Quezon City Sunday. racial and religious discrimina- situation can breed a new genera- the Afghan war in the late 1970s. fields were also torched by uniden- مز‎ 
Social Workers, during its fifth Amina Rasul-Bernardo, PCID tion.” tion of terrorists. The governor The war, he recalled, had bred the tified suspects in Barangays Cu- 
annual convention in November, chair, said this sad fact stems In the local antiterror cam- (Wahab Akbar) had to ask for the likes of Osama bin Laden, the dangdang and Santo Niño in Е.В. 
also cited Cabrera for her “un- from Western misconception that paign, Muslims who are helping relief of an Army commander in world's most feared terror leader, Magalona on Dec. 22 and 24. 
selfish commitment and dedica- Islam and democracy were such the government fight terrorists the area,” she told the forum. Prof. Aboud Sayeed Lingga of Insp. Santiago Rapiz, Е.В. Ma- 
tion to serve the disadvantaged opposite forces that cannot coex- have become themselves the tar- Lawyer Michael Mastura, ап the Institute of Bangsamoro Stud- galona police chief, yesterday 
sector and for her pursuing the istin a political system. get of military operations in Basi- acknowledged Muslim Filipino ies said even Islamic schools have said the burning incidents were, 
‘cath of the social work profes-  Rasul said that appropriate in- lan province, said Mayor Tahira scholar, said it was worthy tonote become potential targets of the intentionally done as the fire 
sion.” terpretation of the Koran and the Esmael Sansawi of Lantawan with irony that "constitutional- local'war on terror on suspicion started in the middle of the plan- 

The Cagayan provincial board, tradition of the Prophet Muham- town. ism is a product of те Anglo-Sax- that these breed terrorism. tations owned by Jose Antonio” 
in a resolution, called Cabrera's mad has shown that “Islamic Sansawi cited an instance on experience, and the Anglo- “But where do terrorists come Velez and Jay Jalandoni. 
death as “a great loss to the principles of governance are when her brother, a policeman, Saxon experience is a poor imita- from?, Lingga asked. Nash Damage at the 10-hectare farm, 
provincial government.” founded on democracy.” was arrested by military men tion of the Roman Laws and of Maulana, PDI Mindanao Bureau of Velez was placed at P2 million. 


GMA praises resilience of typhoon victims Trust in cops tagged 


By Melvin Gascon 7 i mn FE ~ © та, chair of the 1 2 
PDIN. Luzon Bureau ВЕ و‎ BBE roii diser FEASON JOY LESS 5 
ер Гор ee edd management council 

DUPAX DEL NORTE, DEREN ка 1 Б has placed the ty- BAGUIO  CITY—President ratories in Bataan and Bulacan 
Nueva Vizcaya—Pres a де: 2 phoon damage to Macapagal-Arroyo said the оп Wednesday. 

ident Macapagal-Ar- property, infrastruc- people's increasing trust in the “The three successful drug 
royo on Thursday ex- 3% у ture, crops and live- police has contributed to the raids in Bulacan and Bataan 
pressed admiration 7 1 stock in the province drop in crime rate. (should be) highly commend- 
for the strong resolve at P600 million, “Today, more and more citi- ed. These сар our banner year 
shown by ‘typhoon : А Foureen people zens report crimes and trust against illegal drugs, bringing 
victims here, who : 3 were killed and 11 tie police to do their job. Un- to 18 the total number of clan- 
tried to rise from the 4 , А were missing after der this working partnership destine shabu laboratories and 
devastation wrought р “Yoyong” hit Nueva between citizens and law en- warehouses taken down, in- 
by the series of ty- Е L Vizcaya on Dec. 2.15. forcers, we shall continue to cluding the closure of major 
phoons that hit the S strong winds and keepourstreetsandcommuni- production facilities in Man- 
area early this month. > D landslides and the ties safe and secure,” the Presi- daue City and Parafiaque City” 

“I am very happy. 1 = / ОЙ „34 floods wiggered by dentsaidina press conference Ms Arroyo said. 

Based on what I saw, rains accompanying on Thursday at the Presidential “Tons of illegal drugs have 
although more than ғ : the typhoon damaged Mansion here. been confiscated and burned. We 
1,000 families lost more than 3,600 hous- Ina phone patch with Ms Ar- are not only hitting the big syndi- 
their homes, they had esin the province, royo, Director General Edgardo cates and taking their leaders in- 
been able to work to- MsArroyosaid 2004 Aglipay, Philippine National Po- to account but we are cleansing 
gether; on their own, was a year “of triumph |е chief, said in the last quar- the ranks of law enforcers, (Ше: 
they had been able to and wagedy"“Wemust ter ofthe year, the police arrest- gal) drug users, coddlers and 
clear the roads," Ше * look forward to 2005 ed 159,916 ош 384,820 (42 protectors," she added. 

President said. = : as а year of urgent percent) wanted criminals. On Wednesday, the police 

Ms Arroyo said her ACHILD in Infanta, Quezon sits on a car stuck in mud brought by landslides and floods asa change and because Не said 7,422 of 16,220 (48 raided three shabu laborato- 
visit to Nueva Vizcaya result of Typhoons “Winnie” and “Yoyong,” Darm we need a year ofur- percent) of pending cases in ries in Pilar and Mariveles 
was “to let the country gent change, what we the country had been solved, towns in Bataan, and in Mey- 
now that there were Nakar (in Quezon) and Di- "What were working on and "Yoyong," and distributed will do is improve tax reducing the crime volume by cauayan, Bulacan, and seized 
other people from this ngalan (in Aurora). We want now is to rehabilitate the farm- bags of com, rice and vegetable collections," she said. 10 percent. 68,000 kilograms or P13.6 bil- 
рап of the county the entire country to know ers, by giving them seeds, (ish) seeds to the typhoon victims. In Quezon and Au- Тһе crime volume reduc- lion worth of ephedrine, а | 
Tho were likewise hit that people in Nueva Vizcaya fingerings so that they can Insteadoffinding relocation гога, hundreds were _ tion, according to Aglipay, was main ingredient in the manu- 
bythecalamities” also need help,”shesaid,  planttheir crops and raise their sites for residents whose hous- reported dead and the РМР5 promise to Ms Ar- facture of shabu. 

“АЙ the news that With the people having fishalloveragain”shesaid. ез were destroyed by flash missing as floods  royowhenheassumed thepost The seizure was considered 
were reaching helped themselves, the па Тһе President visited ше foods; Ms Aroyo said families brought down logs of PNP chiefon Aug. 24. the biggest illegal drug haul 
(Metro) Manila were tional government can now towns of Bambang and Dupax  wholosttheirhouses would be smashing into homes  MsArroyoalsocitedthePNP thisyear. Desiree Caluza, PDI 
about (the damage focus on rehabilitation ef- del None, two of the worst hit given 25,000 هن‎ asaid, amdinundatingronds | foritsraidonthreeshabulabo- Northern Luzon Bureau 
in) Real, Infana, forts, she added. towns by Typhoons “Winnie” ^ Gov Luisa Lioren-Cuares- and streets. 
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REMNANTS 


TOOISSORERANOTDINORTHERNLUZON BUREAU 
A pair of sneakers, clothes and debris are strewn around the wreckage of a bus that met an accident in Tuba, Benguet on Dec. 29. Two 
people were killed and at least 20 were injured in the road crash. 


Gloria visit to Baguio sign 
meningo not scary, says mayor 


BAGUIO CITY—President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo's presence at the 
annual Rizal Day rites at the 
Rizal Park here on Thursday was 
the signal that people should not 
fear meningococcemia, а fatal 
form of meningitis that had 
hounded the city in the last three 
months, Mayor Braulio Yaranon 
said. 

The President asked Health 
Secretary Manuel Dayrit and 
Baguio doctors to brief lier"on 
Monday about the fatal meningi- 
tis bacterial strain that had killed 
16 Baguio and Benguet residents 
since October. 

Yaranon said doctors showed 
Ms Arroyo a documentary film 
clip of a child who was afflicted 
with the disease to explain the af- 
fiction. 

“She was informed that this is 
a very serious disease . . . Thirty 
percent of the population has 
the bacterial strain,” the mayor 
sai 

Yaranon said the child in the 


clip that Ms Arroyo viewed sur- 
vived the disease despite suffer- 
ing from severe rashes. 

ЧЕ (the disease) came to 
Baguio, it had also gone to other 
places, so this was not a matter 
isolated to the summer capital,” 
the mayor said. 

Ms Arroyo arrived at the Rizal 
Park here before 7 a.m. garbed in 
а Магда Capuyan ensemble con- 
sisting of a new sunset-colored 
woven sash wrapped around a 
stylish black suit. 


Austere rites 

It was an austere ceremony. 
The President marched quietly to 
Rizal's marble monument here, 
flanked by Philippine Military 
Academy cadets. 

After the 10-minute ceremony, 
Ms Arroyo mingled with joggers 
who watched the rites, shook 
hands with bystanders, and ex- 
changed pleasantries with World 
War I veterans. 

A wave of text messages reach- 


ing Metro Manila warned people 
against making contact with sus- 
pected meningococcemia carriers 
in Baguio. 

Dayrit clarified in a Tuesday 
press conference that contact 
actually means a more inti- 
mate association with a 
meningococcemia carrier and 
а casual contact will not infect. 
anyone. 

‘The language used by health 
experts in confirming the disease? 
was also discussed by the Presi- 
dent and Department of Health 
officials during the Monday brief- 
ing, Yaranon said. 

"One of the medical experts 
said even one case (of meningo- 
соссетја can be considered) an 
epidemic. (Baguio Rep. Mauri- 
cio) Domogan and 1 immediate- 
ly complained. I said, ‘From the 
layman's point of view, ап epi- 
demic means hundreds of peo- 
ple already falling sick,” he 
said. 

Yaranon said this explained 


why even the President deferred 
to Dayrit when meningococcemia 
became а topic. 


Experts 

“We are not experts. They 
(DOH officials) are the best peo- 
ple (who can) talk about this di 
ease,” the mayor said. 

Reports on Ше cases of me- 
ningococcemia have indeed af- 
fected tourism, Yaranon said. 

Businessmen noted a low 
‘turnout of visitors, except for the 
Christmas weekend, when it 
hosted the two district conven- 
tions ofa religious group. 

“Wala tayong magawa (We 
can't do anything about the dis- 
ease). Its there, but it is a very se- 
rious disease that is curable,” 
Yaranon said. 

Не Said doctors simply in- 
crease the body resistance of car- 
riers and prescription antibiotics 
can prevent the disease, Vincent 
Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon 
Bureau 


SC sacks judge who convicted Ecleo ‘fall guy” 


By Jolene R. Bulambot 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—The Supreme Court 
has ordered the dismissal from 
service of a regional trial court 
Judge who became controversial 
here when he convicted the al- 
leged fall guy in the parricide 
case against cult leader” Ruben 
Ecleo for the staying of his wife in 
2002. 

In an en banc decision promul- 
gated on Dec. 17, the High Tri 
bunal ordered the forfeiture of all 
retirement benefits and privi 
leges of Judge ildefonso Suerte, 
the presiding judge of КТС 
Branch 60 in Barili town, 60 km 
south of this city 

The decision stemmed from 
the report of the judicial audit 
team that investigated and found 
Suerte liable for incompetence, 
gross ignorance of the law and 
grave misconduct. 


Suerte was due to retire in Jan- 
uary 2005 but Не was ordered 
suspended by the High Tribunal 
оп Oct. 12, 2004 after it was dis- 
covered that he still handled and 
ruled on new cases, including the 
опе that convieted an alleged ac- 
cessory in the killing of Alona Ba- 
colod Ecleo, despite a March 3, 
2004 Supreme Court resolution 
ordering him to stop handling 
new cases and just resolve old 
cases in view of his impending re- 
tirement. 

Deputy Court Administrator 
Christopher Lock told the Ingumer 
in a long distance interview yester- 
day that Suerte dismissal would 
be effective the day the judge re- 
ceives an official copy of the order. 

The Inquimer tried several 
times to get Suertes comment 
but his cellular phone had been 
turned off 

Lock, who led the inventory 
team, found at least eight viola- 


tions committed by the judge in 
several cases he handled 

In his memorandum, Lock said 
‘Suerte failed to act on 170 cases 
despite the lapse of a consider- 
able length of time since these 
were filed in his court. 

Lock also found that Suerte 
took cognizance of 18 civil cases 
and three criminal cases after 
March 3, 2004, in violation of the 
‘Supreme Court's order. 

One of the controversial rulings 
ће made was on March 29, 2004 
when he convicted Cedric Devi- 
nadera as an accessory to the killing 
of Alona Bacolod leo, In this case, 
Devinadera daimed he aided 
Alona's brother, Ben, in killing 
‘Alona. The ruling shocked many, 
particularly the surviving members 
of the Bacolod family, since Ben had 
been killed a year earlier along with 
his parents by a member of a cule 
group led by Edeo. 

‘The Integrated Bar of the 


Philippines-Cebu City chapter im- 
mediately called for Suerte's in- 
vestigation because they believed 
he should not have handled the 
case knowing that there was a 
pending, and highly publicized, 
parricide case against Ecleo be- 
fore another court in Cebu. 

Suerte was also found to have 
failed to make judicious assess- 
ment and acted with undue haste 
in annulment cases filed in his 
court. As a result, the High Tri- 
bunal invalidated several annul- 
ments of marriage that Suerte 
had granted, 

‘The Supreme Court also un- 
covered fabricated transcripts of 
stenographic notes in one of the 
decisions that Suerte rendered in 
another annulment case. 

‘Suerte was also found to have 
violated procedural rules when 
he appointed an administrator of 
a disputed estate only a day after 
the petition was filed 
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Firecracker hurts 2 

CABUYAO, Laguna—Two persons were Injured af- 
ter an explosion rocked a firecracker factory and 
triggered a two-hour fire that razed at least three. 
houses in Barangay Bigaa this town on Dec. 28. Po- 
lice said Elegia Librida, 60, and Junjun Delmo, 20, 
were inside the house-turned-frecracker ware 
house when an explosion sent the establishment to 
flames at around 2 p.m. The fire started from а hut 
that was used to produce firecrackers located about 
50 meters from the side of the warehouse. Police 
‘said the factory violated procedures for firecracker 
manufacturing, including having electrical lines near 
the manufacturing area. Police ordered the closure 
of the establishment unt completion of the investi- 
gation. Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


'ecracker zones 
CABUYAO, Lagu- 
na—Newiy designated 
Calabarzon police chief 
of the Calabarzon Oscar 
Calderon on Wednes- 
day asked Laguna Gov. 
Teresita Lazaro and the. 
different mayors ofthe. 
province to immediate- 
ly designate a common 
“firecracker zone" in 
their respective municipalities to prevent injuries 
and other untoward incidents during the New Year 
festivities tomorrow. Calderon sald local execu- 
tives should specify certain areas where residents 
could light firecrackers and "celebrate the New 
Year without putting their lives and limbs in peril." 
“The mayors could establish their town plazas as 
firecrackers zones. It could also be on open fields 
which are thinly populated. That way, we prevent 
injuries without sacrificing the traditional celebra- 
tion of New Year." Calderon sald. 

Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Smuggling foiled 

‘SUBIC BAY FREEPORT—The government's newly 
revived ant-smuggling task force on Dec. 2 foiled 
an attempt to smuggle out of this freeport zone a 
sports car woth ۶۱9 milion, Retired Gen. Jose 
Calimlim, Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority, senior 
deputy administrator for operations and head of the 
task force, led the opening of a container van con- 
taining the car one of the 19 luxury cars beleved to 
be arriving here, inside the shipyard of the former 
naval supply depot here. The van was declared to 
contain two second-hand passenger vans and a 
used uy vehicle but Camm found two Delica 
passenger vans and a Mercedes Benz sports car. Al- 
Jan Macatuno, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Logging monitored 


SORSOGON CITY—An 
enonmentica’ _ ||| 
here said while logging 
continued in Sorsogon, | 
his office was closely 
monitoring the cutting 
of trees to make sure it чт 
doesn't exceed levels 
allowed by law. Oscar 
Dominguez, chief of the 
provincial environment 
and natural resources office of Sorsogon, said he. 
was keeping tabs on the volume of trees being cut 
in the province, which has a thick forest. 
Dominguez, however, stressed that Sorsogon 
does not have any logging concession and has on- 
ly four authorized lumber dealers and 26 regis- 
tered furniture dealers. Rene Camacho, provincial 
environment and natural resources officer of Sor- 
sogon City, said his agency was also closely moni- 
toring the volume of logs being delivered to every 
furniture dealer. “Increase in volume means in- 
crease in supply, so if the volume and computation 
wili not match their records, the agency will con- 
fiscate the products and log 

Jerico Lagonoy, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Sorsogon irrigation 
SORSOGON ciTY—Sorsogon Provincial Agrarian 
Reform Officer Emerson Moral said recently that the 
proposed second gation project in Casiguran town 
‘under the Agrarian Reform Program Infrastructure 
‘Support Project Phase И has been approved. The 
project will be funded with a P10.4 million loan from 
‘the Japan Bank for international Cooperation. The ir- 
rigation project wil cover 106 hectares of land in 
Barangay Tigbao, wich is within the agrarian reform 
community. Мота also disclosed that the first riga- 
ton project located in Barangays Escuala, San Juan 
and аавал was now operational, It covers 82 
hectares, wilh 186 farmers benefiting from 1. 

Jericho Lagonoy, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


2 die in Benguet mishap 
BAGUIO CITY—Two men were killed atera 
minibus lost its brakes and hit a Baguio-bound 
delivery truck along Marcos Highway in Tuba, 
Benguet, on Wednesday afternoon, police said. A 
staff member of the Baguio General Hospital and 
Medical Center, where the victims were taken, 
identified the fatalities as Wille Austria and Ale 
Solomon, both of Binmaley, Pangasinan and both 
crewmembers of the delivery truck. 

Frank Сташ, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


War over ‘jueteng turf turns bloody in Batangas 


By Mei Magsino-Lubis 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


TANAUAN CITY—In what could be 
a continuation of a gang war 
among several crime syndicates in 
Batangas, a suspected gang leader 
and jueteng kabo (manager) in 
Batangas was shot and seriously 
wounded after gunmen aboard a 
Pajero’ opened fire at them in 
Barangay Pagaspas in this city оп 
Monday. 

Victim Vivencio Javier, 52, baran- 
gay captain of Pagaspas and alleged 
jueteng (illegal numbers game) 
kabo, was in the house of his friend 
Aurora Mercado with another 


» 


friend Allan Tapia, when a Pajero 
slowed down and the men inside it 
opened fire at the house. 

Javier suffered a gunshot wound 
in the right thigh and was brought 
to the Daniel Mercado General Hos- 
pital in the city. 

According to an INQUIRER source 
from the Tanauan police office who 
requested anonymity, Javier was 
the second in line in the province's 
jueteng hierarchy and became 
Jueteng kabo last June after the 
killing of then jueteng manager Ar- 
mando Lucido. 

Lucido was killed in an ambush 
lost June in Barangay Sambat, also 
in this city. 

The vehicle of the suspects was 


recovered later that same day inside 
San Bernardo Village, Barangay 
Darasa, Tanavan City. 

The Ingumer source said the 
murder of Lucido and the attempt 
on Javier's life were just the start 
of the internal squabble for 
jueteng supremacy in Batangas 
and probably the entire Southern 
Tagalog. 

According to the source, the sus- 
pect who wanted Javier dead could 
be another gang leader who wanted 
his post. 

“Despite the continuous press 
releases from the capitol that 
Batangas is jueteng-free, nobody 
can deny that it is much stronger 
now, and worse, bloody. And 


мете theorizing that it's just the 
beginning,” the INQUIRER source 
said. 

The capitol that the source was 
referring to was Batangas Gover- 
nor Armando Sanchez, who is 
known as the jueteng lord of the 
province but who keeps on telling 
the people that there is по jueteng 
in Batangas. 

Since Monday, the Tanauan po- 
lice have put up checkpoints in the 
city's main highways in an attempt 
tobag the suspects. 

‘The Ingumen learned that a group 
claiming to be from a Batangas 
Jueteng syndicate tried to operate in 
‘Albay province through an influen- 
tial town mayor but was outdone by 
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the group of a certain Ramon Sad- 
sad who claimed to be backed up by 
an in-law of Speaker Jose de Vene- 
ва. 

The campaign against jueteng 
continues to falter amid reports that 
police and local officials are being 
bribed by gambling financiers to 
turn a blind eye. 

The Church has been aggres- 
sive in the campaign against the 
illegal numbers game but is help- 
less against the continued popu- 
larity of jueteng, which provides 
jobs to hundreds of bet collec- 
tors, 

Some legislators have proposed 
the legalization of jueteng, but the 
effortis stalled in Congress. 
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Lucky stars shine 
on fortunetellers 


By Tarra V. Quismundo For every fortunetelling ses- her as much as P2,000 in daily 
5 sion, she charges her clients be- earnings. 
MUCH sought-after in good times tween P50 to P150, dependingon Оп slow days, she earns 
and bad, Quiapo’s fortunetellers how much of “the future” a client around P1,000, “but never get a 
are even more popular at the end requests. zero," she boasted. 
of the year, with many anxious to _ Business has been good forthe Mariano says her clients keep 
know what the stars have in store family in the past days she said. coming back every now and then, 
for them in 2005. Before the advent of Christmas, especially when the predictions 
‘The center of the action is the she only earned P400 a day, ће come true. 
fringe of the Minor Basilica of the told the INQUIRER. ‘The fortune teller says she was 
Black Nazarene, more popularly Even while P150 of her weekly gifted with the ability to heal and 
known as the Quiapo church. earnings is spent on rental fee for see the future in 1985 
Under its shadows, the sacred her spot in the busy plaza, Colla- The Black Nazarene, no less, 
and the taboo mix. da says she earns a decent income blessed her with healing and psy- 
“Pagdating ng December at Jan- enough for her family to get by. chic powers, she said. 
uary, tuloy-tuloy ang buhos ng tao “Sobra-sobra ра nga eh (Is _ Armed with only а deep faith, 
dito (Come December and Jan- even more than what we пее)” Mariano proceeded to cure the 
tiary, people visit us non-stop)," said the mother of three, who has sick as well as tell clients their fu- 
said: Celia Collado, one of. been telling fortunes in one ofthe ture. “Even if I just look at your 
Ошаро 60 ог so fortunetellers citys oldest districts for five years face, 1 could read your aura and 
who share a piece of Plaza Miran- now. tell you what is going to happen 
da fronting the church with ven- Collado, who admitted she dis- to you,” Mariano said. "You don't 
dors of herbal concoctions, crys- covered her “psychic powers" even have to ask what you want 
tals promising luck, religious from a handbook on fortune- toknow" 
icons and candles. telling, and what she called “di- Like many of her colleagues in 
“The 38-year-old fortuneteller, vine intervention,” has been us- the trade, Mariano also uses tarot 
who calls herself Madam Celia, ing tarot cards and playing cards, and playing cards to tell the fu- 
related that she eamed more in to predict the future. She also ture. 
the past few days than on regular reads palms, she added. Some of their predictions тау ¿2 
days, "reading" predictions on Нег clients usually ask her not come true, but there is one READING 
the personal lives of strangers. questions relating to business, thing that Collado and Mariano “ RICAN 
"Learn as much as P1,100 а family life, schooland career. know for sure. ARD RED 
day, When clients are hard to But Collado said the most fre- The two gamely admit that al- 4 ٩ 
соте by, I make P500," said Col- quently asked queries are those though clients would continue to РАА 1 
lado, who reports for work every on the client’ love Ше (or that of drop by until the end of January, SEARING 
day as early as б am. from her his/her lover). they will find the lines thinner 
day аз early مه‎ бал бот Пе For 46yearold Beth Mariano, than usual in the months to AFORTUNETELLER wats for clients in front ofthe ES 
со роза سو‎ gara ce. card and palm readers in Plaza Miranda as the year comes to a close. JHGUAOPUNZALAN 
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; 4% „е, X What are your hopes and dreams for your 
= * family this Christmas and the New Year? 
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E loc. 218. Provincial winners can text: 
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Revelers told not to burn tires, or else... 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. can lead to cracks on the street arrest violators, Northern Police also warned the public about ће and blast wounds," he said. 
and Tarra V. Quismundo pavement. District Director Noe Wong said. — dangers of using very powerful Арап from responding to fires 
Also, prolonged exposure to Wong asked - firecrackers. The police had also anticipated to ignite when the 
UNLESS you want to spend the fumes produced by burning tires port to the police if they see per- vowed to go after peddlers of city welcomes the new year, 
first day of 2005 behind bars, cel- is a health hazard. sons burning tires in their com- unauthorized explosives. teams from the Bureau of Fire 
ebrate New Year's Eve without “There are safer ways to wel- munities. However, unauthorized fire- Protection in Manila would be 
burning tires. come the New Year,” said Manila Malabon City police chief crackers still found their way to roving city streets on the lookout 
Or so the National Capital Не. Mayor Lito Atienza in a state- Josefino Teofisto said he already the streets and more than 800 for burning tires and other 
gion Police Office (NCRPO) warns. ment. formed teams to go after people people all over the country were flammable materials to readily 
Ina memorandum, ће NCR- А burning rubber tire or a who would fire guns indiscrimi- “reported injured from December put them out. 
POordereditsmeninthefivepo- drum traditionally serve as in- nately, use illegal firecrackers or 2003 to January 2004 because of City Hall said the four city- 
lice districts in the metropolis to stant “lighters,” onto which а bum tires tonight. firecrackers. owned hospitals—Ospital ng 
arrest persons caught burning firecracker need only be thrown NCRPO Director Avelino Ra- Instead of lighting up fire- Maynila, Ospital ng Tondo, Ospi- 
tires on the streets. to explode. But, as in past years, zon Jr. earlier said the police crackers, a practice believed to tal ng Sampaloc and Gat Andres 
Many people burn tires to light Atienza dissuaded the city's resi- would go after peddlers of unau- drive away negative energy to Bonifacio Medical Center—are 
powerful firecrackers notwith- dents from this practice, calling it thorized powerful firecrackers. usher in an optimistic new year, ready to handle emergency situ- 
standing the risks that it poses. anenvironment hazard, too. Until last night, the police had Atienza encouraged his con- ations. 
from the risk of the’ Police would be deployed to yettoreportany arrests. stituents to go basic: bang pots “Our hospitals are on full alert 
sparks triggering fires, thick arrest those who would be Among the firecrackers con- and pans. and would be ready to treat burn 
smoke from burning tires can al- caught disobeying the mayors sidered illegal are bawang, whis- “Is better to be safe than sor- and blast victims. We have a full 
so blur the view of motorists and order. Че bomb, pla-pla, super lolo and гу You certainly don't want to complement of doctorsand other 
cause accidents. In northern Metro Manila, po- lolo thunder. spend the first few days of the health professionals to provide 
Heat generated by the tires licewill patrolneighborhoodsand Last year, governmentofficials year recuperating from burns , treatment,” said Atienza. 


Mayors remind citizens to be safe in greeting New Year Sta. Rosa 
Ehe ze ZTE гел hosts sky 


and Tina б. Santos 


А f ‹ 0 
WHY SPEND on firecrackers and ver. FE + сопсегї 


put your life or limb at risk when 
ез afree, = and more fes- 7 5 ab ТО USHER in the new year with a 
tive alternative 1 bang this New Year's Eve, the En- 
Revelers may greet the New ec 7 ا‎ chanted Kingdom, the Philip- 
Year in Makati or Manila, where NOS 2 | 2 3 pines’ only world-class theme 
local governments have prepared 3 park, ups the splendor of its fire- 5 
showsinthesky تت‎ NE 3 works by providing a double treat $ 
Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay is М e у = for yearend revelers. 
encouraging residents to attend | ү 3 1 5 ? 2 Fireworks of Enchanted King- 
the city’s special countdown par- d ES дот is the highlight of a visit to 
ty at the comer of Paseo de Roxas ~ 4 thepark. Capping a day of whole 
and Ayala Avenues where they Е 2 او‎ some fun and enjoyment, Ше 
can welcome 2005 safe from fire- == бр 2 2 2 7A aerial display lights up the Sta. 
cracker-related injuries, 3 5 5 Rosa, Laguna skies—leaving 
“The Makati countdown will d spectators in awe. 
x the best and Се New 8 3 Em ٢" 0 Aptly titled “A Concert in the 
ears Eve party іп the country, 1 3 ١ | Sky," а full four-minute show en-z 
el oe سه‎ не а Я N > d zac PY) thralls the audience with an awe: 
е LIE E 2 some glow of colors forming vari- з 
of аи rework show hat wil i = ~ ê ous patterns, choreographed. چم‎ 
У en i > 3 3 the theme park's music, “Every-$ 
E изка y Я 3 day Everyday” " zu 
Merrymaking in Makati will in- Я For every show, ће theme рай 
clude a street party starting at 5 АТА lights up approximately 350 го 
sunset and a laser light show dur- ^ $ 400 shells of fireworks which? 
ing a 60-second countdown to Е 22 } 


the New Year followed by a 15. Е Б.> takes no less than two hours to set? 
ШІП деген РИМ : AS A У па three years now, Enchant- 
‘The local government has de- € > па аи سو‎ ш 
dared the и сш Busi- supreme qual iy Fireworks, has? 
ness District a. firecracker-free y Tora 
zone, = their guns and has put tape aver been the only Filipino reworks 
ПЫН та anya a HOW ТО USE FIRECRACKERS SAFELY themuzlesofthefrearms. The Macau International Fie-É 
lowed is okay, but why do they 3 Las Piñas Mayor Imelda Aguilar Yorks Festival, the biggest fire- p 
have to spend money for it when ә DO NOT tet children set offfire- electrical wires, flammable liquid fective firecrackers. Wait tor 15 to Taguig Mayor Sigfrido Tinga and orks competition in the world. ~ 
they can watch the pyrotechnics crackers Guidetheminusing and other combustible materials. 20 minutes before dousing water Muntinlupa Mayor Jaime Fresnedi "Тре ЕК team has been earning? 
over Manila Вау?" Western Police  fucesand sparklers. ‘© Donotattempttosetoff fire- on the damaged firecracker. designated firecracker zones in „ecolades, nor just from the audi- $ 
District (WPD) director Chief е Donotusehandsin setting off crackers when drunk. ` е Do not pick up used firecrack- their respective localities as they Goce but also from organizers; 
Supt. Pedro Bulaongsaidinanin- firecrackers. Use lighting equip- © Place special firecrackers such ers. urged their constituents to besafe ала fellow competitors. а 
terview. ment with long handles. asfountains, pailawand lucesin е Be sure to douse with water in welcoming 2005. "Enchanted Kingdom is located 
Не said ай members of the e Use firecrackers in spacious | sand-filed containers for support. places where firecrackers have The Philippine Pyrotechnic | the city of San Rosa, Laguna. 
WPD, save those on duty, could апі safe areas where there are no е Donotatiemptiorekindiede- been lit Manufacturers and Dealers Asso- i the ال ول‎ Jan 2 the parkis 
Join the celebration at the Вау- ciation said safety could be en- SO fom 10 am. to M 
"walk organized by the Manila sured by following certain rules in = ы. айй бане шыт 
City government in cooperation 30 minutes. There will also be residents to attend the festivities. and ensuring Ше safety of revel- handling firecrackers. (See box.) te ae игы о. 
with TV station GMA 7. concerts while waiting for the “They would besafeattheBay- ers,” he said. For its part, the Bureau of Fire 78; 830. а 16 ене 
The fireworks display over counidownto 2005. walk because there would bealot The WPD is also aiming forze- Protection placed its men on high 1978: 827 палан ۰ 


Manila Bay is expected to last for Bulaong also called on Manila of policemen guarding the area го incidents of policemen firing alert for possible fires. ne Сунжа 


Mandaluyong organizes seniors MENTON 


By Ruth L. Navarra was decided after several Only members who are board members of FSCAM. 

meetings with the chairs residents of a barangay and The presidents become фе 
MANDALUYONG has de- and officials of the city’s 16 have a valid senior citizens official representatives of 
cided that the best way to barangays. ID may be elected as an of- the chapters. From there, 
resolve issues concerning The organization of the ficer. The members must they must elect another 11 
its senior citizens is to man- FSCAM will begin at the elect fromthecandidatesto officers to make up FS- 
age all of them under one barangay level. fill the 11 directorial posi- САМ executive commit- 
organization, Each barangay will form tions in their chapter. tee. 

“The Federation of Senior a chapter complete with its Senior citizens who are The organization has re- 
Citizens of Mandaluyong own officers who will look not residents of a barangay leased 309 senior citizens 
(FSCAM) was updated so after their members. are allowed to vote. IDs, which allow them to 
that it will have a more sys- Election of officers have Elected officials, except avail of discounts in differ- 
tematic way of coordinat- started in the different the public relations officer, ent establishments and 
ing with its members, This barangays. automatically become transport in the country. 


No restful slumber for this family | more meseme 


By Leila B. Salaverria tays 2-year-old son AJ who parking lot attendant at fight that was stopped 8) BA PR 
was stabbed on the left Roxas Boulevard, and two when cooler heads inter- ÍA Lge = 

А FAMILY who lay in deep arm. peanut vendors whose vened. 3 
slumber at a sidewalk off 8۷٥۵ Concepcion, 15, names were not immedi- _ But while Cantayand the 
Roxas Boulevard in Manila was stabbed twice on the ately available. family were sleeping on the FIRST PRIZE. PANY" solabod 
was attacked by three men back, while his brother Investigation by SPO2 sidewalk at the comer of LIA پوس‎ 
armed with knives and lead Lorenzo, 10, was hit on ће Ed Ko showed that Galis, Aldecoa Street and Roxas wW 
pipes early yesterday head witha pipe. for no apparent reason, al. Boulevard, the three armed ۷ ШІ, 
morning. “The Concepcions are the legedly hit Lorenzo on the men allegedly arrived and 

Dominador Cantay 44, sons of Cantays live-in head while the latter was attacked the family The Pr 
died after he was stabbed partner, Jessica, from a pre- walking along Roxas Boule- suspects then escaped 10- 
several times by the sus- vious marriage who had vard on Dec. 29. ward Mabini Street. The | FF SECONDERIZE sofabed 
pects. come to visit her for the Cantay later confronted wounded family members 

‘The armed men did not holidays. Galis about the incident. were rushed to Ше Ospital SEE FOSTERS AND DETAILS A PARNEPRING og 
spare three children from The suspects were iden- After а heated argument, ng Maynila, where Cantay | SUPERCENTER, 5060 Home & Otfco Center, 
the attack, including Сап. tified only as Jun Galis, а the two engaged in a fist was later declared dead. — | STA, LUCIA EAST, & LANDMARK. Рог DIENCR pom No, 2997 sates of 2004 
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н ^ Bamboo f 
b leads the New Year countd 
and kicks off its loudest, 
‘grandest party!: 


a 


wireless community in the country. 


So be SMART to have a blast in the most awaited New Year's countdown celebration! 


The Fort Open Неја | 
_ Tpm е December 31,2004 


Watch the country’s biggest and coolest bands and artists rock on to the NewYear absolutely FREE! | 
Plus, SMART Subscribers who arrive early at the venue get to enjoy FREE tattooing. face painting, or fortune telling as a special treat! 


For non-SMART Subscribers, simply SIM swap to the SMART Buddy Super SIM 3 to be part of the biggest 


: 9 ат, (9 خا يبب‎ „ФО 
sos BEAST] 
‘Spurs vs Blazers; 11:30 سه‎ 
ат. (F9 p.m); Solar Compiled by L. Manguiat 
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dogs. 
Schedules subject to change without prior notice. 


Cojuangco 
PSA Awards 
таш guest 


INCOMING Philippine Olympic Committee (POC) president Jose 
“Peping” Cojuango will be the guest of honor when the Philippine 
Sportswriters Association (PSA) fetes the top achievers of 2004 dur- 
ingits Annual Awards Night at the Manila Pavilion on Jan. 13. 


Cojuangeos appearance in the 90- 
minute program that starts at 7:30 p.m. 
marks the first time he will be guesting in 
the blue-ribbon event since being elected 
as head of the country’s Olympic govem- 
ing body. 

The former Tarlac congressman ас- 
companied her daughter, Mikee Co- 
juango-Jaworski, to last years awards 
night. Mikee was named Sportswoman 
of the Year by the PSA in 2002 for win- 
ning a gold medal in equestrian during 
the Asian Games in Busan. 

The presence of Cojuangco is expect- 
ed to add prestige to the affair spon- 
sored by Red Bull, Agfa Colors, Photoki- 
па, Pagcor, San Miguel Beer, the Philip- 
pine Sports Commission, Accel and 
Manila Mayor Lito Atienza with NBN-4 
аз its official carrying station. 

Cojuangco will personally present 
the awards to the more than 70 hon- 
orees led by golfer Jennifer Rosales and 
boxer Manny Pacquiao. 

Rosales and Pacquiao have been be- 
stowed the highest accolade by the PSA 
body. They were named Sportswoman 
and Sportsman of the Year, respectively. 


Also high on the honor roll are зре- 
cial awards recipients Alex Pagulayan, 
who won the 2004 World Pool Champi- 
onship, and Olympians Mary An- 
toinette Rivero and Jasmine Figueroa, 
whose gutsy stands in the Athens 
Games proved to be the highlight of the 
Philippine delegation's campaign in the 
quadrennial meet. 

Other achievers include four-time 
Philippine Basketball Association 
(PBA) Most Valuable Player Alvin Patri 
monio (Presidential Award) and major 
awardees Mark Paragua and Nelson 
Mariano (chess), Liza del Rosario 
(bowling), Efren “Bata” Reyes and 
Francisco “Django” Bustamante (bil 
lards), Rhyan Tangullig (cycling), 
Gabriel Espinas (amateur basketball) 
and Pati Dilema (horseracing) and An- 
gelo Que (golf). 

Promising chesser Wesley So is the 
recipient of the Tony Siddayao Award 
while former POC president and Co- 
juangco predecessor Celso Dayrit will 
will receive the Leadership Award. 

Four great athletes of another time 
will be elevated to the PSA Hall of 


Да 
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$ Editor Teddyvic S. Melendres 


ROSALES and Pacquiao will receive their awards from Cojuangco (top inset). 


Fame, namely Mona Solaiman and Ly- 
dia de Vega-Mercado (athletics) and 
Caloy Loyzaga and Lauro Mumar (bas- 
ketball). 

The other awardees: 

Citations 

Randy исо (boxing), Gaby dea Merced (lari 
ing). Chot Reyes (basketball), Matteo Guide, 
Michele Bumgamer (karting), Don Bosco, Glenn 
Aguilar (motocross), AR Ramos (gl) Anjou Jeli- 
сое Mauricio (X-Games), Yolanda Mendigora 
(Powering), Juvic Pagunsan (001), Enrique 
Вага Rosales (powerlting, BEST Center, Henry 
Карта (athletics), Tagaytay Слу. Marchi Gan- 
опсо (swimming), Kenneth San Andres (mo- 


ocross) Miguel Tabuena (gol), JR Gonzales 
(900) Totoy Tingzon (baseball). Hermie Esguerra 
(horseracing) Ato Badolato, (basketbal), Jayvie 
Agojo (golf) Rene Catalan (wushu), Roy Vence 
athletics), RP archery team, Arvin Ting (wushu). 
Tyson Sy (AF3), Solar Sports Rudy Salud (boxing) 

Posthumous 

Boy Araras (basketball) Agustin Cala, Fely Fa- 
Jardo (basketbal), Purita Нера! Jacinto (softbal), 
Faustino Medina, Camilo “Boy” Mendez, Ernie 
Singson, Teddy Allarero (basketball), Rudy Sam- 
son (020), Freddie Deen (darts), Domingo 90 
(basketbal) 

Outstanding NSAS 

Taekwondo, Badminton 


IM Sanchez nears Nice chess title 


FILIPINO Intemational Master Joseph 
Sanchez took the scalp of Croatian Grand- 


master 


Nenad Sulava with the black 


Swiss system tournament that lured 186 
players from the European circuit. 


outplaying French master Fabien Li- 
biszewski in the fifth round. 


pieces yesterday to grab the solo lead after 
the sixth and penultimate round of the 
20th Nice Open yesterday at the Le Grand 


Hotel Aston in Nice, France. 


With one round to go, Sanchez, the 34- 


The top-seeded Ephishin (Elo 2599) 
settled for back-to-back draws with СМ. 
Hicham Hamdouchi (Elo 2575) and 
French IM Sebastien Maze in the fifth and 
sixth rounds, respectively, to be at 5.0 
points. 


year-old native of Cebu City with a modest 
Elo rating of 2430, now has 5.5 points. 

He stood а precarious half-point in 
front of erstwhile solo leader GM Vladimir 
SANCHEZ: Half-pointlead — Ephishin of Russia and six others in the 


١ لن‎ 


Ephishin shared second to seventh 
places with Hamdouchi, Maze, French IM 
Aurelien Dunis, Julien Lamorelle and 
Herve Ribreau. 

Sanchez moved up in the standings by 


In today's final round, Sanchez will play 
white against Hamdouchi needing a sixth 
victory to clinch the title outright. 

А draw with the second-seeded Ham- | 
douchi—coupled with a win by any one 
from among Ephishin, Maze, Dunis, Lam- 
corel and Ribreau in the last round—will | 


complicate matters for the Filipino. 

Organizers will 
championship via the ги 
Bernardino, Contributor 


resolve ties for the 
break. Marlon 


Nine stakes races highlight ‘Pasasalamat’ 


NINE stakes races are on tapas the Manila 
Jockey Club bids farewell to the year 2004 
today with the years last major racing 
event, the Philracom's "Yearend Pasasala- 
mar Sa Indusuiya ng Karera” at the San 
Lazaro Leisure Park in Carmona, Cavite. 
Dangling a total prize money of P1.8 
million, the stakes races—the ‘Trainers 
Cup, Jockeys Cup, Мато Cup, Philtobo 


Cap, Klub Don Juan de Manila Cup, OTB 
Operators Cup, Pinoy Racing Cup, Manila 
Jockey Club Inc. and the Philippine Rac- 
ing Club Inc. Cup—are actually part of an. 
action-packed 13-race program. 

“We are honored to host Philracom's 
yearend thanksgiving races for the whole 
racing industry" said МУС chair and chief 
executive officer Alfonso R. Reyno Jr. 


Gere 


“This will be a fitting send-off for a 
great year of successful racing events.” 

Reyno said the industry recognizes the 
contributions of the bayang karerista, 
Philracom officals, the horseowners, 
trainers, jockeys and OTB operators to the 
success of horse racing in the country. 

А guaranteed prize of P200,000 awaits 
the winner in each stakes race. 


Today's races start at 12:30 p.m. 

Fireworks will light up the air over the 
hippodrome as soon as the races end. 

“The MUCI has also scheduled a 14-гасе 
card, highlighted by the "Emperador Cup,” 
on the first day of the new racing season on. 
Sunday. Emperador Brandy is sponsoring 
the race organized by the Rotary Club of Bi- 
akna Bato-Distrct 3780-Quezon Ciy. 


Gonzales clears 
knock-out bar 
for Hastings tilt 


LONE Filipino entry International Mas- 
ter Jayson Gonzales defeated Ronald 
Harman of England on Wednesday to 
Join the first-round survivors in the 80th 
Hastings Chess Congress in England. 

The 33-year-old Philippine Army 
enlisted man matched the feats of de- 
fending champion GM Vassilios Kotro- 
nios of Greece, 15-year-old Chinese 
whiz kid Li Wu, Polish GM Bartosz 
Socko, Russian GM Vladimir Belov, 
English GM Mark Hebden and Ray- 
mond Kaufman of the United States. 

Eighty-four players are taking part 
under the Hastings format, where on- 
ly 20 players are eliminated абег 
round one, The rest go into a Swiss 
competition, Marlon Bernardino, 
Contributor 
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ITA 
نو‎ то | 
ALL-FILIPINO WARS 
Puyat Sports president Aristeo "Putch" Puyat (second from left) signs the 
agreement for the staging of the PI-milion All 
Open duringa press conference at Coronado Lanes in Makati yesterday. With 
him are (from left) Efren “Bata” Reyes, IBC 13 chair Philip шісо and Jemah 
Television chair Marc Roces. The round of 16 of the tournament, where Reyes 
and seven other cue masters have been seeded, willbe held from Feb. 21-27. It 
willbe telecast lve over IBC 13. The winner will receive P600,000. 


же 


ino Best of the Best Billiards 


monu 


Don't miss 
your favorite TV show: 


Check out today's 


inne 
Entertainment section 


RP coach’s 
tenure 

not etched 
in stone 


By June Navarro 


NOTHING'S permanent except change. 

PBA commissioner Noli Eala said this yes- 
terday as he explained the pro league's stance 
on the tenure of the national team coach. 

Eala said the na- 
tional coach—already 
picked but unan- 
nounced as yet—by 
the Philippine Basket- 
ball Association can 
stay at the helm as 
long as he performs 
well with the team. 

Former RP team 
coach Tim Cone of 
Alaska, Joel Banal of 
Talk ‘N Tex, Chot 
Reyes of Coca-Cola 
and Yeng Guiao of Red Bull Barako are the on- 
ly candidates for the post. 

As the country embarks on a four-year bas- 
ketball program to regain its lofty status in the 
Asian scene, Eala said the national coach 
should be willing to step down if he fails to 
meet expectations. 

"The first year is going to be very crucial," 
said Eala. “That's why one of the conditions is, 
the coach should be willing to resign if he 
does not live up to expectations.” 

Eala said the league has not set parameters 
to measure the success of the national coach. 

The commissioner will present his choice 
to the PBA board of governors during a spe- 
cial meeting on Tuesday. 

"The national coach will handle the RP teams 
competing in two Asian Basketball Confedera- 
tion championships in 2005 and 2007. 

‘The coach will form the team, composed pri- 
marily of PBA stars, to also represent the country 
in the ABC Champions Cup and the Jones Cup. 

Next year’s ABC Championship in Doha, 
Qatar, serves as a qualifier for the 2006 World 
Championships in Saitama, Japan. The 2007 
edition will give the top two teams berths to 
the 2008 Beijing Olympics. 


EALA: Performance 


| Tigresses look invincible 


as Final 4 battles heat up 


WITH defending champion University of Santo 
‘Tomas seemingly invincible at the top, the battle 
for the last three semifinal berths in the Shakey 
V-League second conference will be а toss-up 
among the rest of the teams. 

The unbeaten Tigresses, thanks to top attack- 
er Roxanne Pimentel, are gunning for a sweep of 
the double-round elimination and the first sot in 
the semifinals of the tournament sponsored by 
Shakeys Pizza. 

Back-to-back UAAP champion La Salle and 
the veterans-Iaden Philippine Sports Commis- 
sion, however, are hot in pursuit with 3-1 and 4- 
2win-loss cards, respectively 

Lyceum and Letran, both toting 2-3 cards, as 
well as San Sebastian and Раг Eastern are also 
tipped to make the final grind for the Final Four 
seats interesting, 

“The top four reams after the 12-game elimina- 


—1 
SSTANDINGS ٧٧ زا‎ 
UST ) 
LaSalle 

> PSC 

* Lyceum 
Letran 
550 
FEU 

GAMES TUESDAY 
(Rizal Coliseum) 
3p m—üST SC 
5p m—yceumvs 
свие 


tion round advance to 
the semifinals, with 
No. 1 taking on No. 4 
and No. 2 facing No. 3 
in bestofthree match 
duels. 

‘Action resumes on 
Tuesday at the Rizal 
Coliseum with the Es- 
pafa-based UST 
tossers tackling the La- 
dy Stags at 3 p.m. and 
the Lady Pirates bat- 
ding the Lady Archers 
at 5 pan, in the tour- 
nament co-presented by Dunkin Donuts, HBC 
Home of Beauty Exclusives, Smart and PLDT 
with Mikasa and Accel as official volleyball and 
outfitter, respectively. 


Everyone deserves a treat, | 
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Hermie’s impeccable 
record speaks for itself 


HERMIE Esguerra, popular own- 
er of super horse Wind Blown, 
will be honored by the Philippine 
Sportswriters Association for his 
unparalleled success and contri- 
bution to Philippine horse racing 

B during the annual PSA Awards 
Night at the Manila Pavilion on 

Jan. 13. 
A sports benefactor held in 
high esteem in the community, 


Да 


Tracy, Yao stand out 


Ue 


breeding of race horses, stressing 
that his next biggest goal is to 
produce champion horses in the 
mold of Wind Blown. Now 8 


ÉLEVELAND—Tracy McGrady scored 34 
points, Yao Ming added 20 and the Hous- 
п Rockets didn't have to contend Le- 
ron James after halftime during а 98-87 
in over the Cleveland e Esguerra has donated proceeds of 
0 James didn’t play Wednesday night after eres Lis record winnings not only to 
‘Bruising a bone near his left eye when he was the industry's major players like 
cidentally struck by Houston's Dikembe jockeys, trainers, grooms and sta- years old, Wind Blown (Hazam 
lutombo late in the first half. James was ble hands, but also to our nation- ош of Wind in my Hair) has won 
coming off a 40-point performance at Atlanta al athletes, sports associations ап all-time record high of 
Tuesday, He scored just three before being and victims of the killer typhoons р18,978,695.50 in 49 starts, with 
redo а night. which devastated the country re- 36 wins, 24 in stakes races. 
‘Drew Gooden led Cleveland with 21 points cently. 3 2 
Ind 12 rebounds. The Philippine Racing Com- LETTER TO PRESIDENT AR- 
In Charlotte, North Carolina, Jermaine mission has also recognized Es- ROYO, Former Philippine 
Neal had 24 points and 17 rebounds as In- guerra as today's leading horse Olympic Committee president 
апа beat Charlotte, 74-71. The Pacers won owner, whose stable has set un- and sports critique Julian Malon- 
Jack-to-back for the second time this month. precedented achievements in re- 50 has written President Масара- 
IF In the three games he's played since an ar- cent racing history. gal-Arroyo regarding the sorry 
itrator reduced his 25-game suspension to Still, success did not come easy state of Philippine sports. 
j, O'Neal has 61 points and 35 rebounds. He for this dapper businessman from А firm follower of the Olympic 
ill go before a federal judge Thursday in Plaridel, Bulacan. movement, the 81-year-old Mal- 
Jew York, to learn if he can continue to play When 1 go into something, І опо said, “The present set-up of 
must sit out the final 10 games of the sus- really work had to excel,” he said. sports in the Philippines is the 
Pension for his part in the Pacers-Pistons 1 study very hard to know every- making of the late dictator Ferdi- 
rawi last month. thing about the sport, from the папд Marcos," claiming that Mar- 
Emeka Okafor had his 17th consecutive training of horses, to treating cos had wanted го make sports as 
jouble-double with 16 points and 15 re- their injuries and, most recently, one of his means to stay as presi- 
junds for Charlotte. | breeding oftop-caliber race hors- dent of the Philippines for as long 
In Washington, Chauncey Billups hit a 14- 


KNICKS’ Stephon Marbury (3) challenges Kevin Garnett and Mark Madsen of the Wolves. 


Gilbert Arenas scored 34 points, and Larry double for Orlando with 24 points, 12 re- 


es. as he lives by appointing his fa- 
foot jumper with 0.7 seconds left to give De- 

poit а come-from-behind 107-105 victory 
ver Washington. 

5 The Pistons overcame a 19-point first-half 
Beficit and trailed Бу as many as 15 in the 
$hird quarter. Billups scored 10 of his season- 
igh 32 points in the final five minutes, and 
fasheed Wallace had 12 of his 23 in the final 
harter. 


Hughes had 30 to go with seven assists and six 
steals for the Wizards. 

То Orlando, Florida, Michael Redd scored 
29 points and short-handed Milwaukee got 
15 points and a career-high 14 rebounds from 
Dan Gadzuric to beat Orlando, 111-105. 

The Bucks had only 11 players in uniform 
because of injuries. Desmond Mason added 
21 points. Steve Francis nearly had a triple- 


bounds and nine assists. Grant Hill added 26 

points for the Magic, undone by 23 

turnovers. АР 
Complete results: 

Houston 98, Cleveland 87; Milwaukee 111, Orlando 
105; Detroit 107, Washington 105; indiana 74, Charlotte 
71: NY Knicks 100, Minnesota 87; Phoenix 107, New Or- 
leans 96; Memphis 117, Boston 106: Golden State 111, 
Toronto 105; LA Clippers 101, Utah 90. 


Esguerra launched his check- 
ered racing career in 1999 when 
he bought two horses—King Air 
and Tomahawk—from veteran 
racing man Antonio Floirendo 
and another—Anahaw—from his 
friend, Eric Tagle. 

“1 just wanted to find a new di- 
version at the start," he recalled, 
"but I really got serious with my 


vorite Australian nephew, Mike 
Keon, as sports czar. Marcos also 
appointed his cronies to the dif 
ferent sports associations, under- 
mining the duly elected officials 
of the national sports associa- 
tions, including the National 
Olympic Committee (NOC), now 
the Philippine Olympic Commit- 
tee (POC). 


involvement in racing in 2001 
when I acquired Wind Blown, 
then already a champion horse, 
from Sandy Javier. 

After he acquired Wind Blown 
and around 60 other horses at 
that time, Esguerra felt it was 
necessary to set up his own farm. 
“I used to spell my horses with 
racing buddies Putch (Marho 
president Aristeo Puya) and 
Mari (Jose Mari Franco)" said 
Esguerra, whose other favorite 
sports are golf and basketball. 
Butsoon after, he found a place” 
Lipa City, Batangas, where he es- 
tablished the modern Herma only one person run the national 
Farms, the new home to the phe- sports program,” he said. 
momena! Wind Blown, who is ie 
now retired to stud. Here's wishing everybody a 

“1 have found fulfillment,” he peaceful and prosperous New 
said on his latest venture, the Year. 


Red Sox miracle voted top story 


Marcos abolished the Philip- 
pine Amateur Athletic Federa- 
tion, leading to the creation of the 
Philippine Sports Commission 
(PSC), which Malonso said is ar- 
rogating the powers and duties of 
the POC, the body recognized by 
the International Olympic Com- 
mittee (ОС). 

То remedy this unsettling situ- 
ation, Malonso has appealed to 
President Arroyo to appoint the 
acclaimed POC president as PSC 
chair for economy and sound 
management, “The only way to 
save Philippine sports is to have 


ј SPORTSWATCH 


3 Pascua, Batulan top chessfest 
HARIDAS Pascua, an 11-year-old wonder from Mangatarem, Pangasinan, 
and Mariel Batulan, 3 -year-old discovery from the City of San Fernando, 
‘merged as boys and giris overall champions, respectively, in the recent Ri- 
he mat ti amianan Kiddies Chess Championships at the City of San Femando, La 
Union. Pascua had a perfect record he si-round, 14 and under touma- 
* ment supported by La Union Gov. Victor Е Ortega and San Fernando City 
|Ы Mayor Mary Jane C. Ortega. Batulan scored five points in the event organized 
by engineer Joseph A, Dumuk. The other champions are Roosericole 
 Ducusin (8-14), Jan Emmanuel Garcia (8-10), Medy Vidal (6-14) and Allen 
Nikki Subang (6-12) 
NBTC classes begin jan. 8 
THE FIRST semester f the 2005 National Basketball Training Center (NBTC) 
classes opens on Jan. 8 and will run until May 25, The NBTC, which holds 
Saturday classes only at the RFM Sports center, adopts a strict one-to-six 
‘coach-studet ratio and as already started to accep registrants. Applica- 
tions may be coursed through the NBTC secretariat at 628-65-20, 641-56-16 
2 or 0917 628-84-31. 


Roligon cockers form Filcobra 
ANEW cockers and breeders group. based at Roligon Mega Cockpit. was 
formed three weeks ago. Named the Filipino Cockers and Breeders Associa- 
Eton, Ficobra is led by an interim executive committee composed of Nanding 
Diaz of Capiz, Colonel Tabique, Benny Lado, Jimmy Machuca, Jerry Ang. Pe- 
ter Uren, Edmund Yasay, lawyer Vio Manguerra and Dado Mitra. Ficobra 
members wil compete in a 7-derby circuit that includes Six one-day 4-cock- 
s; ers and one three-day 5-cock derby. The Season Starter 4-Соск Derby is set 


Phelps gets 18 months 
for intoxicated driving 


SALISBURY, Maryland —Olympic 
swimming champion Michael 
Phelps was sentenced to 18 months 
probation Wednesday after pleading 
guilty to drunken driving. 

Judge Lloyd O. Whitehead 
granted Phelps probation before 
judgment, meaning his record 
will be expunged if he complies 
with the terms of probation 
Phelps pleaded guilty to driving 
while impaired, and prosecutors 
dropped charges of driving under 
the influence, underage drinking 


and failure to stop at a stop sign. 

The 19-year-old Phelps was 
fined $250 and ordered to pay 
555 in court costs, must attend a 
meeting sponsored by Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving, and must 
give speeches to students at three 
local schools by June 1, advising 
them about making choices and 
warning them about the dangers 
ofalcohol. 

Whitehead also ordered Phelps 
to abstain from alcohol and illegal 
drugs during his probation. АР 


on Jan. 12 with a guaranteed cash prize of 2300000 for an entry fee of 
7,700. Minimum betis Р5 500. Flcobra members include Rey Briones, 

і Willa Go, James Uy, Bland Tolentino, Cong. Pong Plaza, Charie Cristobal, 
Allan Saco, Alex and Pol Derpo, Boy Marzo, lawyer Romero Yu, Lito Alcan- 
tara and engineer Meder Datu. 


| اص‎ 7 
|, MITSUBISHI Motors president Kengo Takase (right) and 
Manila Southwoods Golf and Country Club chair Robert John 
Sobrepeña (2nd from left) hand over a symbolic key to Eugene 
Г Villanueva, grand raffle winner of the brand-new Mitsubishi 
5 Lancer GLX in the recent Chairman's Cup tournament. With 


BOSTON—The Boston Red Sox's victory in 
the World Series for the club's first Major 
League Baseball title since 1918, and the un- 
precedented playoff comeback against the 
New York Yankees that made it possible, was 
selected the sports story of the year by the US 
newspaper and broadcast members of The As- 
sociated Press. 

The Red Sox triumph was a runaway 
winner with 108 first-place votes and 
1,325 points, beating out Lance Arm- 
strong's sixth straight Tour de France title 
(seven first-place votes, 785 points) and 
the Indiana Pacers-Detroit Pistons brawl 
was third (six first-place votes, 662 
points). 

The New England Patriots Super Bowl vic- 
tory and 21-game National Football League 
winning streak was next (zero first-place 
votes, 498 points), followed by sports steroid 
stories (eight first-place votes, 495 points). 

Earlier this month, in a poll of worldwide 
subscribers, Greece's victory in soccer's Euro- 
pean Championship was selected the top 
sports story, beating out the Summer 
Olympics, which was second. 


been enough to make the Red Sox the year's 
top story. But the Sox added drama to their ti- 
че. 

Despite playing 500 ball for most of the 
year, Boston swept the Anaheim Angels in the 
first round, with designated hitter David Ortiz 
—"Papi"—hiting a clinching homer in the 
то inning of Game 3, But the Red Sox justas. 
quickly fell behind the Yankees 3-0 in the 
American League championship series, 

No MLB team had ever rallied from a 3- 
0 deficit to even tie a seven-game series, 
let alone win it. But the Red Sox, rallied 
from 4-3 deficit in ninth inning of the 
fourth game to tie it and eventually won in 
the 12th. 

It won the next three games to defeat the 
Yankees and rolled over the St. Louis Cardi- 
nals in the World Series, prompting a victory 
parade that drew millions, 

“Just about everywhere 1 go, people get 
very emotional, These people have been wait- 
ing a lot longer than i have," said Bill Mullaly, 
a 30-year-old Red Sox security guard who es- 
corts the Commissioner's Trophy awarded to 

he World Series winners on many of its visits. 


Merely winning the US baseball title after 
ап 86-year drought probably would have 


JASON Varitek rises to the occasion for the 
Boston Red Sox with game-winning runs. ке 


|, them دا‎ Orlando Alvarez. E Tés had a huge impact on people. Its made 
: е AP 


them feel good." 


ЗПАУЕ this habit of greeting the New 
ar by digging up some words of wis- 
m. You know, i want to start the New 
ar right—if could. I've always felt that 
Aether famous or not, notorious or not, 
meone has been a master of his time, is 

imaster of our time. 

2) Let me begin by saying I have a Triple 
on this, the day before the start of 
05. The first A is for Advice, second A 
ir Age, and third A for Anger. 

2 Each of them, 1 assure you, is good for the 
lete, coach and manager АП of us, really: 
So, get set, aim, fre! 

3 Benjamin Franklin said, "He that 
лт be counseled can't be helped.” 
‘This one applies to all. To the athletes 

hd those just starting out life, a career, 

(e note. 

If a newcomer thinks he knows every- 
jing, he is doomed. 

17а sophomore thinks he knows half of 


what is to be learned, he will not be 
whole the rest of his life. 

Ifa veteran thinks he is better than the 
coach, he will be retired sooner than ex- 
pected. 

Not even the best coach in Ше world 
knows everything. Phil Jackson, The 
Coach of the Nineties, was dumped in fa- 
vor of Kobe “The Brat” Bryant. Coaching 
is not only about court strategy, itis also 
about coach-player relationship. Obvi- 
ously, Phil has met his march in Kobe. 

Bottom line is, we shouldn't stop hear- 
ing other people's advice. Ас the end of 
the day, the advice is but a guide. You de- 
cide after digesting the advice. 

On Age, listen to Cato The Censor: “Be 
‘come old early if you wish to stay old long." 

Even the young can become old. rsa 
choice. And by old here, we mean living 
as if we are already old: wise to the ways 
ofthe world. 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE | 


Triple A 


SPECTATOR 


415. 
Mendoza 


Not noisy but calm. 

Not temperamental but cool. 

Not judgmental but fair and level 
headed. 

Not nasty but nice. 

Life is а coma, never a period. We 
learnas we live. 

An athlete leans many things from 
practice, and everything from the game. 

A conch learns many things from a 
game, and everything from his players. 

А worker learns many things from his 


boss, and everything from the job at 
hand. 

On Anger, here's Pythagoras, my fa- 
vorite since my high school days: "Anger 
always begins with folly, and ends with 
repentance.” 

How many times have we heard some- 
one say, “I'm sorry. I didn't mean to do 
it 

There will always be anger in us, Hu- 
man nature, But the challenge, really, is 
to putanger under check. Ron Artest, the 
non-artist from Indiana, must still be in 
repentance mode until now. 

"The trick is, always make the head in 
charge of the heart. The heart is prone to 
indiscretion and, therefore, the head 
must always be wary. For the head to 
work properly at all times, it must detach 
from the source of anger: heart. 

Heart is passion and head is reason. 
That is the way to treat them both, In 


practical terms, separate them like oil 
and water. In ideal terms, conjoin them 
like horse and carriage for they also 
make a perfect match when correctly 
handled. 

1 grant that most of the time, the heart 
controls the head on matters of love, 
When it can't be helped and it happened, 
lets seek Divine intervention: May their 
passion be bound by reason. 

Inany case, when anger is at hand and 
licking it ls as tempting as the apple in 
the garden, cling to Horace: "Anger is a 
short madness.” 

Which means that when we lose our 
cool, we should be quick to realize our 
madness. Apology must be done without 
delay, 

‘And so, to those! have hurt in the year 
about to end, my sincerest apologies. 
Please forgive me. 

Happy New Year! 
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Ray of Hope: An outreach 


program by Somerset for the typhoon victims 


WITH the onslaught of typhoons that has left the 
morther regions in a devastating state, Somerset 
Services Residences, Manila is launching Ray of 
Hope, an outreach project where staff and guests 
may make monetary contributions or donate 


An explosiv: 
New Year 
at Bellevue 


LOOKING for a great way to start 
the New Year? Take your friends 
and family along to southern 
Metro Manila's largest and most. 
modern concert venue, The Belle- 
vue Grand Ballroom as it opens to 
the public for the first time 
tonight, Dec. 31. Mitch Valdes 
lends a one-of-a-kind perfor- 
mance only for this evening, En- 
trance fee of Р750 net includes 


8107 for 


‘SMART, 


clothes, blankets, food, medicine and other relief 
goods for the unfortunate victims of typhoons 
Winnie and Yoyong. The donation drive ran until 
Dec. 14 and proceeds will be given to the GMA 
“Kapuso” foundation 


one standard drink. Greet 2005 
with a bang with your loved ones 
close by only at The Bellevue Ho- 
tel, Alabang’s fun family destina- 
tion. Call 771-8181 local 8113 or 


inquiries, The New 


Years Countdown with Mitch 
Valdes is brought to you by BMW, 


Pepsi, Nescafé Gold, 


102.1 Crossover and The Philippine 
Daily Inquirer 


A thought from a non-reader. 
А mind on the blink can be a real turrroff. If you need a bit of stimulation, try reading for a change. Just a thought. 


This initiative is in relation to the Ascott 
Heartware campaign where the staff and 
management continue to move towards an 
extraordinary impact by delivering a “touch 
from our hearts” experience. 


Greet 2005 
with a bang 
with your 
loved ones 
close by only 
at The 
Bellevue 
Hotel, 
Alabang’s 
fun family 
destination. 
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Mandarin Oriental Manila 
Paseo de Ronas cor, Макай Ave Makati Chy 
لتق‎ 
weni 00 com. 
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мый HOL 


New World Renasssance Hotel 
Esperanza Se cor malas Ave, Malan Oy 
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a Makati Shangri-La Hotel 
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THE PENINSULA 


The Peninsula Manila Hotel 
sia Ave. & ska Ave, Makati کل‎ 
jeh 810-3456) Fox 4635 


GARDEN 


PLAZA 
itus 


Ay Centr, 1223 Маки) Ory PL 
يو‎ РӘ سی‎ бийлик com 
سه سنت‎ com 


Garden Plaza Hotel & Sultes 
1020 Belo St. Paco, Mania 
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‘Waterfront Hotel Lahug. 
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| Waterfront Hotel Macan 
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Royal Mandaya Hotel 
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Camp John Hay Manor 
Tonkan Road, Bago Ску 
чаан 46-031 t030 
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City Garden Hotel-Makatı 
Makan Ate cor Kalayaan Se, Malal сау 
За Са пес 00189-15 
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Travel Hotel‏ وت 
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Golden Pine Hotel and Restaurant 
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ром 14 0704 
mat لي م‎ ле 


Executive Plaza Hotel 
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Pe 523-1000 5754979 
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capcom 
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City Garden Suites 
задиви Erma Manila 
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Skyrise Hotel 
прсти ће Baga به‎ 
TN 445-4834 о еди) 443-3807. 


SOMERSET 
Somerset Salcedo, Makati 

HN dela Cona St. cor LP Lavis St, Sal- 
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ست‎ Fac 8886658 
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не 104 Apare St. Legaspi Vago, 1229 


БЕДЕ 
تا‎ 808-0805 Fax 612.7721 


žo 
Tu co Po, 


The Marco Polo 
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OUR pieces on the acting and film 
appreciation workshops we con- 
ducted recently in Baguio have 
elicited invitations to hold similar 
seminars and courses in other 
parts of the country. 

We've gladly acceded to such 
requests because we sense that, iF 
the arts and media are to improve 
in this country, both practitioners 
and members of the audience 
have to raise their standards and 
expectations. 

‘Our notes on acting have 
prompted some readers to ask for 
more details regarding the more 
dynamic and integral approach to 
characterization, emotion and 
performance that we espouse. 

We agree with some readers 
who point out that our approach 
в different from standard acting 
workshop thrusts that require 
students to scream and thrash 
about to “express” themselves, 
and thus exorcise their private 
demons. 

But we believe that theres 
method to our mildness, because 
ме are trying to take workshop- 
pers back, not to their elemental 
core, but to the essence of perfor- 
mance itself. 


What do we mean by this? 
Well, many performers believe 
that, to portray a character well, 
they have to believably pretend to 
be like him. So, they write his de- 
tailed biography, list down his 
needs and behavioral tics, and 
proceed to move, think and feel 
"like" him. 

We submit that this isn’t the 
way to come up with a natural, 
credible and empathetic perfor- 
mance, The better way to do this 
is for the actor to realize that the 
character he's portraying isn't a 
real entity, he's just a name on د‎ 
page of words penned by the 
scriptwriter. 

The only real person on the 
stage or onscreen is—the actor 
himself So, while his thoughts 
may be conditioned by what he 
knows about the characters 
essence and preferences, the 
emotions that result from those 
thoughts are the actors alone. 

So, instead of trying to feel 
happy or sad “like” the character, 
the actor has to feel those emo- 
tions as himself 

This distinction isn't easy for 
many people to understand and 
act upon, because it requires the 


GLOBE'S GIFT OF MUSIC 
This holiday season, Globe Platinum gives subscribers a gift of music. 
Lea Salonga-Chien, winner of Broadway's Tony Award and West 
End's Olivier Award, was in town for a single-night concert, “Home 
for Christmas.” Globe Platinum members got a 15 percent discount 
on ticket prices. Croatian pianist Maksim, a hit with the elite during 
his first Manila concert, returned for an exclusive performance at The 
Podium. Globe Platinum members were given priority seats, plus 
'slatestalbum, 
“Variations Part 1 & 2.” 
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Buy One BE 'R Guitar for only PHP 6,395.00 and 
gota FREE BEHRINGER V-Tone GMI0S, 
Gig Bag, Guitar Instructions, Picks, Cable 
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ENTERTAINMENT 
Method to our mildness 


overlook: believing. 

We submit that the best actors 
are those who are so focused and 
open to suggestion that they be- 
lieve that whatever is supposed to 
happen to the character they're 
playing is actually taking place. 

So, if the character is trapped 
in an imaginary earthquake, to 
the actor, the earthquake is real, 
and he physically reels from it 

If the character has received a 
very valuable gift, the actor is 
elated. 1f the character is fired 
from his job, the actor is crushed. 

This is an important distinc- 
tion, because the audience can 
empathize deeply with an actor 
only if the actor has stopped act- 
ing, and has gone on to the realm. 
of believing and be 

Empathy is achieved only 
when the viewer forgets that he's 


VIEWFINDER (7 _ 


Nestor 
U. Torre Fr ДЪ 


actor го Бе completely honest 
about his emotions, and some 
performers don’t want to go that 
far. 

But actors have to take this ex- 
ша step, so that their perfor- 
mances can go beyond "perfor- 
mance" itself, and enter the area 
of "being" that is so often talked 
about in the performing arts 
these days. 

For our part, however, we re- 
gard “being” not as the acme of 
naturalistic acting, but ds the end 
product ofa step that some actors 
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watching а performance. When 
the acting is completely natural 
and authentically felt, it can work 
onthe viewer's subconscious. 

This is where he is most vulner- 
able, and where genuine, life- 
transforming empathetic changes 
can take place, 


Men Revolution” on weekends at 
Брат, starting Jan. 2. 

See how safe we are in “Duck 
Dodgers" in the 24th century i 
Fridays’ Premiere starting Jan. 7 
atópm. 

Follow the adventures of Мас 
and Blooregard and the rest of 
the imaginary gang in their "real" 
world in “Foster's Home for Imag- 
BE IT futuristic or imaginary, inary Friends" weekends at 9 
heroic or whimsical, you can find am. starting Jan. 9. 
the adventure to excite you on Experience the nonstop action 
Cartoon Network this January. with enormous robots and evil 

Join the Brotherhood of Mu- aliens in the comedy-action-ad- 
tants in stopping Apocalypses venture cartoon “Megas XLR,” on 
plan to destroy the planet in “Х- Sundays starting Jan. 9at7 p.m. 
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‘Poetic, magical, 
sensitive storytelling’ 


‘IN THESE times of slick melodi па 
А high-tech thrillers, ‘Panaghoy sa Suba” takes a 
path less traveled and brings its audience to a 
world that is both strange and familiar, trou- 
bling yet serene. Bohol's lovely and mysteri- 
ous land and waters provide an appropriate 
setting for this unusually quiet war movie. 
‘And the lyrical Binisaya is a welcome and re- 
freshing change in a film industry that, for 
decades, has been dominated by Tagalog.” 
‘The Cinema Evaluation Board of the Film 
Development Council of the Philippines thus 
summed up its reasons for granting CM Films’ 
entry to this year's Metro Manila Film Festival 


E-mail: pr_entertalnment@Inqulrercom.ph 
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Assistant Editor Emmie 6. Velarde 


Aleck Bovick sues ex-manager 
for estafa, forcing her into ‘orgy’ /A2-4 


Be part of music history 


as it unfolds. 
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JULIANA Palermo, like Montano, delivers a “fine performance.” 


the coveted А rating. 

Drawn from the board members individual 
comments, the summation noted that the 
movie "is as refreshing as che river that is its 
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Waterfront Cebu City 
Hotel Grand Ballroom 
January 28, 2005 
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Tunay ‘na chocolate. 

-© Tunay па ube. 

7 Walang kasing-creamy, 
walang kasing-sarap! 
Nagbalik na ang mga 

Classic flavors ng Magnolia. 


Dahil ang'tunay na pag-ibig 
ay magpakailanman. 


Ik movies non-stop for 24 hours. 


"Start the New Year right: Subscribe now to Sun Cellular's 24/7 Са! & Text Unlimited 
and enjoy it for one year guaranteed, without having to renew your subscription monthly. 


Hats off to great value! Postpaid subscribers can now vin 24/1 Call & Text Unlimited as part of 7 
their Monthly Service Fee! Say goodbye to the hassle of paying more every month, P 
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PASEO UNO, Mandarin Oriental Hotel with BIG FISH featuring LOUNGE 
Groove to the music of guest Djs — Elian Habayeb, Benjo Marquez and Johnboy. 
+Free-flowing Moet and Chandon champagnes exclusive for SMART Infinity subscribers. 


January 1, 2005, Midnight onwards. 
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making us No. 1. 
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Aleck Bovick sues ex-manager 
for estafa, forcing her 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


SEXY star Aleck Bovick on Tuesday 
filed charges of estafa and abuse be- 
fore the Department of Justice 
against her former talent manager 
and boyfriend, whom she also ac- 
cused of forcing her to join an orgy 
with him. 

In a five-page complaint affidavit, 
Bovick—Maria Theresa Bovick Tam- 
bis in real life—said her former man- 
ager and boyfriend, Glenn de la Cruz, 
alias Coco Simmo, withdrew her 
money from her bank accounts with- 
out her permission. 

She charged De la Cruz with vio- 
lating the Anti-Violence Against 
Women and Their Children Act for 
the abuse she allegedly suffered in 
his hands. 

"He took advantage of the trust 1 
had in him as my manager and for- 
mer boyfriend," she said. 

Bovick said she was left with only a 
total of P109,522.84 in her account at 
China Bank and a Security Bank 
“shadow account” that she did not 
know of. 

She said this was a "small amount" 
since receipts from De la Cruz's tal- 
ent agency Eventhology Inc, 
showed that her account had re- 


‘Poetic, magical, sensitive... 


main symbol." 

“Panaghoy sa Suba” literally means 
“Cry of the River,” and the river that is 
the movie's centerpiece is Loboc, which 


BOVICK. “He took advantage of my 
trust.” 


ceived P543,055.40 of her salary at 
ABS-CBN. 

‘She said that when she checked her 
Security Bank account, she found her 
remaining balance” was only 
P55,522.84. Bovick said her manager 
had made her sign blank papers. 

She said De la Cruz did not give her 


traverses the southem province. 


Meticulous direction 
The CEB described Cesar Mon- 


into ‘orgy’ 
the fees she eamed from a 15-bar tour 
for the Padi's Point chain. She said he 
informed her she would be getting 
P100,000, but she later learned that 
Padi's paid P30,000 for each show. 

“As of now, Ihave not received any- 
thing from what I was supposed to 
earn from Padi's," said Bovick, 

She said De la Cruz had yet to pay 
her for the Tide commercial she did 
оп Oct. 12, 2004 and that he also took 
her Toyota Revo QUF 951). 

She said he abused her physically 
and psychologically. 

"[Blecause of my fear that [De la 
Cruz] would leave me... I was forced 
to have a threesome with (him) and 
Monica Midler,” she said. 

Bovick said De la Cruz also tried to 
force her го have orgies with starlet 
Katherine Luna and Margarita, one of 
the Gl Babies, but these sexy stars re- 
fused. 

"She said De la Cruz also beat her up 
to force her to stop crying when they 
fought. 

“Besides his womanizing,” said 
Bovick, “he also often said that I was 
stupid, that 1 knew nothing except 
acting, that I would not be able to go 
into business because I had no educa- 
tion, and that I was only a GRO and 
my mother was a showgirl.” 


From page A2-1 


tano's direction as “meticulous but 
light-handed.” It turned "a somewhat 
rambling and slow screenplay into a 
poetic, sometimes even magical, cur- 

rent of silent struggle 


Open for advance screenings, theater rentals for production 
launches, concerts, school events and other organizational 
functions. PLUS! Exclusive screenings of blockbuster films. 
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Department 687-7945 t047 633-4446 + 636-2894 locals 14/15 


and survival,” the 
board explained. 
“The sensitive and 
unhurried story- 
telling allows even 
the most quiet details 
to become eloquent 
metaphors—for in- 
stance, the village id- 
iot, clinging like a tar- 
sier to trees, sees the 
peace and comfort of 
the dead that no one 
else sees.” 

Contributing much 
to the film's lyricism, 
the board added, “is 
the generally стор 
and vivid cinematog- 
raphy and the 
smooth and precise 
editing." 

Italso called atten- 
tion to the music, "es- 
pecially the songs 
rendered Бу Ше 
{world-famous} 
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THE WORLD'S DEADLIEST SUPERHERO IS BACK ! 


From MARVEL, the creators of SPIDERMAN 


TRINITY... the final chapter 


scoring becomes a bit 
too eager in some 
scenes.” 

The production de- 
sign, “although not 
entirely flawless, is 
very effective," the 
CEB contended, “The 
costumes and the 
make-up, for in- 
stance, make the ас. 
tors look like very re- 
al people. And the ac- 
tors certainly act like 
very real people." 


Fineactors 

Individual perfor- 
mances definitely 
helped clinch that “A” 
rating as well 

The board said: 
“Montano and Jacky 
Woo rely mostly on 
subtle expressions 
and quiet gestures, 
making their charac- 
ters more complex 
and poignant. Ju- 
liana Palermo also 
delivers a fine perfor- 
mance as the naive 
but sensuous Бе. 
Ronnie Lazaro'sintel- 
ligent grasp of his 
character, a village 
idiot, and раѓа 
Ramirez makes a rel- 
atively minor role 
quite memorable. 

“Вис it is perhaps 
Rebecca Lusterio, as 
ihe innocent and 
brave Bikay who 
leaves the most inedi- 
ble mark, Her perfor- 
mance—like the call 
of the river, like the 
film itself—is silent 
and powerful, full of 
conviction ` and 
charm." 

The CEB conclud- 
ed із assessment 
with a call for “other 
filmmakers [to] also 
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take this less traveled 
path.” 
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MELBOURNE—A film of the classic 
children's book “Charlotte's Web” will 
be shot а Australia next year, officials 
said Wednesday. 


Cat in the Hat” and “I Am Sam,” will 
play the part of Fern, a boy who teams 
up with Charlotte to save Wilbur from 
becoming pork chops. 


‘The original, fully animated film 
was released in 1973. Gary Winick 
(“13 Going on 30") will direct the 
new version. AFP 


Steve Bracks, pre- T 


mier of Victoria state, 
said the Paramount 
Pictures’ adaptation 
will be a mixture of 
animation and live 
action that will be 
filmed in the Mel 
bourne suburb of 
Williamstown and 
Greendale. 

Production is to 
begin late next 
month and the film is 
slated for release in 
2006. “The major in- 
ternational produc- 
tion... is going to be 
the definitive ге 
make,” said Bracks, 

Victoria, which has 
been trying to rival 
neighboring New 
South Wales state as 
ai prime film location, 
also had major. com- 
petition for "Char- 
lotte's Web" from the 
United States, Cana- 
da and New Zealand. 

“Lam very pleased 
this has been secured 
for Victoria and 1 
think its going to be 
great for the film and. 
TV industry" Bracks 
said. 

Ik was the second 
recent coup for the 
local film industry af- 
ter Victoria won in 
the bid for another 
blockbuster томе, 
the Marvel classic 
“Ghost Rider” 

“Charlotte's Web,” 
written by American 
author ЕВ. White 
and set in the 1940s, 
tells the story of a 
friendship between a 
pig, Wilbur, and a spi- 
der, Charlotte, 

The cast for the 
film has not been an- 
nounced but there 
are reports Holly- 
wood child star 
Dakota Fanning, who 
also played in “The 


Cost- 
cutting 
reduces 
dwarves 
to4 


BERLIN—Snow 

White had to make 
do with just four 
dwarves rather than 
the usual seven due 
to cost-cutting at a 
theater in the eastern 
German town of 
Stendal, the Han- 
noversche — Allge- 
meine Zeitung news- 
paper reported. 

The Altmark Sten- 
dal theater said it 
could afford only six 
actors for its Christ- 
mas rendiion of 
"Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarves," 
which led to protests 
fom theater-goers 
fom the nearby 
western city of 
Hanover who want- 
ed to see seven 
dwarves. 

The theater said it 
had attached two 
puppets in dwarf out- 
fits to a background 
wall to give the pro- 
duction six dwarves. 

"The actor playing 
the prince was sup- 
posed to double as 
the seventh dwarf 
but only made one 
brief appearance on 
stage. 

"The seventh 
‘dwarf wasn't on stage 
the whole time be- 
cause he was stuck 
down in the mine 
working overtime,” 
theater spokesperson 
‘Susanne Kreuzer told 
the newspaper 
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GR 


LEARN TO WALK, 
LEARN TO TALK... / 
LEARN TO USE THE 


WHAT I NEED IS A 
MATURATION SABBATICAL. 


га‏ يت 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


[CAN чоо geLieve. 
THIS?! This 15 tHe 
Last Conversation 
we're GoiN6 te HAVE, 
For тне чеде! 


We SHouLp HAVE A | 


PHiLeSoPHiCAL 


pelle, 20057 | ввелктнваисн + 
MARK tHe END OF 
THIS YEAR „ен? 


(©н воч. THIS 
is Going +» веј 
А LoNG DAU. 


OTSO ANS ISANG 
Кате 22 
MA- HIGHWAY 


Коски 
NANON ANG 
BINILHAN KO 


DIVINE COMEDY 
ЖАП), 
ҚАНА ҒА 


BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


KAHIT MGA 
ANAK NI 
BIN LADEN 
сито 
RING MAG- 
CELEBRATE 
NG NEW 
YEAR 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: 


fou love beauty in its many forms. You appreciate tasteful surroundings and elegant de- 


tails. You enjoy literature, music and the arts. Naturally, you are generally well-groomed and gracious. The ide- 
als you value the most are harmony, stability and beauty. Expect major changes this year as significant as those 


in 1996. 


Birthdate of: Ben Kingsley, actor; Anthony Hopkins, actor; Elizabeth Arden, cosmetics entrepreneur. 


ARIES (March 21 to 
April 19): Don't make 
hasty judgments about 


shared property or any- 


‘thing held jointly with someone. 


You havea strong impulse to shoot 
from the hip (nota good idea), 
TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): Quarrels and 
differences of opinions 
with others can spoil 
the serenity of this day. 
It's not worth it. Your peace of 
mind Is far more valuable than. 
scoring a point with someone. 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): Accidents in 
‘the workplace are pos- 


sible . Expect systems 
to crash and glitches to occur with 
electronic equipment. Co-workers 
might be touchy as well 

July 22): Be patient 

with children. They are 

easily upset today (as 
against accidents. Be vigilant when 
watching children. Unpredictable 
events can occur 


© CANCER (June 21 to 
are youl). Guard 


Daly CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
1 Sond othe 


canvas 
5 Alas contents 


9 Windows 


predecessor 
14 Japanese 


goller Aoki 
15 Empowered 


16 Video-game 
pioneer 


company 
17 Sale 


19 Young sheep 


20 Annual greeting 
22 JEK dais 


23 Put down 
24 Periwinkle 


28 Battery brand 
30 Signs of 


healing 


эз Paralin 
34 Nso 


36 Latin lesson 
word 


37 Actress Vima 
38 Annual radion 


By Alan E. Pariah 


Alon‏ 57 بلاسه Seal‏ ده 


44 Dogpaich 
базу 

45 _ Kippur 

46 Brace amount 

47 Fancy cravat 

49 Drop in one's 
wo canis 

53 Top fier 

55" River” 

57 Norse volt 

88 Annual song 

52 Сармат 

65 “Oklahoma” 
character 


7 John Deere 
product 

в ос 

9 Kuala Lumpur 
populace 

10 Quarterback 
Ban 

11 TVA creation 

12 Pool oyobal 

13 Bros sibing 

18 Some 
siockings 

21 апае 

25 Small branch 

26 Зико by Zoro 

27 Way out 

28 Liquid assat 

31 Bl part 

32 Porthos, to 
Anos 

35 Maiden 

37 Расай 

38 “The Tha Man” 


66 Black lea 
67 Mora 
weakness 
68 "The Good 
Earl” role 
69 Singer Rimes 
70 Belgian ver 
71 Salinger 
charactor 


DOWN 

1 Gossipad 

2 What wo wir? 

3 _ tunnel 
Syndrome 

4 C, Everall _ 

5 _ Cara 

6 Monastenos 


pooch 
39 Fuzzy fni 
40 Stravinsky or 
Soto 
41 Dol. mil ир, 
42 Persistent 
compiainer 


Tan 


Thursday's Puzle هم‎ 


47 Perspicacity 
48 Hypnotic siale 
50 Pastoral poems 
51 Stat of he 
workday, ohen 


56 Keyboard hoy 

59 Frontersman 
Crockett 

во Pichar Tint 

61 да мг 

82 US. Army rank 

637 Haw" 

تالا 


SM LEO (July 2310 Aug. 
Sarpa 22): Domestic dis- 
ИУ agreements are likely 
today. Don't get your 
belly ina rash about something 
Appliances and technological 
equipment might break down to- 


day. 
careful when driving ог 


walking. You might al- 


зо want to be careful when speak- 
ing. Frogs and toads will pop out of 
your mouth if you're not careful. 
e Things are unpre- 
dictable. You might win 
money; you might lose money. 
Anything could happen. Watch im- 
pulsive spending as weil! 
a when dealing with oth- 
ers. i's very easy to 
suddenly fly off the handie. But 
anger serves no purpose except to 


make everyone miserable—includ- 
Ing you! Remember this. 
ends today. Your ef- 


forts to deal with the 


government or large institutions 
are frustrating. Your expectations 
are not met. (Just grin and bear it.) 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): Today is an 
accident-prone day. Be 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Keep an eye on 
your finances today. 


‘SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): You will need 
extra patience today 


‘SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): You teel 
restless and at loose 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. Ша Don't be 
surprised И a friend 
seems to attack you to- 
day. Perhaps this per- 
son thinks you have of- 
fended him or her. Either way, tiny 
arguments can erupt quick. 
(Keep your words soft and sweet in 
case you have to eat them later.) 
2 People are grouchy and 
unpredictable. You 


don’t know In which direction to 


jump. 
‘what to do today. You 


feel independent and 


vary much your own person. You 
want to сай your own shots. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): This is a poor 
day io talk to the boss. 


PISCES (Fob. 19 to 
March 20): You don't 
‘want anyone telling you 


MIKROKOSMOS 


OK Ито ЗА TINDAHAN NG 
YOSI МА ITO А /ВАТ - 


IBAng KLAsE ме ASH TRAY РА ВА ITD, 


ANG LAKI МАМАН 
ма ISANG 'To- ASH 


BYJOMIKE TEJIDO 
LALAGYAN NG Ago 


MINYo PAG NAMATAY 
МА KAYo 54 PA&YoYosi. 


BY DANIEL SHELTON 


Dont 


KIKO MACHINE 


MAH! orar мед TALAGA 
SIURO MAGBIGAY Яко NE 


HUMANDA 
KAYONG LAHAT... 
MGA TIPON NEAR-DEATH 

EXPERIENCES SA MGA TAO 


LOVEKNOTS 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


WRCEREACONG TRON NAT 
ru тру ње UBAS AT 
BABY Роркан АТ MAGLAGAY 
NG COINS SA BILANI | 


МЕ EKAKTRG KRAUS ANS 
Аа AA | rene У 
۳ ) 


КАЕР ISASARA NATIN 
ANG MGR BINTANA АТ 
PINTO АТ NANG Hino 


А SUERTEMÓ اس للملا"‎ 


YE = MEANS 


amas norisst 


MONSTER RADIO RX 93.1 WISHES YOU A HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A BLESSED NEW YEAR. 
THANK YOU FOR MAKING 2004 A WINNING YEAR FOR US. 
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TV SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. 


Ating kabalitaan - . ; 
- Cheri Mercad 
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Textus your feedback: 
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Editor Raul О. Marcelo 
Assistant Editor Corrie 5. Narisma 
quirer biz name/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


SMC offers $1.57B for Aussie dairy firm 


CURRENCIES 
PESO-DOLLAR RATE 5 ра 
iP 56.28= G 1 
Ir ©, 

Asc pm. рас 292004 
r3 
SV. 102222 (S 1 
V mnm 
AS pom, Dec. 29.2064 


GOLD: $443.70-444.20 
per ounce Hong Kong Dec 28,2004 


DECEMBER 


December 30, 2004 

Country Unit 
United States Dolar 
Japan Yen 
Unites Kingdom Роша 
Hong Kong Dollar 
Switzerland Franc 
Canada Dollar 
Singapore Dollar 
Australia Dollar, 
Bahrain Dinar" 
Saudi Arabia ва 
Brunel Dolar 
Indonesia Rupiah 
Thailand Baht 
UAE Dirham 
Euro Euro 
Argentina Peso 
Brazii Real 
Denmark Kroner 
India Rupee 
Malaysia Ringgit 
Mexico New Peso 
Now Zealand Dollar 
South rica Rand 
Korea Won 
Taiwan Nt Dollar 


Euro 
Equivalent 
0.734538 
0.007128 
1416188 
0094498 
0.648141 
0603306 
0248204 
0571768 
1.948222 
0195872 
0.447835 
0.000079 
0.018812 
0.200015 
1.000000 
0247508. 
0273073 
0.134398 
0016832 
0193325 
0.085467 
0530198 
0130984 
0000705 
00022907 


Dollar 
Equivalent. 
1.000000 
0909704 
1.928000 
0.128649 
0880378 
0821423 
0811546 
0778392 
2652309 
0256660 
0509582 
0000107 
0025611 
0272301 
1381400 
0336984 
0371761 
0782968 
0022915 
0263193 
0.088127 
0721813 
0.178253 
0000950 
0031225 


Peso 
Equivalent 
56.2670 
05460 
108.4828 
72387 
496488 
462190 
344099 
237978. 
1492375 
150042 
343050 
0.0060 
14411 
153216 
765019 
189611 
209179 
102951 
12894 
148091 
50149 
405143 
100208 
40 


INTEREST RATES 


December 29, 2004- 
MARTI Rates 
Benchmark 
Interest 
Rates 

1 Month 
3Months 

6 Months 

1 Year 
АД 

3 Years 

A Years 
Years 
Туа 

10 Years 

20 Years 

25 Years 


MARTA 
29-De0-04 


81589 
5395 
9.3667 
10.2433 
114258 
118217 
124483 
128554 
18415 
138667 
140143 
144717 


MARTA 
28-0ес-04 


8.2883 
84232 

93679 

102625 
НЕЛИ 
118054 
12.4428 
12.8375 
134339 
188357 
14.0179 
144538 


PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 


зтоск MARKET 
Shares close 0.17% lower 
SHARE prices 
closed 0.17 per- 
cent lower last 
Wednesday as In- 
vestors took prof- 
its on select blue-chips on the 
last trading day of the year, 
dealers said. 

Some last-minute window- | | 
dressing activity limited the الك عيرم 0 و ه رې‎ 
main index’ fall, they added. EE BERE 

The few investors left in the nen 
market continued to ignore the impact of Sunday's earthquake and tidal 
waves, which have left many coastal communities around south and 
southeast Asia devastated. 

The exchange was closed for holidays yesterday and today. Trading 
‘will resume Monday next week, 

The Philippine Stock Exchange composite Index shed 3.15 points to 
1,822.83. moved between 1,814.88 and 1,832.15 points. 

‘Turnover amounted to 1.39 billion shares worth Р908.4 million, 
against 722.1 milion shares worth P772.6 milion on Tuesday. 

‘The broader all-shares index closed up 0.53 points to 1,154.39. 

Gainers beat losers 51 to 35, with 51 stocks unchanged. 

For the full trading year, the main index gained 380.46 paints ог 25.38 
percent, alter finishing 2003 at 1,442.37 points. 

“Investors took profits from recent gains ahead of the long New Year 
weekend,” said Rommel Macapagal of Westlink Global Equities. 

Philippine Long Distance Telephone was the most actively traded 
‘stock, ending P5 down to P1,360 . 

Ayala Land rose 20 centavos to P7.30 , while San Miguel's A and В 
shares were unchanged at P59 and P75, respectively. AFP 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez valuation range of A$6.11 to 
$6.65 per share, excluding the 
value of the franking credits ac- 
companying the interim divi 
dend,” Crawford added. 

San Miguel's offer price will be 
adjusted depending оп the 
amount of the interim dividend 
and any other distributions paid 
toNational Foods shareholders. 

The offer was subject to it win- 
ning more than 50 percent of Na- 
tional Foods, which is about 19 
percent owned by Fonterra. 

The А56 per share bid price i 
cluded а 10 cents a share divi- 
dend, which National Foods in- 
tends to pay in January. 

National Foods has entered i 
to a “deed of undertaking * with 
San Miguel governing certain as- 
pects of the expected deal. 

San Miguel is reportedly plan- 
ning to fund the acquisition from 
mew debt facilities and existing 
cash on hand. The company has re- 
ceived underwritten commitments 
for debt facilites from ABN AMRO 
Bank N.M, Barclays Capital (the in- 
vestment banking division of Bar- 
clays Bank PLC), The Hong Kong 
and Shanghai Banking Corp. Lrd., 
Standard Chartered Bank and 
Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corp. 

San Miguel intends to make 
available the full terms of its offer 
within this month. The offer will 
be made by the company or a 
wholly owned subsidiary. Witha 
report from Reuters 


SAN MIGUEL Corp., South- 
east Asia’s largest food and 
beverage company, yester- 
day announced Из А5178- 
billion ($1.37 billion) bid to 
acquire National Foods Ltd,, 
Australia’s largest publicly 
listed dairy company. 
San Miguel's offer, equivalent 
to AS6 a share of National Foods, 
topped Ше А5.45 a share bid of 
New Zealand dairy giant Fonterra 
Cooperative Group Limited. It 
represented a 28.5 percent pre- 
mium to the Australian firm's 
closing price before Fonterra 
launched its bid in late October. 
National Foods is Australia’s ۹ 4 
biggest milk processor. Its prod- 2 
ucts include milk, yoghurt, THEFOOD and beverage giant under Cojuangco's (inset) leadership, 
gourmet cheese and cream. aggressively pursues regional expansion 
In a disclosure tothe Australian “The proposal reflects San panies," Cojuangco said. 
Stock Exchange yesterday, the Miguel's long-term strategic ambi- “San Miguel welcomes the 
board of National Foods unani- tion of leveraging its core compe- unanimous support of the Board 
mously backed San Miguel's offer tencies to expand its presence in of National Foods for our propos- 
and recommended that stock- non-alcoholic beverages and food al,” he also said. 
holders accept the offer in theab- in selected countries in the Asia Pa- Also in a statement, National 
‘sence of a superior proposal. Ма- cific region,” said Cojuangco. Food chair David Crawford said,” 
tional Foods has rejected the unso- “National Foods is a good strate- San Miguel's offer represents a pre- 
licited offer of Fonterra. gic fit for San Miguel, and their mium of 28.5 percent to the dlos- 
In a statement, San Miguel management is strongly commit- ing share price prior to the Fonter- 
chair and chief executive officer ted to growing the business. We га bid. The proposal is superior to 
Eduardo Cojuangco Jr. said Na- recognize National Foods’ strong Fonterra's offer which your board 
tional Foods, being one of Aus- growth prospects and believe clos- continues to consider grossly un- 
tralia's leading consumer product er links with our existing Aus- dervalues National Foods. 
companies, was a highly attrac- tralian and Asian operations will “The offer of A$6.00 per share 
tive acquisition for San Miguel. ^ create opportunities for both com- is within 2 percent of the board's 


GOCC 04 budget 
deficit seen at PO2B 


By Michelle V. Remo 


INQUIRER MONITOR 


Figures that matter in our nation's life 


Unemployment rate targets 
ments efforts to privatize Napocor’s (2005102010, in percent) 
assets made it possible for the power 
agency to post a better-than-expect- 
ed fiscal standing this ear. 

“There is a big improvement in 
the fiscal standing of the GOCCs, 
mainly because of Napocor's pri- 
vatization. Together with this, the 
improved income of 5515 (social 
security institutions like Social 
Security System) is expected to 
result in a lower public sector 
deficit,” said Amatong in an inter- 
view with the INQUIRER. 

‘The 13 other monitored GOCCs 
include: National Electrification 
Administration, Local Water Utili- 
ties Administration, Metropolitan 
Waterworks and Sewerage Sys- 
tem, Home Guarantee Corp., Na- 
tional Housing Authority, Light 
Rail Transit Authority, Philippine 
National Oil Co., National Irriga- 
tion Administration, National De- 
velopment Co., Philippine Ports 


THE DEPARTMENT of Finance 
said the 14 government-owned 
and controlled corporations 
(GOCCS) it was monitoring were 
projected to post a budget deficit 
that was much lower than Ше 
P125-billion ceiling it set for 2004. 

This raised expectations of а 
better fiscal position for the entire 
public sector this outgoing year. 

According to Finance Under- 
secretary Nieves Osorio, the com- 
bined deficits of the 14 GOCCs 
this year might reach only P92 bil 
lion. She attributed this to the ex- 
pected lower-than-programmed 
deficit of National Power Corp., 
which accounts for the bulk of the 
СОССЕ combined deficit. 

Osorio said that the heavily in- 
debted Napocor, which targeted a 
budget deficit of P114 billion for 
2004, would likely post a budget 
gap of only P80 billion. 

Finance Secretary Juanita Ama- 
tong said the progress of the govem- 


Gov't pushes for ethanol use in gasoline 


By Abigail L. Ho 


Source: edm Tem Philippine Development Pan: 20042010 
DESPITE modest growth n gross domestic product, unemployment remained high 
52001 102003, averaging 11.3 percent uring the penod. Not enough employment 
opportunities were available lor the county s increasing working population. To. 
‘address these problems in the abor market, aside from job creation programs, the 
govemment aims to enhance the competency and productivity of workers ensure 
ва market competitiveness. 


National Railways. Maricar D. Tolosa, PDI Research 


would be used as a gasoline 
blend. 

Industry leader Petron Corp. 
has expressed its commitment to 
blend ethanol with other fuels 
and ensure its availability in the 
mainstream market. 

‘The Philippine Fuel Ethanol Al- 
liance—composed of the Sugar 
Regulatory Administration, Cen- 
ter for Alcohol Research and De- 
velopment Foundation Inc., Sug- 
ar Master Plan Foundation Inc. 
and the Philippine Sugar Millers 


line sold in the domestic market 
should have at least 25 percent 
ethanol content. 

Ethanol is produced when 
crops like sugar cane, cassava, 
corn and other agricultural feed- 
stock are fermented and distilled. 

Aside from being a gasoline 
blend, ethanol can also be used as 
а component of reformulated 
gasoline or as primary fuel with 
gasoline asa blend. 

Under the country's energy in- 
dependence package, ethanol 


Association—was formed in Au- 
gust to help promote ethanol use. 

To further help the country de- 
velop its ethanol potential, the 
government of Thailand, through 
PTT, would be in close coordina- 
tion with the Philippine govern- 
ment in conducting a study to de- 
velop ethanol as a fuel additive. 

Ona wider scope, both govern- 
ments agreed to jointly develop 
harmonized regional fuel stan- 
dards for ethanol-blended gaso- 
line. 


IN A bid to ease the country’s de- 
pendence on imported oil, the 
Department of Energy is set to re- 
quire all oil companies to pro- 
duce and sell gasoline with 
ethanol content. 

Under the DOES updated 
Philippine Energy Plan (PEP), oil 
firms should be producing and 
selling gasoline with at least 10- 
percent blend of ethanol, or ethyl 
alcohol, by 2007. By 2010, gaso- 
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Make money sense too! Postpaid subscribers can now uidi 
their Monthly Service Fee! Say goodbye to the hass 


ғ 


Discuss business 24/7. 


Start the New Year right: Subscribe now to Sun Cellular’s 24/7 Call & Text Unlimited 
and enjoy it for one year guaranteed, without having to renew your subscription monthly. 
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. Special PROJECT 


More FOOd 
forthe Soul 


SOME 55 companies donated a total of PS.5 million to 
the Children's Hour during a benefit lunch, dubbed 
‘More Food for the Soul’, at the NBC Tent, The Fort, on 
‘Dec. 16. Aside from the cash donations, the companies 
pledged an additional P1.6 million for 2005. Children’s 


ness Club executive director and Children's Hour trustee 
Guillermo Luz, The full-course lunch was prepared by 
master chefBilly King 

Children's Hour raises funds by calling on individuals 
and companies to donate an hour's worth of their salary 
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Children’s Hour raises funds 
by calling on individuals and 
companies to donate an 
hour's worth of their salary 
annually. 
The donor companies include Union Bank, Landbank of 
the Philippines, AIG Group, Mirant Foundation, Makati 


Business Club, Nation Broadcasting Corp, Smart 
Telecommunications, Globe Telecom, Jollibee and Ayala 


Hour also announced the beneficiary organizations. 
‘More Food For the Sou!’ was organized by Makati Busi- 


UNIONBANK 

Unionbank, one of Children's Hour’s top supporters, presents its pledge during the 
turnover. From left; Justo Ortiz, chair and CEO of Unionbank and Children's Hour trustee; 
Ambassador Escaler, Mary Goolsby, a consultant of Unionbank; Joseling Arce, first vice 
president of Unionbank; and Ambassador Tan. 


E‏ ري 
MCCANN‏ 
McCann Ericksson (Philippines) Inc, one of the leading advertising agencies and a strong‏ 
supporter of Children's Hour, presents its employees’ and corporate contribution. Shown‏ 
are (from left): Emily Abrera, chair of McCann Ericksson and Children’s Hour trustee;‏ 
Ambassador Escaler; Dolor Jugo, finance manager of McCann Ericksson; and Ambassador‏ 


MIRANT > 

Mirant Foundation Philippines supports Children's Hour and Tuloy Foundation ав 
contributes to the Children’s Hour Endowment Fund and directs a grant to Tuloy 
Foundation, one of the partner organizations of Children’s Hour. Present at the turnover 
are (from left) Ambassador Escaler; Roberto Calingo, executive director of Mirant 
Foundation; and Ambassador Tan, 


annually Since August 2002, it has raised more than P33 
million from 403 companies and 157,000 employees. 


Group of Companies, among others. For details, visit 
www.childrenshourorg.ph or email ask@children- 
shourorg.ph. 


IMI 

The Ayala Group of Companies shows its 
support for Children's Hour. Spearheaded by 
Ayala Corp CEO and Children's Hour Trustee 
Jaime Augusto Zobel де Ayala Il (left), Ayala. 
‘companies Integrated Microelectronics Inc 
(IMI), Globe Telecom and Global Data Hub Inc 
turns over the pledges of their respective 
companies. From left: Jaime Augusto Zobel de 
Ayala ll; Arthur Tan, president of IMI; 
Ambassador Escaler; Reynaldo Huergas, 
managing director of Global Data Hub Inc; 
Ambassador Tan; and lawyer Roland Marquez, 
head of strategic staffing and employee 
relations of Globe Telecom. 


MAGIC4 

Children's Hour thanks its friends who helped make the benefit event possible. With 
Ambassador Tan are (from left): Francis Lumen, president of Nation Broadcasting Corp 
(NBC); Chef Billy King, Chef Patron and CEO of Le Chef; and Guillermo Luz, Макай ` 
Business Club executive director and Children’s Hour trustee. 


AIG 

The American International Group Inc (AIG) Group of Companies presents its pledge at the 
Children's Hour annual benefit lunch. Shown are (from left): Anthony Sotelo, VP-HR for 
AIG; Jose Cuisia Jr president of AIG and member of the board of trustees of Children's 
Hour; Ambassador Bienvenido A. Tan г, chair of Children's Hour Philippines; and 
Ambassador Narcisa Escaler, chair of the resource mobilization committee, 


HSBC 

HSBC president Warner Geoffrey Manning (second from right) presents direct 
contribution to Development Center for Handicapped Foundation Inc - Stepping Stone 
Learning, Resource and Therapy Center, an organization that caters to mentally 
handicapped children from indigent families. Present to accept the grant is Frederico 
Sevilla Jr, vice chair of said organization. Also shown are Ambassador Tan and Corazon 
Alma de Leon, chair of the project selection committee (right). 


_________-_ 
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PLDT to 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS giant 
Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone Co. plans to reduce its debt 
by $540 million next year as part 
of continued efforts to clean up 
its books. 

According to PLDT chair 
Manuel V. Pangilinan, the coun- 
trys biggest telecommunications 
company will settle $370 million 
in debt incurred by its fixed-line 
business, and another $170 mil- 
lion of the wireless units" obliga- 
tions. 

“If we could, we want to con- 
tinue to reduce debts ahead of 
schedule. It is likely that we could 
pay down the fixed line debts 
higher than $370 million. The 
debt level should drop faster than 
anticipated," said Pangilinar 

He said the quick settling of 
debts will allow PLDT to save on 
interest payments and minimize 
currency risks. 

PLDT kicked off an aggressive 
debt restructuring program this 
year, when it cut $350 million 


year. 


PANGILINAN 
from its outstanding obligations. 
The decision brought го $450 
million the total borrowings re- 
tired in 2004. 
PLDT promises a more aggres- 
sive debt payment program next 


Of the PLDT group's outstand- 
ing $2.99 billion debt as of the 
third quarter, $2.2 billion is owed 
by the fixed. 

Wireless subsidiaries Smart 
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Pilipino Telephone Corp., on the 


other hand, have a 


obligation of $718 million. 

"By the end of the year, PLDT's 
fixed line debt balance would be 
about $2 billion, on track to 


achieving our target 


our debt balance to below $1.5 
billion by the end of 2006,” PLOT 


president Napoleon 
said earlier. 


PLDT said it prepaid part of the 


$145-million debt faci 


in September 2002 comprised of 
US dollars and Japanese yen. The 


telecom giant settled 
lion yen and $35 mill 
ago. 


gram to be a prudent 


our risks 
Nazareno. 

During a period of 
е business. 
huge dollar exposure 


“We consider our efforts to ac- 
celerate our debt reduction pro- 


would not only generate interest 
savings but also improve our bal- 
ance sheet profile and mitigate 
exposure” 


change volatility, companies with 


cut debt by $540M in 05 


nc. and incur foreign exchange losses 
when the peso drops in value 
against major currencies. 

This year, the telecom giant 
said it will likely book a P2-billion 
exchange loss out of its total "un- 
hedged” debt. 

The country’s most profitable 
firm with a-record net income of 
P20 billion in the first nine 
months is targeting to end the 
year with 724 billion in profits. 

Pangilinan said the companys 
profit target this year would not be 
affected by the foreign exchange 
loses that may arise from the 
adoption of new international ac- 
counting standards. 

Still in line with its debt reduc- 
tion strategy, Pangilinan said 
PLDT has no plans of incurring 
fresh debt. 

“We want to be able to gener- 
ate sufficient revenue to hasten 
debt payment,” he said. 

This is why he is not concerned 
about any credit rating down- 
grade, saying it should not affect 
PLDTS bottom line and share 


combined 


to reduce 


Nazareno 


ility signed 


7.276 bil- 
lion a week 


move that 


added 


foreign ex- 


like PLDT 


Stock analysts No massive layoff despite 
ignore ruling of Toshiba pullout, DTI says 


Sandiganbayan 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


STOCK market analysts see no drastic changes 
in the strategies and plans of San Miguel Corp. 
despite a Sandiganbayan ruling that affirmed 
government's claim over 27 percent of the 
countrys biggest food and beverage firm. 

‘San Miguel has embarked on an aggressive 
expansion plan, which its chair Eduardo Co- 
juango Jr. hopes will bring it among the top 
10 food and beverage firms in Asia by 2007. 

‘Analysts said they were not surprised by the 
ruling of the Sandiganbayan that effectively for- 
feited the alleged coco levy-funded shares that 
cronies of the late Ferdinand Marcos bought in 
‘San Miguel and United Coconut Planters Bank. 

San Miguel A and B shares closed un- 
changed last Wednesday at P59 and P75 per 
share, respectively. 

Company sources and industry analysts 
added that they believed the recent ruling 
will not disrupt operations of the company, 
nor will any change in ownership foil San 
Miguel's attempt to conquer the Asia Pacific 
food and beverage market. 

Cojuangco holds roughly over 19 percent 
of San Miguel's total issued shares, Kirin 
Brewery 15.6 percent, SM Investments Согр., 
the private holding firm of mall tycoon Henry 
Sy Sr. 6.3 percent, Government Service Insur- 
ance System with 6.6 percent and Social Se- 
curity System at 5.3 percent. 


By Ronne! W. Domingo 


THERE will be no loss of jobs following Toshi- 
ba Corp.'s decision to transfer its PC notebook 
production line from the Philippines to China, 
according to Trade Secretary Cesar М Purisi- 
па. 

Purisima gave the assurance after speaking 
with Toshiba officials, who said the affected 
workers would be reassigned to Toshiba's 
high density drives production unit. 

Purisima said Toshiba plans to increase its 
local production of HDDs by 20 percent to 1.2 
million units per month in the first quarter of 
2005, from a million units a month in the first 
half of 2004, 

The expansion would definitely have an 
impact on the new technology and skills that 
the Filipino engineers and technicians would 
acquire, Purisima said. 

‘Toshiba's move can also influence other 
electronics companies that produce similar 
products to consider the Philippines as their 
base of operations, he added. 

“We are glad Toshiba has considered the 
Philippines as a preferred manufacturing site 
in its realignment program," he said. 

“Toshiba's expansion of its HDD production 
isa vote of confidence on the country's ability 
to produce high-quality products," Purisima 
added. 

He said the market for small-sized HDDs 
has been growing sharply, thanks to the 
emerging needs for their use in devices other 


PARAMOUNT 


than personal computers, such as digital 
home electronics and car electronics. 

Industry data show that Toshiba's local pro- 
duction unit, Toshiba Information Equipment 
Philippines Inc., is one of the top five corpora- 
tions in the Philippines in terms of sales. 

According to the Semiconductor and Elec- 
tronics Industries in the Philippines Inc., the 
world's top three makers of HDDs under 2.5 
inches include Fujitsu, Hitachi Global Storage 
Technology and Toshiba—and their produc- 
tion plants are in the country. 

One of Toshiba's three largest factories is 
located in the Laguna Technopark, where 
some 5,200 workers are employed. 2 

Toshiba decided to stop manufacturing 
notebook computers at its Philippine plant by 
the end of the year, and shift production to its 
main PC factory in Hangzhou, China, to cut 
costs. 

Hit by aggressive pricing by Hewlett- 
Packard Co. and Dell Inc., Toshiba in the last 
business year cut the earnings forecast for its 
PC and PC peripherals division three times, 
and is now restructuring the business. 

Toshiba's Philippine plant, which is located 
in Laguna province and employs about 6,500 
people, makes hard disk drives as well as 
notebook PCs. 

The plant currently manufactures 100,000 
notebook PCs a month, while Toshiba aims to 
double annual РС production at Ше 
Hangzhou plant to 3 million units by the year 
ending in March 2006. 


[JZ LUCERNE | Shangri-La Plaza Mall | Glorietta 4, Ayala Cente 
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Retailers expect cash registers to ring often in 2005 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao world economy. 7 logk on regular income at 80 and see more challenges ahead,” she 
‘With a population of 86 mil- a relatively neutral stance on the adds. 
THE YEAR 2004 was not exactly lion, there is enough room for re- E = 3 есопотуак53. РЈ Masakayan, vice president 
an annus horribilis For the retail tallers to flourish within Philip- 1 а Conducted twice a year in June for retail of Rockwell Land Corp., 
industry, and it has the burgeon- pine borders. 3 په‎ and December, the Masterindex the owner of the Power Plant 
“ing population and Ше unabated “Ме are getting about 1.6 mil- Баз х of Retail was launched in June mall, also had a cautiously opti- 
inflow of money from Filipino lion new shoppers a year because = 2003 by MasterCard as part of its mistic outlook on the retail indus- 
‘workers abroad to thank for it more people are joining the labor Es 8 knowledge leadership in Asia/Pa- try, although the mall performed 
While some sectors of the force and earning their own mon- په‎ ла dus аве. better this year compared to last 
economy almost ground to a halt ey," Claudio says. > 1 It is among MasterCard's Mas- year. 
the past year, the retail industry is He adds that the robust buying E ER К terindex suite of research initia- — "Our market has displayed re- 
estimated to have grown by 5 activityisnotlimitedto theurban | | те: ШҰ tives, providing six-month fore- silience. Of course our тате 
percent, the same pace recorded centers. Much activity is also go- рок а ru СШЩ cass of retail sales growth in 12 does not compare with that of the 
Over the past three years. ing on in the rural sector, thanks 5 ARAS 1 markets: Australia, China, Hong bigger malls, but the spending 
Experts say the industry will tothe improved incomes brought S4 : же Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, power of those that do go here is 
jot cool anytime soon, and can about by gains in the agriculture ы SR ЊЕ Malaysia, New Zealand, Philip- higher,” he says. 
+ even surge if the economy finally sector, the single biggest compo- pines, Singapore, Taiwan and | Masakayan says fashion re- 
kicks into high gear. nent of the Gross Domestic Prod- 1 E: 2 Thailand. mained the best-performing sec- 
Having one of the highest birth uct. ٧ ٩ “Over the next 12 months, we tor, with growth coming in at 
ates in the world indeed has its “There is still disposable in- 0 would likely see more of the same double-digit levels. Coming in 
benefits, according to Roberto 5. come and at the end of the day, 2 activity, 1 believe that there is next is food, which bounced back 
Claudio, vice chair of the Philip. people till need to eat, have shel- АМДЫ] some belt-tightening so the aver- this year from a decline last year. 
‘pine Retailers Association, ter and clothes. That is a natural age basket size is becoming "For next year, we are still bet- 
While the 2.4 percent annual source of growth for the retail in- a smaller. People are buying less ting on fashion. We are doing 
‘Population growth is frowned up- dustry,” Claudio says. : ; SS but with more frequency” Tanto- some “creative leasing" or chang- 
оп by analysts due to the strain He also cited the growing phe- S AN cosays. ing our tenant mix to increase 
‘onthe economy and the country's nomenon of shrinking families, =e, 1 22 sales,” he says. 
Finite resources, it augurs well for which leads to more family dis- Greater competition On the whole, the leading play- 
‘the retail industry posable income. al g il Талгосо adds the retail indus- ers of the retail industry are look- 
‘Add to thatthe unrelenting ex- ` Claudio notes the experience пу would be characterized by ing at inevitable growth next 
odus of Overseas Filipino work- of his firm Toby's, one of the even greater competition, which year, if only from the growth of 
ers, who bring in over $11 billion country’s leading distributors of x will force companies to find their the domestic base. 
in remittances, the bulk of which sports goods and apparel, which xc {Ў  nicheandprotectítatall costs. Butif the economy will turn for 
go into consumption, rather than continues to post solid growth de- 2 “You will really have to distin- the better, then retailers сап ex- 
ihvestments, and the Philippines spite the perceived faltering guish yourself so that the compa- pect those cash registers to add 
gets a vibrant retail industry. economy. ny will stand out and attract cus- up higher sales. 
А cursory look at the country’s "Before, people used to have £ tomers. Competition next year 
halls, with customers leaving just one to two pairs of shoes. But е will make consumers even more 
stores with plastic bags full of now, Filipinos have an average of 3 : 33 demanding," he said. 
Purchases, should be enough about four pairs of shoes,” he E... à Robina Gokongwei-Pe, group 
proof. says. 5 па АРА > general manager of the Robin- 
323 " Rex Drilon П, chief operating TONY : sons Department Store, shares 
Big population officer of Greenhills Shopping , 4 Tantoco's view that the retail in- 
Te makes one question the Center developer Ortigas and 5 dustry will be more challenging 
doomsayers' dire predictions that Co., says his group was very opti- ды = 2 next year, given some pressure 
the Philippine economy will con- mistic about the prospects next 3 i on the Filipinos’ purchasing 
tinue to languish in the cellar. year, estimating thar the industry бааа ممع عه‎ + = ы power. 
Claudio explained that unlike will grow by another 5 percent. THE RAPID population growth benefits retail companies. А5 such, Gokongwei-Pe says 
the other countries in Southeast And that is being conservative. thar the prepaid phone cards will 
Asia, such as Singapore and Hong "Тһе challenge is to grow income from the rural popula- less money is being spent on continue to be the winner next 
Kong, the Philippines has a biglo- faster. Retail has been growing tion. Thatis why the malls are do- food, and more money is invested year, with more Filipinos choos- 
cal population that keeps retail- because the price of copra has ing great. For us, our advantage is inthe purchase of phone cards for ing to put their money in commu- 
ers alive despite problems in the been growing. That means higher value-shopping, enabling us to cellular phones. nication. 
grow at double-digit levels over This leaves little funds leftover She adds that there will also be 
the past three years,” Drilon says. for other parts of the retail indus- good prospects next year for 
He says with the economic sit- try but says there are still great small-sized products or products 
uation such as it is, he expects opportunities for growth. sold in sachets or smaller contain- 
companies that offer value prod- Filipinos themselves are very ers. 
ucts will do well next year, com- optimistic about the growth in “These will not necessarily be 
pared to those that cater to the the retail sector, according to the | cheaper, but they are easier to 
high-end market. latest forecast of MasterCard In- buy because they are smaller,” 
ternational. Gokongwei-Pe says. 
Telco growth MasterCard said in its study on She adds that the Robinsons 
Bienvenido Tantoco Ш, presi- the retail prospects in Asia that group is holding off the comple- 
dent of the Philippine Retailers retail sales are estimated to grow tion of new malls next year, but 
Association, meanwhile, says the by 7 percent in the second half of will put its capital expenditure 
telecommunications industry the year, with total sales expected budget on the improvement and 
was a clear winner in 2004. to reach some P352.3 billion. expansion of existing malls. 
Tantoco says while the retail The country received a superi- Тһе Robinsons group just re- 
industry grew by a significant 6.3 or score of 54.8 in the latest Mas- cently opened its latest mall, ће 
percent this year, a big portion of terindex of Consumer Confi- Robinsons Pioneer, and Gokong- 
that spending was captured by dence compared toitsscoreinthe wei-Pei says the reception has 
the phone companies. preceding period of 34.3. been on target. 
* The latest survey on family ex- ‘The improvement was largely “Generally, we performed bet- RETAILERS 
MALLS will continue to do well in 2005. penditures, for instance, showed attributed to a very positive out- ter this year than last year but we perish 


Never too old for freebies 


By Romulo S. Danao that they serve. This was fol- aters, cinema houses and con- bus fare; forsenior citizens in all commer- gross sales receipts for tax pur- 
and Emmylou С. Patnugot lowed by RA No. 9257 otherwise cert halls, circuses, carnivals and 10. Educational assistance ín cial and government establish- poses and shall be subject to 
SGV& Co. known as the “Expanded Senior other similar places of culture, pursuit of post secondary, ter- ments and where there are по proper documentation. 
Citizens Act of 2003" which leisure and amusement; tiary, post tertiary, as well as vo- express lanes, priority shall still и should be noted that under 
GETTING ahead in years does came into effect last March 21, 4. Exemption from payment cational or technical education begiventothem. the older law, RA No. 7432, the 
not necessarily mean getting left 2004. The threshold age to qual. of individual income taxes: Pro- in both public and private _ Toavailofthe privileges listed cost of the 20 percent discount 
behind in modern-day society. In Ну as a "senior citizen” has been vided that their annual taxable schools through scholarships, above, a senior citizen or elderly from all establishments relative 
fact, it is common in most coun- set at 60 years of age. income does not exceed the grants, financial aid subsidies person must submit proof of to utilization of transportation 
tries around the world to grant The privileges under the Ex- poverty level as determined by and other incentives to qualified his/her entitlement by showing services, hotels and similar lodg- 
special benefits and privileges to panded Senior Citizens Act are the National Economic and De- senior citizens, including sup- any of the following: ing establishments, restaurants 
the elderly who are fondly re- personal in nature and they equal- velopment Authority (Neda) for port for books, learning materi- 1.10 issued by the city ormu- and recreational centers and 
ferred to as “senior citizens.” The ly apply to all senior citizens. They that year. als and uniform allowance: Pro- -nicipal mayor or the barangay purchase of medicines anywhere 
usual benefits granted come in cannot be transferred or endorsed The latest avail- vided, that the senior captain of the place where the se- in the country may be claimed as 
the form of housing assistance, to another member of the family able poverty thresh- TAX=FILES citizen shall meet the nior citizen or the elderly resides; “tax credit" which was construed 
medical assistance, reductions in or used without the actual pres- old annual per capita minimum admission 2 Passport of the elderly рег. as a direct deduction from the 
tuition fees, reduction in trans- ence ofthe senior citizen. from the National Statistical Co- requirement; son or senior citizen concerned; tax due and payable to the gov- 
portation fares, and of course, Under the Expanded Senior ordinating Board (NSCB) is for 11. Continuance of the same and ernment. 
eduction in income taxes. In Citizens Act and its implement- year 2002 in the amount of benefits and privileges given by 3. Other documents that ess Тһе BIR has objected to the 
some Western countries, more ing regulations, the following P11,906. Thus, it is safe to say the Government Service Insur- tablish that the senior citizen or treatment of the discount as a 
privileges are even given as one privileges are available to our se- that ifthe senior citizen's annual ance System (GSIS), Social Se- elderly person is a citizen of the tax credit rather than a mere de- 
gets older. For example, in some nior citizens: income is above P12,000 he curity System (SSS) and PAG- Philippines and is at least 60 duction from gross income. This 
states in the US, 65-year-oldsget 1. Twenty percent discount must already pay income tax; 1816, as the case may be, as аге yearsold. issue was remedied in the newer 
full social security benefits only Кот all hotels and similar lodg- 5. Exemption from training enjoyed by those in actual The establishment gronting law, RA No. 9257, which ex- 
if their income is less than ing establishments; restaurants fees for socio-economic рю service; the listed privileges under (a), pressly provides that specific dis- 
$14,500 annually, but 70-year- and recreation centers; purchas- grams; 12. Regular review of the re- (D, (g) and (h) may claim the counts granted by establish- 
olds get full social security bene- es of medicines to be used bythe 6. Free medical and dental tirement benefits of retirees discounts as а tax deduction ments may be claimed merely as 
fits regardless of the amount of senior citizen, as well as funeral service, diagnostic and laborato- from both the government and based on the net cost of the د‎ tax deduction from the compa- 
‘eamed income. and burial services to bury the ry fees such as but not limited to private sector to ensure their goods sold or services rendered. пуз gross income and not as a 
Following the practice in oth- senior citizen; X-rays, computerized tomogra- continuing responsiveness and However, the cost of the dis- tax credit. 
er countries, the Philippine 2. Lodging establishment in- phy scans and blood tests, in all sustainability, and if possible up- count is allowed as a “deduction Тһе privileges enumerated 
Congress enacted several laws cludes tourist inn, apartel, mo- government facili grade such benefits to be at par from gross income” only for the above only pertain to those di- 
granting certain privileges to our torist hotel, pension house and 7. Twenty percent discounton with those enjoyed by employ- same taxable year that the dis. rectly given to senior citizens but 
elderly. Republic Act (RA) No. such other establishments that medical and dental services and ees still in actual service; count is granted. For example, the Expanded Senior Citizens 
7432 also known as “An Act to are regularly engaged in the ho- diagnostic and laboratory fees, 13. Special discounts in spe- all discounts given in 2004 Act also grants certain benefits 
Maximize the Contribution of tel business but which are not including professional fees of at- cial programs for senior citizens should be allowed as a tax de- to employers of senior citizens, 
Senior Citizens to Nation Build- registered as hotels by reason of tending doctors in all private оп purchase of basic commodi- duction from the companys centers and residential 
ing, Grant Benefits and Special inadequate essential facilities hospitals and medical facilities; ез upon approval ofthe Depart- gross income for 2004, not the _care/group homes for senior citi- 
Privileges and Рог Other Purpos- and services. Also, medicines re- 8. Twenty percent discount in ment of Trade and Industry years before or after, Further the zens for certain activities that 
ез” is the forerunner of a com- fer to both prescription and non- fare for domestic air and sea (DTI) or the Department of Agri- total amount of the claimed tax i 
prehensive program beneficial prescription medicines; travel; culture (DA), whichever is appli- deduction net of the value- this piece of legis 
to senior citizens, their families 3. Twenty percent discounton 9. Twenty percent discount in cable and added tax (VAT), if applicable, full support to the total well-be- 
and the rest of the community admission fees charged by the- public railways, skyways and 14. Provision of express lanes shall be included in a company’s ing of our senior citizens. 


A Simply Amazing’ 


SMART Communications bids farewell to 2004 and looks forward to even more winning 
services for 2005, Let us take a look at the highlights of the past year and celebrate the spirit 


of insight and innovation. 


The Year in Life-Changing Innovations 
and Unforgettable SMART Moments 


‘The same hip, fashionable and active 
downloads are now for the entire barkada. 


With Addict Mobile Prepaid, now you're in. 


SMART Pasaload was so revolutionary an 
Innovation that it won at the GSM Congress 
in France 


Manny Pacquiao stares down 
destiny al Yanig sa Taguig 


Talk 'N Text Phone Рав al the start 
of another exciting PBA Season 


‘Addict Mobile was د‎ 
al this years UAAP Men 
Championships 


au] 


2004 was a year of continuous 
innovation as SMART introduced new 
services and features Ќе the Caller Rin 
and Ring Back Tunes. Pasaload 

low as Р2.00, new download si 
PasaLoad for the post-paid market, the 
SMART Buddy Super SIM 3, the 
PasaLoad tie-up with McDonald's, the 
new Mega SIM of Так “М Text, and | 
Addict Mobile's Skins and Blogs. AN Е 
were directed at specific needs of the | 
market. Each new offering а product of 
SMART'S effort to listen 10 15 cients 
and provide only the best customer 
experience possible. Nol only did 
SMART exend its reach here in the 
‘country it also heard the су of Fiipinos 
overseas. In the second half of the year, 
SMART introduced SMART Padala, the 
world's first cash remittance service via 
text and 1528 SMART. а new SIM 
offered in Hong Kong which gives 
Flipinos based thers preferential 
caling/texting rales to the Philippines 
and roaming-free access to SMART 
services. Now, keeping In touch is even 
more affordable for our kababayans 
abroad. 

Sports have always played an 
important role in the Не of the country. 
So, SMART was there at the beginning 
of the PBA season through the new 
recruits of the Talk “М Text team. I 
‘welcomed the 67" season of UAAP and 
Addict Mobile cheered on аз Ateneo, 
FEU, and La Sale headed to the finals. 
These young athletes demonstrated 
sportsmanship on the court and made 
us al proud. But no athlete made us 
prouder this year than professional 
boxer Manny Pacquiao as he deivered 
the final knockout of the season right 
here on Philippine soll. Through Tak ‘N 
Text the Yanig за Taguig even! was 
organized lo give Filpinos a chance to 
watch their Idol ive giving his best at the 
"ing. 

As 2005 begins, a new begining þ 
dawns for residents of the SMART 
‘Amazing Vilage at the Baseco 
Compound in. Tondo. About two 
hundred homeless families saw thelr 
new homes co-bull with SMART 
employees and Gawad Kalinga, this was 
а blessing alter their old houses were 
razed to the ground In a disastrous fre 
Their story is one of new beginnings and 
new vision, the hope د‎ 
салу ай of us into the new year, 


Robin Padilla inspires OFWs. SMART Padala is the world's first text- 
based remittance service.1528 SMART gave Filipinos in Hong Kong 
roaming-free access lo SMART services and innovations 


SMART made a stellar appearance 
al the FAP Awards 04. 


serving a segment no one else 


This year SMART Kid was born, 
dreamt of recognizing. 


Media darling Jasmine Trias 
made a SMART homecoming 
{o the delight of milions of fans 


more people with innovations 
such as Talk "М Tex! Pariner, 
Talk № Text Padala and Talk 'N 


Talk 'N Text continues to serve [ 
Text Pasaload 


SMART ENTREPRENEURIAL PROGRAM 
(SEP) shows students the big picture in 
entrepreneurship 
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DEADLINES 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Mondays to Sundays 


The Widest Reaching Classifieds тестват ben sig 


A well established regional golf company urgently 
requires candidates for the following positions: 


Product Development Assistant 


Bachelor's degree in any business course. 

Articulate, competent, committed and consistent, Superb skills in 
‘communications, client relations and negotiation 

‘Computer literate and adep! al research and the Intemot 

Experience in developing consumer service products в an asset 
International driving license an advantage 


Graphic Designer/Copywriter 


Bachelor's degree in any fine arts or mass communications course 
Able to conceptualize and design software based and freehand based 
creatives 

Knowledge of usual graphic design software and all office applications. 
is an expected requisite. 

Web design skills are an advantage 

Strong writing skills. Experience as a writer is a strong advantage 
Presentable with good communication and presentation skils. 

Single female по! more than 28 years of age 


EVENTS ASSISTANT (PART-TIME) 


Experience in managing events is a plus but must have experience in 
working at trade shows or golf tournaments 

Pleasant looks and disposition (Must include photo) with good customer 
and client relations 

۸ bachelor's degree in any field is an advantage 

‘Single female not more than 26 years of age 

"This temporary position کا‎ based in the Philippines 

Please quote expected remuneration on a per day and per month basis 


CUSTOMER SERVICE OFFICER 


Must possess excellent telephone etiquette and have а pleasant 
disposition 
Cali centre management experience an important advantage 
‘Committed, hardworking and excellent attitude 

+ Single female пој more than 30 years of age 


Important requirement 

« Candidate must be prepared to be posted in Singapore or any of our 
other regional offices and sign a minimum 1 year contract ol employment 

+ A minimum of 5 years working experience is required 

+ All resumes must include expected gross salary and recently scanned 
photograph 


Qualified candidates can email resumes to hr@oaag.com 
Applications that do not meet the above requirements wil nat be considered. 
Closing date for all applications is по later than 3rd January 2005 


OAAG (S) Pte Ltd 
www.oaag.com. 
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SUPPLY OILFIELD and MARINE PERSONNEL SERVICES, INC. 


Tel. No: 817-8919 Email: recruitment.ope @ sos.com.ph_ Fax No: 840-0580 
LICENSE NUMBER: POEA-301-SB-082704-R 


Our company is in need of the following positions for various driling & production projects of 
POCOMWELL LIMITED in Asia, Middle East & West Africa 


Di а Personnel 
Driller / Asst. Driller — must hold a valid МУСЕ or IADC certificate. At least 3 years offshore experience. 
Crane Operator — must hold a valid crane operator certificate. At least 3 years offshore experience 
Crane Operator — must hold a valid crane operator certificate. With experience in handling Seatrax crane. 
Derrickman - with 2 years experience as derrickman in offshore ой exploration по. 
Floorman / Roughneck - with 2 years experience as roughneck in offshore oll exploration rig 
Pumpman - with 2 years experience as pumpman in offshore ой exploration rig or tanker vessel 
Barge Operator — must hold a valid crane operator certificate with at least 3 years offshore experience. 
Toolpusher - must hold a valid IWCF or IADC certificate with at least 5 years offshore experience as driller or toolpusher. 


Other Drilling Personnel 

Mechanic — with 3 years offshore experience as mechanic. 
Motorman — with 3 years experience as motorman in an offshore oil exploration rig or tanker vessel. 
Welder - must be a certified welder with onshore or offshore experience. 
Boilermaker / Fitter - must be a certified welder with onshore or offshore experience. 

¡ter Foreman / Painter - with experience in technical mechanical blasting & spray painting, paint application. 
Electrician — with at least 5 years offshore experience with perfect understanding of electrical diagram. 
Storekeeper / Material Controller - with 2 years experience as storekeeper on onshore / offshore ой drilling rig. 


Producti rsonnel 
Production Supervisor — with experience in oil & gas plant & knowledge in Hydrocarbon processing. With good leadership skills. 
Production / Process Operator — with experience in oil & gas plant and knowledge in Hydrocarbon processing. 
Mechanical Technician — with experience in oil & gas plant. Offshore experience is preferred. 
Instrument Technician — with 2 years experience on offshore / 5 years onshore ой production platform or refinery. 
Electrical Technician — with 2 years experience on offshore / 5 years onshore oil production platform or refinery. 
Laboratory Technician - with 2 years experience 2s Lab technician In the hydrocarbon processing plant. 
Diver - must hold а valid diver certificate recognized by IMCA (Intemational Marine Contractors Association). With welding knowl- 
edge is an advantage. 
Safety Officer / HSE — with experience as offshore safety officer. With knowledge in administration of PTW system. 


Supervisory Level Personnel 
Electrical Engineer Specialist – 85 Electrical Engineering graduate with experience in Electrical Engineering & design with 
application in oil & gas industry. 
Mechanical Engineer Specialist – 8S Mechanical Engineering graduate with experience in Engineering & Design of Mechanical 
‘Systems with experience in Petrochemical Industry 
Instrumentation Engineer Specialist - BS Electrical Engi 
Design with application in oil & gas industry. 
Civil Engineer — BS Civil / Structural Engineering graduate with experience in engineering. design, construction industry including 
petrochemical heavy construction with a variety of projects plus 1 year minimum field construction experience. 
instrument Drafting Designer - 85 Electrical / instrumentation Engineering graduate with experience In design drafting work 
related to ой & gas industry. With experience in autocad. 
Electrical Drafting Designer - BS Electrical Engineering graduate with experience in design drafting work related lo oll & gas 
industry. With experience in autocad. 
Drafting Designer (Mechanical & Process) - BS Mechanical Engineering graduate experience in design drafting work related to oll 
& gas industry. With experience in autocad. 
Chief Electrician — BS Electrical Engineering graduate. With 5 years experience in offshore / onshore oil exploration projects 
Chief Mechanic - BS Mechanical Engineering graduate. With 5 years experience in offshore / onshore oil exploration projects 
Chief Electronic Engineer — BS Electronics Engineering graduate. Knowledge of all technical calculations required for electronic 
operation of the driling unit and basic computer skills. 


ring graduate with experience in Instrumentation Engineering & 


We may consider personnel in all above positions with minimum 5 years onshore experience. 


Marine Personnel 
Tug Master — Master Mariner or Chief mate licensed with at least 2 years continuous sea going experience. With tugboat experience: 
is an advantage. 
Anchor Handling Master - Master Mariner or Chief mate licensed with 2 years continuous sea going experience. Experience in 
‘Azimuth Stern Drive or with tug / supply vessel is an advantage. 
Dynamic Positioning Operator — with Dynamic Positioning training courses. With valid chief or 2nd mate license, with at least 5 
years marine experience. 
Ballast Control Operator - with stability courses, GMDSS, General Operator license, chief or 2nd mate license, with at least 5 
years marine experience. 
Cargo Supervisor - must be a chief or 2nd mate licensed with VLCC experience. 
Barge Master - Chief mate licensed with minimum 3 years offshore experience. 


= 


Interested parties may apply in person at: 
| 19" Floor, Pearlbank Centre, 146 Valero Street, Salcedo Village, Makati City 
Please bring updated curriculum vitaé with picture & photocopies of documents (ie, Passport, seamans book, license, work & training cerilicates) 
You may also e-mail your application at: recrultment.ope@sos.com.ph 
Please indicate in the subject the position applied for. 


Ц Mag-ingat sa illegal recruiter. No Fees to be collected. For manpower pooling only 


Please visit our website www.sos.com.ph for more job openings. 
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ACCOUNTANT 
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CONCEPCION LIM TINTOC 


Died in the Grace of our Lord 
on December 24, 2004 at the age of 76 
in Los Angeles, California 


She is survived by her loving husband, 
Vicente S. Tintoc; children Eduardo and Judy, 
Evelyn and Ricardo, Esther and Peter, 
Eugene and Nicole; grandchildren Vincent, 
Vernon, Robert, Samantha, Pamela, 
Christopher, Jennifer and Nicholas. 


Her remains lie in state at 
8 | Santuario de San Antonio, Capella dela Virgen, 
lite for my Forbes Park, Makati 
ER beginning December 31, 2004. 
sake will 
find if. 
an 


Matthew 10:39 


Interment will be on Wednesday, January 5, 2005 
at Manila Memorial Park, Sucat after 8:00 A.M. 
Mass at Santuario de San Antonio. 
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Our Dearfy Beloved 
Deogracias Е. “Asias” Escarte, М.В. 


of Somerton, Philadelphia, U.S.A. 


Peacefully joined our Lord on 
December 28, 2004 at the age of 81. 


Devoted husband of Felicitas (nee Hizon) Escarte, 
M.D; Loving father of Maria Aramburo and her husband 
Jose Jr, M.D., and Arlina Hendrickson and her husband 
Orville. Beloved grandfather of Joel, Marjorie, Jody, 
Marcella, Jorel Aramburo, Rosemarie, Renee and great 
grandfather of Manny. Dear brother of LEODEGARIO (t), 
EDGARDO ESCARTE, Purificacion E. de Joya, 
Adelaida E. Ingram, CONSOLACION (1) and LETICIA 
E.PASCUAL, friendsand other relatives request the pious 
readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 
Interment will be on Friday, December 31, 2004 at 
RESURRECTION CEMETERY, after the Funeral Mass, 
11:30 A.M. at St. Christopher Church, Proctor Rd., 


< picture can 

Бе а fitting 

tribute to your 
departed loved one. 


Always carl. 
Inquirer OBITUARIES 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENT! 


9 Copy of Death Certificate; 
Ө Any identification document (LD.) 


ADS 


WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS 
and bank-to-bank payments 


ESR 
"Each man is a friend 
and cach goes away helped.” 


In Toying Memory 
on the Fifth Anniversary of his Death 
(December 31, 1999) 


FELIPE QUE CHUA, МО. 


of Quezon City and Batac, Ilocos Norte 


The family requests his relatives and friends to offer prayers Гог the eternal peace of his soul. 
Mass will be celebrated with family and friends at the Mount Carmel Crypts at 10:00 a.m. 
Other scheduled masses are offered at the following: 
CHRIST THE KING CHURCH .. 
E. Rodriguez Sr. Ave., Quezon City 
HOLY EUCHARIST PARISH MOONWALK CHURCH ... 
Moonwalk Village, Parañaque 
NATIONAL SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH .... 
Kanlaon St., Quezon City 
MARY THE QUEEN PARISH. 
Grant St., Greenhills 
CHRIST THE KING CHURCH .. 
Green Meadows, Quezon City 
SANCTUARIO DESAN ANTONIO 
Forbes Park, Makati City. 
IMMACULATE CONCEPCION PARISH CHURCH... 
Batac, locos Norte. 
STS.PETER AND PAUL METROPOLITAN CATHEDRAL. 
Tuguegarao City, Cagayan Valley 
SAN JACINTO (ERMITA) CHURCH 
Tuguegarao City, Cagayan Valley 
SANISIDRO LABRADOR CATHEDRAL. 
Malaybalay City, Bukidnon 
CHURCH OF THE RESURRECTION... 
Burtonsville, МО. USA 
ST. JOSEPH CHURCH. 
Amherst, OH, USA 
NATIONAL SHRINE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPCION .... 
Washington D.C., USA 
ST. MARY'S OF THE MILLS. 
‘Laurel, MD, USA 
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH... 
Nacogdoches, TX, USA 
ST. MICHAEL'S CATHOLIC CHURCH |... :30 pm. 
Paintsville, KY, USA ‘Gan. 1, 2005) 
ST. AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY 
‘North Brunswick, NJ, USA. 


3 mn] 
ELANO “Sening” SIA | 
Passed away in the Grace of Our Lord ; 
on December 28, 2004 in the US. 
Beloved husband of Connie and devoted father of 
Marvic, Chris, and Glenn. Never to be forgotten, and 


will always be missed by his 7 grandchildren, 3 sisters, 
and 3 brothers. 


Please remember him in love, friendship, and in your 
prayers. 
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CLASSIFIEDS . 


Тарас of по Philppinas. 


For your 
Classified 
Ads 
requirements, 
-call our 
Classifieds 
Advertising 
Hotlines: 


HEAD OFFICE 
897-8808 

loc. 514, 516; 
899-4425; 
897-2535; 
897-8425 
(Telefax) 


CUBAO: 
812-9008 to 11 
(Aurora) 


МАКАТ!: 
892-5578; 
811-4361; 
811-4370 


KALAW : 
528-0213; 
527-3342 


MEGAMALL : 
635-0219; 
635-0220 


PNOC ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION. 


SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 
East Avenue, Dimen, Quezon Ciy 
лы Nos. (632) 920-6401» (632) 920-6446 


Energy Contar, Marat Rosa, Fon Bondad, тор Mavo Manes 
Enigmas MPa Box 2102 та мо دمه‎ 800171320 


PHILIPPINE NATIONAL OIL COMPANY 
PRIVATIZATION OF 
PNOC ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 


The Philippine National Ой Company (PNOC), through the PNOC-EDC 
Privatization Committee (PNOC-EDC PRIVACOM), has approved the 


Е privatization of PNOC Energy Development Corporation, a company 


‘engaged In the exploration, delineation, development, and exploration of 
economically viable geothermal resources. 

PNOC-EDC PRIVACOM is now inviting prospective Financial Advisors to 
advise, guide and assist In the design, planning, preparation and 
Implementation of the progbram for the privatization of PNOC-EDC. 
Prospective financial advisors must meet ай of the following criteria: 

+ Has experience as financial advisor to governments on privatization 
Ine power sector, wih transaction amouning to at least 53500 
milton 
Has track record in working with the Philippine Government (in 
particular DOF and BSP). is government owned and controlled 
corporations ог йв government financial institutions, either as an 
advisor for privatization or arranger bank for financing. 

Has established working relationship with PNOC, PNOC-EDG and 

other subsidiaries of PNOG, either as an advisor (ог privatization or 

arranger bank for financing 

Has experience In lead-managing public equity offerings and 

arranging equity sales, both globally and in Asia 

With representativo office in the Philippines 

Has indicated availablity and commitment to deploy ما‎ the country а 

dedicated team with experienced In power and geothermal energy 
Quallled parties may secure eligiblity forms during regular cffice hours 
from PNOC-EDC Contracts Administration Group- BAC Secretariat со 
ВЕ Salvador гот January 7, 2005 at 1st Floor, وماد‎ 5, PNOC Complex, 
Fort Bonifacio, Taguig, Metro Manila. Deadline for submission of 
accomplished forms lo По samo office shall be on January 14, 2005 (Friday) 
al 12:00 noon. Eligible bidders shali then be пошва by January 21, 2005. 
For further inquiries, please contact the BAC Secretary, Mr. M. В. Rodriguez 
at telephone no. 853-1320 local 5420. 
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WANTED IMMEDIATELY 


FOR EXPANSION IN METRO MANILA, 
SOUTHERN АКО NORTHERN LUZON 


OFFICE TRAINEES: 

Loan Processor, Posting Clerk, and Bookkeopor 

> Malo or Female, Single, nol mora than 30 years oid 

2 Graduate of any Business Course 

= Wing to be assigned in dilereni aroas 

2 Wan Blessing Рогвопану, Hardworng, and 
Tostvony 


FIELD TRAINEES: 

Collector, Credit Investigator, and Marketing Man 

> Malo, not more than 30 years old 

> Atleast Collage level but preferably College 
graduate 

> Know how to divo motorcycle, with Professional 
1 Non-Prelassional Driver's license 

> Wiling to bo assigned in йотоп areas 

> Hardworking, Trusiwonty, and can work 
undor pressure 


MANAGEMENT TRAINEES: 

> Graduate ol Business Course 

> Pralerably with marketing experienco In 
financial institutions 

> Witing to ba assigned In diferent areas 

= Wing to undergo training 

2 Can lead and motivate people 


For qualified applicants, send your resumé to or 
apply in parson at 


Advance Credit Corporation 23rd Е. 
"Tower, The Enlerprse Center, 6766 Ayala Avo. 
сег Paseo de Roxas, Makati City. Look for Ms. Fo 
‘Jose or cali а! Tel nos. (02) 885-389 0 90 ог 
Advance Credit Corp. Bldg. Melencio Ext 


Cor 2915 St, Көрі. Pepo Subd. Cabanat 
Сау. Look for Ms. Marivic Calica or 
пов. (044) 463-5318; 464-2767 10 6 
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ee нье) 


(боа) RAMIL LOPEZ. 


—— ——— 


DE 


CELLULAR 


Everything Important is Under the Sun 
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ARIS—Indian designer 

Janak Datwani, the creative 

force behind the Nitya fash- 
jon house, came to Paris nearly 30 
years ago at the age of 15 to gain 
experience in the industry and 
never left. 

He's among many fashion designers who 
have flocked to the fashion capital from oth- 
er countries as far flung as Venezuela and 
Japan. 

Unrivalled for its beauty charm, ro- 
mance, elegance and passion, Datwani said 
the French capital inspired the "art of gar- 
ment making" that London, Milan and New 
York could not match. 

“Paris is a very inspiring place to be when 
you design. Your outside influences your in- 
side," he said. 

‘And he's not the only one. Other foreign 
fashion designers choose to live in Paris, 
rather than just come to present their collec- 
tions at Paris’ fashion weeks, because it 
places them in the window of world fash- 
ion. 

Designer Oscar Carvallo moved to Paris 
last year after a decade of doing couture in. 
his native Venezuela and has so far present- 
ed three collections here, 

“I think French people are very open to 
foreigners, the French love foreigners, they 
appreciate the art from Africa, from South 
America, from Asia, from everywhere, it's a 
melting pot," he said. 

The 39-year-old said he drew the inspira- 
tion for his designs from Latin America, the 
‘Amazon jungle and native Indians, рго- 
duced the clothes in Italy but presented 
them in Paris. 

Describing the city as the "center of fash- 
ion for the world,” Carvallo said he finally 
decided to base himself in France after 
stints in Milan, Rome and Turkey because 
his clothes went down well here. 

“Pim a bit heavy metal, a bit rock in my 
collection, that could be more London, But 

Тунба: 1 like from the French [is] that they 
have the balance of being an artist and of 
being a designer,” he said 

Young foreign designers starting out 

{ agree. Tatsuki Takino, 24, who was born in 

2 Japan, is president and designer of Tengu 
Karasu, and got into fashion design last year 
after working asa model. 

He said support from the Paris city au- 
thorities through the GEAI program was 
опе reason for putting the fashion house's 
roots down here. Financial help, advice and 
contacts with factories and suppliers greatly 
helped, he said. 


Show window 

But he also stressed that Paris was the 
“show window” for world fashion, and that 
with the Middle East as one of their biggest 

: markets, Paris drew people from that region 
more than Milan. 

Linda Vongdara, also 24, who was born in 

; France though her parents are from Laos, 

said young designers faced "enormous com- 
petition" in Paris, which was one reason she 
chose to specialize in corsetry. 

"We are really drowning under a wave of 
young designers and there are so many of 
them that in the end they are really anony- 
mous,” she said. 

Both Vongdara's and Tengu Karasu's 
clothes are produced in France. 

Meanwhile, long-established designer 
Janak Datwani, whose line Nitya has 80 
points of sales all over the world for its con- 
temporary, Orient-inspired designs, said 
Paris was superior to Asia for design mar- 
keting capabilities 

Paris was also geared up with good facili- 
ties, access and networking, and France had 
greatly opened up to the world economy in 
the last 30 years, he said., 

‘And the 43-year-old said he believed that 
the inspiration from being in the City of 
Lights produced the high quality of crafts- 
manship found in Paris’ haute couture ate- 
liers. 

“I would not even think of moving from 
Paris to London because it does not have the 
same sophistication,” he said. 

Nitya's clothes are designed in Paris by a 
team of eight European designers but the 
manufacturing takes place in India, China, 
Hong Kong and Italy depending on the ype 
of product. 

France is the leading market for Nitya, 
followed by Britain, he said. Вис Belgium, 
Spain, Japan, the Middle East and United 
States are also important markets. AFP 
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| Linda Vongdara,,.. 


| are among many? 
fashion designers 


| ¿who have flocked 


to the fashion 
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SINGLE-BREASTED 
stretch long blazer 
in beige on Astrud 
Crisologo 


5 NEW clothing line tha has an extensive line. 

dresses the needs of differ 4 tees Ена m Preppy. to corporate to 

са vende is ForMe. IPs Saring," Crisólogo said. “It focuses on women 
ent body types is ForMe. IUS убо not only have different body types but. ` 

@brand that tries to enhance wom- different lifestyles as wel.” 
епз assets and hide their flaws. Maike Evers, а commercial model and a 
Ruth Andar, Binibining Pilipinas- _ magazine columnist, also praised the variety 
| rep- "of stylés of ForMe. 

Like a true fashion chameleon, Maike mixê 
es and matches clothes. She said ForMe al: 
lowed Hêr to experiment. 

“ForMe has comfortable clothes with some 

наама 
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“cause they have narrow shoulders and heavy 
bottoms. es 
„Model Joann Bitagcol 
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LONG jacket over 
printed chiffon tunic - 
and boot-cut denims 
an Zorayda Ruth Andam 
ze - 


PONCHO POWER, Green turtleneck 
poncho with ribbed neck and hemline and 
fringe accents worn with denim jeans 


BROWN tailored blazer, purple printed 
spaghetti-strap blouse, chocolate-brown 
braided belt with round buckle, 
chocolate-brown two-way 
clutch/shoulder bag 


To the office 
and beyond 


DOROTHY: Perkins creates fashion that 
functions—clothes that complement a 
busy woman's lifestyle and are suitable 
whatever her schedule demands. 

‘One of the biggest women's fashion 
houses in the United Kingdom, Dorothy 
Perkins has over 570 stores in Great Britain 
and 45 outlets in other countries. 

The label carries the latest styles as well 
as the classics from basic essentials to the 
season's must-haves in various designs, 
colors and sizes. Its rich collection includes 
blouses, knitwear, jackets, coats, denim 
pants and trousers, suits, skirts, dresses, 
chic accessories and innerwear. 

An all-season denim skirt, striped trous- 
er in bootleg designs paired, soft layered 
tops, tweed jackets or blazers and skirts, 
cotton shirts, and pastel cardigans are just 
some of the items designed for wear from 
the office to an evening function. 

In the Philippines, the Dorothy Perkins | 
store has a store at the 2/L of Robinsons 
Galleria in Ortigas, the result of a parmer- 

* ship between Robinsons Specialty Stores 
Inc. (8557), the exclusive franchise holder 
of the brand in the Philippines, and the 
UK's Arcadia Group. 


PURPLE ring halter top, black long- 
sleeved beaded cardigan, mini denim 


skirt, purple glittery scarf 
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WHEN some of the world’s most powerful leaders—US 
President George W. Bush among them—wore ponchos in 
their group shot for the recent Apec conference in Santia- 
go, Chile, itwas a defining moment for this fashion item. 

Ponchos have certainly gone a long way from its begin- 
hings as indigenous Andean clothing, to the 1860s when 
women first began wearing these pieces as a three-quarter 
length cloak with buttons from the neck to hem to its first 
fashion outing in the’70s. 

Today, itis touted as the new black sweater and the new 
pashmina, with stylish sightings on the likes of Jessica 
Simpson, Michelle Branch and Alicia Silverstone. 

With cooler nights ahead, ponchos are also the big fash- 


ion newsat SM. 


“Women got tired of everything being so body-conscious 
and bare,” says David Wolfe, creative director of the Do- 
neger Group, a consulting firm that advises retailers on 
fashion trends. “The poncho hides a multitude of sins." 

Poncho panache comes in V-neck or turtleneck styles, 
ribbed and fringed detailing, crochet tops with batwing 
sleeves—all ina playful melange of colors. 

А great way to wrap up dresses, jeans and miniskirts, 
the poncho collection is available at the Boutique Square 
Department of all SM stores. 
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Singa 


trend-setter 


thing else in life, theres , 
yin and there's yang. Cin- 6 НАНЫ oe layaran 
jersey with ribb 
derella has introduced in the وو‎ 
Philippines the trendy and ду- Баер adhi 
namic brand Yin & Yang, one blue denim pants 
of Singapore’s most promi- 
nent clothing brands. 
A brain child of Crosstitch Apparel 
Pte, Ltd., Yin & Yang was conceived in 
1997. The collection offers a wide 
range of ensembles to fit different per- 
sonalities and moods. A woman can be 
sweet and nice in softly layered and 
fringed pieces or project a more fun and 
funky personality that exudes sexy con- TANK top. 
fidence in Yin & Yang colors that are layered jersey 
bright, rich and definitely eye-catching. with ribbon 
The line also has clothes suitable for a arid pli 
A all kinds of occasion parties, small pup 
POLYESTER get-togethers or big events. long skirt 
georgette mini eS Yin & Yang ensembles are 
pink dress 4 available at any Cinderella 


ЈЕ FASHION, as in every- 
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ORNARINA, long one of 
Europe's top fashion 
brands, is finally com- 
ing to the Philippines. The 
пр Italian clothing and ас- 
cessories firm has chosen 
Gateway, soon to be the 
country's shopping and 
entertainment land- 
“ mark destination, as 
the site to launch its 

Asian invasion. 
Founded in 1947 by Gianfranco 
Fornari as a footwear company, Forna- 
rina made its mark in the "805 with its 
colorful cork wedges and clogs. The com- 
pany is now led by the founder's son, Lino 
Fornari, whose feminine sneaker launched 
in 1996 is still one of the brand's bestsellers. 
Lihà Fornari started diversifying the brand's 
product offering, introducing an apparel col- 
lection in 1998 that last year accounted for 60 

percent of sales. 

In 2003, Fornari 5.РА. reported sales of 
$115 million, o 91 million euros, an 18 per- 
cent growth compared with 2002. 

“Fornarina is about lifestyle: A woman who 
has fun playing, feels and dresses younger than 
she is; mixes glamour, femininity and sports. t 
was only logical to add clothing and accessories 
то our footwear offering," said ornari. Today, 
the brand has become a favorite of several high- 
profile entertainment personalities such as pop 
princess Brimey Spears and budding teen 
movie star Hillary Duff. 


Like no other 

Not surprisingly, the very unique and cut- 
ting edge designs of Fornarina have found 
an ideal home at Gateway—touted as being 
"like no other mall in the world’—one that 
is increasingly garnering recognition for 
its planned shopping facilities and experi- 

ments in design. 
The structure of Gateway will break 
from the age-old tenets of shopping 
center designs with a combination of 
open-air and enclosed areas, mod- 
À emist architecture, and tapestries 
with unique textures and motifs. An 
excellent example is the Gazebo. 
Combining artistic excellence with 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2004 


MARY Kate and Ashley Olsen 


Hollywood’s fave fashion brand 
has found g 3 


FINE dining master Wolfgang Puck at Gateway 


functional value and a touch of whimsy, the 
Faberge Egg-like Gazebo serves as Gateway's 
ceremonial entrance. 

‘Another unique feature of the complex will be 
its450:sq. m. open-air indoor garden, The Oasis. 
‘Surrounded by а sea of foliage, walkways and 
water holes filled with natural light, it will pro- 
vide a welcome break for the weary shopper: 

Gateway will have multiple anchors, compris- 
ing the flagship stores of leading major mer- 
chants, including Rustan's Department Store, the 
countrys premier upmarket destination. Shop- 
pers have a wide range of options, with more 
than a hundred outlets supported by a finely 
tuned selection of smaller boutique shops. 

In addition, shoppers will be able to choose 
from a wide variety of food and beverage out- 


lets, ranging from quick snacks at the Food 
Express to fine dining restaurants at the 
Gourmet Tower. The result is the best defini- 
tive collection of the biggest and the best! 
Other features of Gateway include a Cine- 
plex housing 10 state-of-the-art movie the 
aters, three-level, 600-car covered parking 
and seven levels of cyber offices integrated 
atop ће тай designed to meet the unique re- 
quirements of entrepreneurs engaged in the 
business of information technology. 
Fornarina joins celebrated Spanish cloth- 
ing firm Mango, acclaimed fine dining master 
Wolfgang Puck, fast-food giant Taco Bell and 
other world-class brands yet to be seen in the 
local retailing scene to make Araneta Centers 
Gateway truly like no other mall in the world, 
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BRITNEY Spears 


Behind eyewear 
brand's sleek ads 


چب وزو وسو 


НЕ CONCEPT be- 
hind the i2i bill- 


boards was provid- 
ed by i2i New York, which 
sells affordable and stylish 
eyewear. But the strong, 
sleek and sexy images of 
Piolo Pascual and Jericho 
Rosales were captured by 
Marlon Despues, an art 
photographer. 

Despues studied architecture 
and photography at the University 
of California in Berkeley. 

For the shoot, Studio 546's Eric 
Maningat did the hair and make- 
wp. 

Pre campaign aims to promote 
eyewear as a stylish accessory in 


SETON (P239) today's active lifestyle. 


TOLEDO (P219) SARBETH (P239) 


SO DON’T WORRY ABOUT 


THE PRICE TAG. 


THE GREAT REBATE IS HERE! 


There's never been а better time to shop. To join, register through any of the following ways: 


Use your Visa card as much as уошсап + viit ww اد‎ 
i 637 2768 (M.M) or toll free 1.800 1888 2591 (Outside M.M.) 
from October 24 to January 23, 2005. 3: Tex VISA followed by your name on card,issuing Е bank lest 4 digas of acount 
АРБОО single-ecelpt transaction could number همه‎ of transaction date ol tansaclontine gt кадоо y 
и Hs lip (No space after each comme. Amounts Р1000 and up sho 
make you one of six who will win back be witen wtrout a comma ora peso sgn). Send 102888 for Smart and Gobe. | 


their 2004 Visa purchases ог as much — · Ex VISA MENNIE S0,AIG,1234,1000.25,102404,1808 
as P500,000. Bi-monthiy draws start on November 11, 2004. 


WALANG: SAWANG UNLIMITED PLDT ТО PLDT CALLS MO SA ISANG ARAW, , 
P20 LANG ANG BABAYARAN! FROM DEC. 31, 2004 TO JAN. 1,2005 LANG ‘TO! 


Но па ang simula ng mga pasabog ng PLOT kaya pa-connect ka na! At kung loyal PLDT subscriber kû na, stay tuned ka lang para so mas malalaking crt Abangan! : 


ES lol 


JS 
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bangan! 
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DERMO-COLLAGEN Stretchmark and Wrinkle Repair APIVITA Multivitamins 


Restoring the Christmas stressed-out skin 


HE ENDLESS 

round of Christmas 

shopping, late- 
night parties, food binge- 
ing and dawn Masses 
might have taken its toll 
on our skin, 

Beauty editors compare notes 
оп what creams work best. Тат Awake's Firm Advantage rice 
fully aware that not everyone has cream (P9,000) was 12 years in 
the same skin type as mine so I the making. This luxurious anti- 
will try to address everyone's aging cream also firms up skin 
problems. while maintaining the skin's con- 

8 dition at its optimum level. 
Oily/acne-prone Shu Uemura's Beta С has a 
but dehydrated skin night cream, which has a non- 

Yes, oily skin can Бе dehydrat- greasy formula. | 
ed. How else does one explain the „ Caritas Perfect Skin (P18,000) DERMALOGICA 
morning after an alcohol binge fights sagging skin and smoothes г Power Rich cream 
when one has pimples all over, fine lines even around the eyes. It 
when one's skin is shiny but feels needs no serum and eye cream, 
tight and uncomfortable? justa cleanser and а toner. 

"The best products for such skin „ Remember all the rage about 
are Lancóme's Aqua Fusion Gel 87 a ae 
crème, Chanel Hydramax serum Cream that was discovered to firm ه‎ 
And moisture boost fluid, Восс. Skin and smooth wrinkles? My Be Ае 
tane Lavender face gel, Shiseido contact in Jeunesse Manila (tel Au a рати не 


Shee ii ат by clinical studies that show they 
Pureness mattifying moisturizer, 888062) has presented me with ғ; 3 24 en писање ко 


LOreal’s Hydrafresh ве! moistur- ‘WO cheaper alternatives that Е wrink! 
izer The sa 5 Shop Tea Tree Mat- contain the same active ingredi- and depth of wrinkles. They also 


tifying gel and Clinique Repair- ents, Biopeptide-CL (for collagen improve skin texture, diminishes Е | 
N 


‘SHU UEMURA 8-6 cream 


رو در سو 


Both DC and DP has fast absorb- 
ing non-oily formulas. They are 


Н freckles and brown spots, and ү 
synthesis) and Palmitoyl Tre- злодеи wn spots, E 
trapeptide — (anti-inflammatory vett checks blotchy, uneven-colored хор A FUSIO 


да. 
fade pimple marks faster, make and reverses environmental skin -— ze 

skin feel smooth without being re a ا‎ re Tired, dull skin 

greasy. 5 All skin types can suffer from 


wait for a relative го come home КШ oe as مي‎ 

Sagging, dehydrated from the US. They need no longer SUNDARI Nighttime із and I have fou; 

песента order from the Internet and pay Nourishing Oil Дарин the skin's radiance and 
all the extra charges. One good smoothness. 


Firming creams have gone а thing about Derma Collagen and Murad's Vitalic skineare range 


Senos He ит are we бөшірін they اسوه‎ three. ks acie ingredients 
i exp e Fein в ап سو‎ Pomengranate, which Dr. Murad 
саз Power Rich cream (P8,900 1 B himself discovered; it's the ul 
for five tubes). This was the 4 mate brightening 
dream product of Jane Wurwand lighten and even out skin 
and Dr. Diana Howard, founder boosts your SPFS power by at 
and technology head, respective- : least SO percent more. 
ју, of Dermalogica. They created Step 1 is for cleansing and ton- 
this multitasking cream that ing, Step 2 treats and repairs skin 
firms, hydrates, smoothens, damage, and Step 3 moisturizes 
evens out skin tone, gives the skin д есето and protects with SPF 15. 
а glow, deals with wrinkles and 1 promise you rosy checks as 
exfoliates without acid irritation. 4 р EY] well. I you have the budget, 
It was created in three differ- TO] throw in the Vitalic pills, which 
ent phases and when all three for- do help brighten the skin of th 
mulas were done, they were 21 tirebody 
merged to create this wonder j Others: Apivica Multivitamin 
cream. Phase 1 deals with the 1 5 capsules with Vitamins C, E and 
firmness issue; Phase 2, the re- Р; and face cream with orange, 
newal of skin via non-aggressive 9 acerola and green tea, which ге: 
and irritating exfoliation; and pairs sun damage. Also, Sundari 
Phase 3 is focused on skin regen- Nighttime nourishing oil and 
eration. Protein peptides and vi- : Neem night cream. 
tamins are used to improve skin 


texture and reverse the signs of MURAD Energisin DERMAPRIN Stretchmark and E-mail the author at kinnysalas 
aging. dene ir @yahoo.com 
Pomengranate treatment Wrinkle Cream 


Text lifestyle tips non-stop. 
* Start the New Year right: Subscribe now to Sun Cellular’s 24/7 Call & Text Unlimited 
and enjoy it for one year guaranteed, without having to renew your subscription monthly. 


ed 


€ y 
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PORTUGUESE Ambassador Joao Caetano да: 
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ia, Unifem's Olga 


‘Severino Martel, Ulrike da Silva and Don Jose Martel 


PERSONAS for all seasons. Art connoisseur and top architect Gerry 
Contreras, well-respected couple Mely and Paeng Hechanova, and Б 


top emcee Johnny Litton 


DIPLOMATIC SET. Consul Anne Coleman, 
Mexican Ambassador Enrique Hubbard and 
"his wife, Mariana 


ANNA Sobrepeña, former model and 
governor Emily Lopez and Yrna Ileto 


‘GORGEOUS beauties. Super pals Agnes 
Huibonhoa and Ching Cruz 


CELEBRATOR'S grandchildren. Twinkle 
Feraren, Bea Guingona and Happy Feraren 


ille, Benjie and Dorcie 
“Guingona, with Bart Guingona 


SOL Tan-Gatue 


What a ball! What a bash for resto great! 


S IN the past, one of my must-go-to 
no palanggas, is the annual 
Grand Ball, organized by those worka- 
holic gals of the Friends for Cultural Cone: 
of the Philippines (FCCP). It’s an affair that 
FCCP members and their chi-chi pals look for- 
ward to. The ball seeks to raise funds to sup- 
port the projects of the FCCP 

‘This year the Grand Ball was held at the 
Main Hall of the Makati Shangri-La. The place 
was buzzing with society hotshots and name- 
droppables socializing while 
they sipped champagne. 

The décor, which was con- 
ceptualized and executed by 
Junjun АБјага, no less, was 
silvery, to commemorate FC- 
CPs silver anniversary, 
За тегын бше ME 

rês the excellent dinner 

by Shangri-La's su- AP ache‏ عم 
per talented chef Thomas‏ 
Figovz, the program began‏ 
with the stately rigodon de‏ 
honor, participated in by past FCCP presi-‏ 
dents and the members of the incumbent‏ 
board. The ladies were at the legant-best,‏ 
dressed in eye-catching ternos, while the men‏ 
were dashing in their black-tie get-up. Most of‏ 
them are busy professionals and business-‏ 
men, but what was super-commendable was‏ 
they took time out of their busy schedule to‏ 
come for the twice-a-week rehearsals. ly‏ 
never found out if they did that on their own‏ 
free will or they were dragged by their wives.‏ 

‘Anyway, they also did two other dance 
numbers, "Noon at Ngayon," each a medley of 
rhumba, tango, mambo, cha-cha and samba. 

‘Then there were also two other dance num- 
bers, choreographed by Bujing Danao, who 
said that at times he had felt like shooting 
some of the dancing socialites because of 
sheer exasperation, dahlings. 

FCCP appreciates the efforts made by two. 
of the country’s mega-socialites and philan- 
thropists, Chito Madrigal Collantes, FCCP 
chair emeritus, and Imelda Ongsiako Co- 
juangco, a major donor of the ball. The latter 
looked absolutely glamorous in her white ter- 
по by Pitoy Moreno. Naturellement, her 
gown had white ostrich feathers. 

‘Moi was out of there by 11 p.m. because I 
had to dash to Nuvo, but Nene Leonor told 
me the following day that the dancing went 
оп way past Cinderella's hour, with music by 
Мопоу Lopez. 

The 2004 Ball was a huge success, thanks 
to the tireless efforts of Fortune Ledesma, 
ways and means director, who was superbly 
assisted by Nene Leonor and Carrie 
Bautista. Under the leadership of FCCP presi- 
dent, the ultra-glam Mellie Ablaza, the ball 
was a great event, 


Plaza founder feted 

The super popular Plaza Resto, when not 
cooking up superb dining specials, is catering 
а wedding reception or a company anniver- 
sary. 

But things were a little different during one 
big day a year, palanggas. The Plaza at the 
penthouse of the Philippine Stock Exchange 
East Tower in Ortigas Center threw а fun 
theme bash for no ordinary honoree. 

It was the 82nd birthday of Don Jose 
Reyes, no less the co-founder (with his wife, 


BATTING 


WITHOUT 


AN EYELASH 


MELDY Cojuangco in 
an ultra glam terno 
by Pitoy Moreno 


the late Meldy Albano) and the force behind 
The Plaza, one of the country's most famous 
restaurants. 

А full production, complete with actors 
(family members only, natch!), props, cos- 
tumes, and musical scoring, was put together 
by the Reyes children. 

Joe's eldest daughter, our pal Millie, orga- 
nized the whole event. Renowned stage direc- 
tor Bart Guingona orchestrated the colorful 
program, turning back the clock a few thou- 

sand years and brought ко 
г Ше the days of the Roman 
empire 

‘One scene, for instance, 
presented the violent con- 
frontation between Marc 
Anthony (Raymund 
Reyes) and Octavius (Mi- 
kee Reyes) over the beauti- 
ful and legendary Cleopa- 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen па 
on Kodak Max 


А short video, “The 

Grand Old Man of The 

Plaza,” showed a sentimental trip down mem- 

ory lane, recalling the early years of Joe and 

his late wife Meldy, and their travels around 
the world. 

Après that, as if оп cue, the lights dimmed, 
pulsating Middle Eastern music filled the ball 
room, and before you could bat an eyelash, 
palanggas, a “decoy” belly dancer was slither- 
ing down the aisle, and as the dancer exited, 
the Reyes gals Millie, Marijo and Doreie with 
Joe's granddaughters Karla, Twinkle, Happy 
and Bea, in full belly-dance outfits, came out 
gyrating and bumping, to the utter surprise 
and amusement of the guests, 

Tn the audience were Drs. Greg and Gina 
Pastorfide, socialite Ching Cruz, Thelma 
Gana, Agnes Huibonhoa and Fortune 
Ledesma. 

Joe Reyes has been widely hailed as a lead- 
ing light in the Philippine restaurant industry. 
“The Hotel and Restaurant Association of the 
Philippines only recently honored him as co- 
founder of the country's largest and most 
prestigious trade organization,” Millie told 
moi about her dad. 

Yes, palanggas, to this day, this grand pillar 
of the restaurant industry has continued to 
dazzle people with The Plaza's culinary fare. 

Тоай of you my palanggas, a happy, happy 
new year. May the new year make all your 
wishes come тие. Have a blast! 


MARC Anthony has 
arrived. Celebrator's 


MMDA chair Bayani 
son, Raymund Reyes 


* Fernando 
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WOMEN of substance behind the smashing success of FCCP: Honorary Consul of Monaco, 
Fortune Ledesma, with two of Cosmo Manille's hostesses with the mostest, Honorary Consul 
of Guatemala Mellie Ablaza in a Ben Farrales gown, and Nene Leonor 


CHIT Gohu with future Ambassador Tonet Lagdameo, popular 
‘Southern gent Jose Mari Trenas, and brilliant working heiress, 


Marivic Vasquez in a stunning Patis Tesoro terno 


WILLY and Maureen Soong, Joe and Millie Reyes, 


8 
BEN Guingona, Teofisto Guingona, celebrator Joe Reyes, Henry Sy 
and Tony Meer 


Karla Marina 
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Royal visiter for British school 


‘THE DUKE of York visited again the 
British School Manila when he was in 
Manila recently. Prince Andrew had visit- 
ed the school in 2001 when it was still 
being constructed. Chris Mantz, head of 
school; Glenn Hardy, head of primary 
school: and Stacy Rodriguez, the head 
student, showed the prince around. The 
duke chatted with the primary school 
students before touring the senior 
school accompanied by its head, lan. 
Clayton. 

The Duke of York pre- 
sented the GCSE certifi- 
cates to year 12 stu- 
dents, whose accom- 
plishments would have put the school In 
the top 250 in the United Kingdom. 


PARTY. Today, the corner of Paseo de 
Roxas and Ayala Avenue will be trans- 
formed into а Carnival of Lights as the 
venue of the New Year's Eve countdown 
party hosted by Makati Mayor Jejomar 
Binay. Starting at 5 p.m., the party will 
feature rock and pop bands. 


REUNION. Mapua High School batch 
1982 will have a reunion on Jan. 2, 
2005 starting 4 p.m. at MIT High School 
building on Doroteo Jose Street, Sta. 
Cruz, Manila. There will be a dinner but- 
fet and raffle. Call 0917-5208313/ 
8172653. 


SEMINAR. Corban Tutorial Center will 
hold Easy English seminars on Jan. 8, 9, 
15 and 16, 2-5 p.m. The seminars wil 


GoiNGS ON 


tackle conversation, grammar and writ- 
ing. Call 8426665/ 8093050. Corban 
located at the G/F MB Aguirre Bldg., 
President's Ave. сог. Elizalde SL, BF 
Parafiaque. 


COURSE. The Philippine Italian Associa- 

tion holds a 40-hour Italian language 

course beginning Jan. 11. 2005, 2-4 

p.m. Venue is at PIA secretariat, 2/F Zeta 

Bidg.. Salcedo St., Legaspi Village, 

Makati. Call 8151310. Enrollment is on- 
going. 


REUNION. The Centro Es- 

colar University Alumni 
Foundation Inc. is holding Good Old 
CEU: A Centennial Celebration Count- 
down on Jan, 29, 2005, 2 p.m., at CEU, 
Mendiola St., Manila. Call 7356861 to 
7t 


CONTEST. Miriam College Center for Ap- 
plied Music launches the 2005 Competi- 
tion for Young Artists. Application forms 
are available from the Music Center оп 
Katipunan Road, Loyola Heights, Quezon 
City. Call 4261822. Deadiine for submis- 
sion of entries is Jan. 31, 2005. 


EXPO. The 12th TravelTour Expo will be 
held Feb. 4, Sand 6, 2005 at Megatrade 
Halls 1, 2 and 3 of SM Megamall Call 
5520026 to 29. 


SEMINAR. Top local and foreign photog- 
raphers will be lecturers in Ihe seminars 
to be held Feb. 4-7 at the Asian Institute 


of Management. бай 8435341/ 8137420. 
SKED CHANGE. The Tagaytay Film, 
Broadcast and Greative Workshops has 
‘moved 15 workshops for the October 
sembreak to May 2005. Call 9251915. 


DISCOUNTS.Handyman Do It Best Home 
Center and Handyman Do 1 Center offer 
great discounts on Christmas buys and 
have a raffle promo until Dec. 31. Enjoy 
up to 50-percent discount on selected 
items and get a chance to win a Toyota 
Vos. 

The doit-yoursal (DIY) stores have 
items for car owners, home managers, 
hobbyists and everyone еве. Customers 
can аай of an exclusive Handyman gift 
bag fora minimum purchase of 0 
They can also get а гае coupon for ev- 
ery P300 purchase (inclusive of P200 
worth of any Philips Lighting product, 
Pylox Paints, Lakbayan Bag, Fed Seal, 
‘Aquabloc, Baron Айг) Antenna and 
Mess Out car shampoo) for a chance to 
win a brand new Toyota Vios. By using 
their Robinsons Card they get twice the 
‘number of coupons and double their 
chances of winning, 

Raffle draw is Jan. 14. Visit www handy- 
man.com.ph. 

Check out more Christmas items at 
“Christmas Gifts Galore” at Handyman 
Do it Centers in Robinsons Place No- 
valiches and Robinsons Place Pioneer, 
and all Handyman Do It Best Home Cen- 
ters in ай Robinsons Malls, ай Walter- 
mart Malls and selected malls nation- 
wide. 


SINGAPORE 
Airlines organized 
an early Christmas 
treat for Из Bantay 
Edukasyon scholars, 
Photo shows, from 
left, Jocelyn Tupino, 
Bianca de Mesa and 
Clarissa Morelos 
giving Christmas 
baskets to the 
families of scholars. 


ARCHITECT George Ramos, Paola de Mich: 
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former First Lady Imelda Marcos, 


gemologist-jeweler Vanafi owner Vanessa Figueroa, Jewelry designer and owner 
Davide Staurino, Maurita Arce and Gilda Figueroa 


Fine jewelry line . 


JEWELRY designer and owner 
Davide Staurino recently flew 
in from Italy to grace the 
launching of Staurino Fratelli at 
the Peninsula Manila, where 
Vanafi, a store for fine jewelry 
that carries the line, has opened 
its fourth branch. 

Models showcased pieces from the Na- 
ture, Mikado and Spaghetti collections. 
They also wore oversized XL watches 
from Staurino's new watch line. 

Guest of honor was former First Lady 
Imelda Marcos. 

Staurino and Vanessa Figueroa, the 
young gemologist-owner of Vanafi pre- 
sented her with a butterfly brooch from 
the Staurino Nature collection, The 
brooch featured pave diamonds and col- 
ored gems. 

Other guests were the Ambassadors 
and First Secretaries from Belgium, Italy 
and US; and top executives from compa- 


nies like Toyota Philippines, Diamond’ 


Mitsubishi Motors, Avis Corp., DHL, Sart: 


‚Miguel Corp. Cebu Pacific Airways; 


Robinson's Corp. Jollibee Foods and 
Bench. E 


Gift certificates from Vanafi, Peninsula * 


and Leonidas Chocolates were raffled off, 
as were three luxurious pieces from Stau- 
vino Fratelli. 

Giorgio Armani Night and Day Per- 
fumes were awarded to the Armani Lady 
and Gentlemen of the evening: Lance Fe- 
liciano, son of DHL owner Rod Feliciano, 
and presidential daughter-in-law Angela 
Montenegro Arroyo. 

All guests walked away with gift bags 
filled with Lancóme cosmetics, Leonidas 
Belgian chocolate and Vanafi-Staurino 
notepads. 

Vanafi's branches are located at Glori- 
etta 1, NAIA, Greenhills and the Peninsu-, 
la. Aside from the one-of-a-kind Staurino: 
Fratelli line, Уапай also carries other fine; 
jewelry brands. : 


Thank you, dear readers and advertisers, for making the past 19 years a blast. Here's to another year of bringing you news that makes a 
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By Emmie G. Velarde 


;POCHOLO MALILLIN would rather have a 
‘studio 54 in his hands. 

` “I want people to surrender to the music 
as soon as they step in, while they make 
their way to their favorite spots inside, wait 
for their drinks ... and basically whenever 
they feel like іс” he says. 

He wants to witness them pull out the 
stops for a night of sheer fun, the way he 
“and partner Chris Nicolas have given it 
“pretty much all they've got to make sure 
‘heer fun—plus music, dancing, out-of-the- 

usual shows, laughter—and 
nothing less, is what clients 

‘would find at their place. 

SHow The place is Club 
TIME Mwah! in Mandaluyong 
City. There's no way the 
rather sedate facade of 

he Venue Tower (652 
Boni Avenue) could give any hint that such 
a scene unfolds, like an apparition while 
much of the neighborhood slumbers, six 
nights a week. 

With Mwaht’s fully computerized light 
and sound equipment, а multi-level stage 
that flows into а bliriking psychedelic dance 
floor, crystal chandeliers and furnishings 
(throw in restrooms with glass sinks) that 
spell serious money, Chris and Pocholo 
need not dream up a classy club. They have 
one. 

Except that clients have yet to reach a 
surrender-to-the-music state. Mostly, they 
come for the shows—which is not a lame 
idea in itself, not at all. 

Chris, the creative half of the audacious 
duo, has put together two short but spectac- 
ular full-costume gay revues, which make 
Mwah!, in the meantime, closer to a down- 
scaled Las Vegas show hall than to the New 
York disco hotspot of the late "705. 

“Bedazzled” and “Japan” recall Tropi- 
cana's Les Folies Bergere, even with less 
than half the body count. “Folies de Mwah!” 
Pocholo calls his group, with much affec- 
tion and pride. The dozen or so perform- 
ers—girls, guys, and gays together—are 
lavishly outfitted. 

More important, they impeccably trained 
for every single number, be it the requisite 
lip-synching or a take on a Broadway hit. 
Chris stars in the major skits as Vodka. 

The shows are viewed from the dance 
floor level, or from a gallery a few carpeted 
steps up, at the bar and lounge area, Here, 
details of the stage design are best appre« 
ated-double curtains, hydraulic-lift center 
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HOT PINK welcome number during Japanese Party Night 
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six nights a 
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DOUBLE EXPOSURE. Glass dance floor reflects lavishly outfitted Folies de Mwah in this Oriental fan dance. 


platform, and playful pillars in the form of 
massive gold-painted arms holding up the 
ceiling with graceful hands. 

“Just like in Caesars Palace—and those 
fingers are manicured, by the way,” Pocholo 
notes with flourish. 

Show time is always a high-energy point 
sustained for approximately 40 minutes. 
“Bedazzled,” which goes on Fridays and 
Saturdays, is a series of showstoppers that 
climaxes with the group's stunning rendi- 
tion of “Cell Block Tango," from "Chicago." 

On this page are scénes from "Japan," 
which is staged Mondays thru Thursdays. 

Chris as Mwah! president and creative di- 


TRUE PROS. Les girls do thelr own makeup. 


rector, and Pocholo as vice president and 
general manager tend to boast of different 
aspects of the club. 

Chris would point to the well-appointed 
dressing rooms and eight rehearsal studios 
within the building (which they own) 

“I never even stopped to consider the re- 
turn of investment when 1 planned the 
shows,” Chris says. 

Pocholo calls attention го the well- 
stocked bar, designer seats, and his favorite 
nook, the VIP Lounge. 

"Celebrity guests like it here,” Pocholo says of 
the chic lounge with zebrastripe couches, а 
faux waterfall, and a karaoke system that can 


play 100,000 songs, including a complete Sina- 
tra repertoire "for those in my age group.” He 
winks. “Although 1 can also do Madonna and 
Brimey Б 

‘The cover charge of P500 could be a little, 
steep for clubbers who may need some con- 
vincing to get out of their Malate or Makati 
comfort zones, but the partners are willing 
to wait it out, "rather than sacrifice com- 
fort, luxury, quality of service, and enter: 
tainment.” 

And so Chris and Pocholo and their Folies: 
де Mwah! carry on, unwavering in enthusi- 
asm, determined to concoct and serve и 
fun as they know it. 
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Royalty, rich run for their lives 


HONG KONG—Rich and poor alike 
were swept up by Asia's killer tsuna- 
mi, with а supermodel, multimi 
lionare football players, royalty and 
movie stars among those running for 
theirlives. 

Czech supermodel Petra Nemcova 
clung to د‎ palm tree for eight hours in 
the devastated Thai resort of Khao 
Lak after being hit by a wall of water 
in Sunday's deadly tidal waves, her 
publicist in New York said. 

Her British boyfriend, fashion pho- 
tographer Simon Atlee, is missing. 

“People were screaming and kids 
were screaming all over the place, 
screaming ‘help, help.’ And after а 
few minutes you didn't hear the kids 
any more,” Nemcova told The New 
York Daily News from her hospital 
bed in Thailand. 

“There were so many people with 
horrible injuries, with blood every- 
where. It was like a war movie,” she 
said. 

The 25-year-old, who has graced 
the front cover of Sports Illustrated's 
special swimsuit issue and also mod- 
eled Victoria's Secret lingerie line, 
suffered a broken pelvis and internal 
injuries. 

There was no lucky escape for Bhu- 
mi Jensen, the 21-year-old grandson 
of Thai King Bhumibol Adulyadej 
who was killed at the same popular 
resort area when the waves struck. 

Bhumi is the son of Princess Ubol- 


270 films 


LOS ANGELES—Nearly 270 feature 
films have joined the battle for the 
2005 best picture Oscar, organizers 
revealed Tuesday, but only five will 
win coveted nominations. 

The 5,800 Academy Award voters 
are faced with a dizzying choice of 
267 movies as they begin considering 
their list of contenders for nomi 
tions for cinema's ultimate prize. 

"Nomination ballots and a com- 
plete list ofthe 267 eligible films were 
mailed this week to members of the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences,” the Academy said. 
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DIRECTOR Attenborough 


ratana and her estranged American 
husband Peter Jensen. He was holi- 
daying with his mother at the time 
but she was safe. 

British actor and Вт director 
Richard Attenborough was also in 
mourning after the death of his 
granddaughter in the Thai catastro- 
phe. 

Lucy was among a family group; 
staying on Phuket island, said Diana 
Hawkins, a colleague and friend of 
the Attenborough family. Attenbor- 
ough's eldest daughter Jane is miss- 
ing, as is her mother-in-law, Jane Hol- 
land. 

“Lord (Richard) Attenborough and 
his wife, Sheila, have lost three mem- 
bers of their immediate family in the 
tidal wave disaster that hit the beach- 
es of Thailand on Boxing Day morn- 
ing," said a statement from Hawkins. 

‘Vacationing action star Jet Li and 
his family evacuated to Doha, 
Qatar, after their hotel in the Mal- 
dives was swamped by tidal waves, 
the Apple Daily reported Wednes- 
day, quoting a friend who was with 
Li. 

The actor, who starred in Holly- 
wood flicks including "Lethal Weapon 
4" and "Romeo Must Die," injured his 
foot by knocking it against a piece of 
floating furniture as he protected his 
4-year-old daughter when their room 
started to flood, the Singtao Daily re- 
ported. ‘AFR AP 


vie for 5 Oscar slots 


Voters now have less than three 
weeks to sift through the mountain of 
films before returning their complet- 
ed ballots no later than Jan. 15. 

Nominations for the 77th annual 
Academy Awards will be unveiled be- 
fore dawn on Jan. 25, launching the 
final frenzied phase of Hollywood's 
awards season. 

Only five films will win nomina- 
tions for best picture, forcing studios 
to do desperate battle to win Oscar 
voters’ attention with a blitz of TV, ra- 
dio and trade paper advertisements 
in Los Angeles and New York. 


Oscar pundits say that Martin 
Scorsese's Howard Hughes biopic 
“The Aviator,” Clint Eastwood's box- 
ing flick “Million Dollar Baby” and 
Alexander Payne's road movie “Side- 
ways” appear to be shoo-ins for best 
picture nods. 

Also packing serious heat, accord- 
ing to the pundits, are “Finding Nev- 
erland,” the story of "Peter Pan” au- 
thor JM. Barrie, starring Johnny 
Depp; “Kinsey,” starring Liam Neeson 
as the famed sexologist; and “Closer,” 
starring Jude Law and Julia Roberts 
in the story of a love quadrangle, AFP 
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NEW YORK—Actress 
and singer Liza Min- 
nelli was taken to a 
hospital after falling 
our ofbed and hitting 
her head in the early 
hours of Monday 
morning, People 
Magazine reported, 

“She was sleeping 
and she rolled out of 
bed,” People quoted 
a police source as 
saying in an article 

is website 

'She hit her head,” 
the source was quot- 
ed as saying. "Her 
bodyguard got ner- 
vous and he called 
911. He said he 
couldn't get her up. 
She wasn't bleeding. 
She was оп the 
floor" 

The report said 
Minnelli, 58, was tak- 
en to New York Hos- 
pital. 

People Magazine 
said an Emergency 
Medical Services 
spokesman had con- 
firmed they received 
а medical call about 
ап unconscious fe- 
male from Minnelli 
address around 4 
am. 

Last month, Min- 
nellis former body- 
guard and chauffeur 
accused her of bar- 
tery and assault and 
brought а suit 
against her, seeking 
more than $100 mil- 
lion in damages. 

Minnelli has filed a 
counter-suit. 

Minnellis es 
ranged husband, 
David Gest, is alsosu- 
ing her for $10 mil- 
lion. 

He claims the 
singer beat him dur- 
ing drunken rages. 

Minnelli has de. 
nied this and 
counter-sued, claim- 
ing back that he 
cheated her out of 
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LONDON—Broadway хаг 
Nathan Lane has ended his part 
in the London run of Mel Brooks’ 
hit musical “The Producers” after 
a back injury forced him to miss 
several performances. 

Lane won a thunderous ova- 
tion early last month when he 
stepped in at the last moment to 
replace Hollywood veteran 
Richard Dreyfuss in the London 
premiere, 

"He's been pulled out by his 
doctor, hes got two slipped 
discs in his back," Claire Storey 
ofthe Drury Lane Theatre's tele- 
phone box office told Reuters on 


back to the show.” 

London theatergoers had 
clamored for the chance to see 
Lane, who created the role and 
made it his own in New York, 
where the show-won 12 Tony 
awards. 

Tickets until the scheduled 
Jan. 8 end of his London run had 
sold out long ago. 

Dreyfuss, star of “Jaws” and 
“Close Encounters of the Third 
Kind,” had also been forced out 
by injury, leaving writer Mel 
Brooks to plead with Lane to 
reprise his role. 

"The show will continue with a 
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Зап. 1 бі ТРМ, 430 РМ. 8 PM 
Зап. 2 Sun 2PM, 6PM 
Зап. 3 Mon 6PM ~ 


NEW FIESTA CARNIV/ 
OPEN DAILY 
Mon-Fri: 2 PM to 10 PM 
Sat-Sun 8 Hol.: 10 AM to 11 РМ 


Tuesday. “He won't be going replacementactor Reuters 
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Rockwell Center, Mala 
لا‎ 


sigaw SPIRIT OF THEGLASS 


1250310530701000 


940. 


ENTENG KABISOTE 
бр 
1230300530800,030 


2613 
12502105307501010 


AISHITEIMASU 1941 
Pais 


SOHAPPY TOGETHER 
Pata 


с 
1203355508051020 | 1240300520740,040 Wa Seen 


5 PANAGHOY SA SUBA 
1010 1230 250 510 730 950 


6 SPIRIT OF THE GLASS 
1010 12:15 215 420 625 825 1000 


7 МАМО РО 3 


1010 1230 250 510 7: 


MATINEE SCREENINGS BEFORE 5:00 RM. - P30.00 - МОИ: - FRI. 


strmall 


Та No. 72861.50 


poets зет — 


та, No. 8504285 


Entoni 
1 Kabisóto 


Spirit of 

2 the Glass 

з Баларһеу 
Ы: 

45252 

5 Lastikman | 


ти No 8735094 


1 Sigaw 


2 Aishite 
Masu 


үтү үтү 


3Lastikman 5 50... „HAPPY TOGETHER 


1035 100 325 550 815 1030 


6 LASTIKMAN 
1040 1240 310 540 810 1030 


7 AISHITE IMASU 
1035 100 325 550 815 1035 


8 SIGA\ 


w 
1000 1205 216 425 635 845 1030 


4 Sigaw Fortickets, 


Panagho; 
5 a Suba” 


3 SPIRIT OF THE GLASS 


1035 100 325 550 815 1030 


4 PANAGHOY SA SUBA 
1120 200 440 720 1000 


NOVALICHES ` 


1 SIGAW 

1110 130 350 610 830 
2MANO PO 3 

11:10 130 350 610 830 
3 LASTIKMAN 

1015 1245 345 545 825 


4 50... НАРРУ TOGETHER 


1:10 130 350 610 830 


MANO РОЗ 


11:10,1:30, 3:50, 
10, £30, 10:50 
72 


5 PANAGHOY SA SUBA 


1100 140 400 640 855 


6 SPIRIT OF THE GLASS 
1040 105 330 555 825 


7 ENTENG KABISOTE 


1015 1240 315 550 825 


8 AISHITE IMASU 


1150 210 430 650 900 


EASTWOOD 7. 


SPIRIT OF THE GLASS 
1225, 255, БИ, 
7:46. 10:20 


ENTENG KABISOTE 


12:30, 3:10, 5:50, 
B30, 1:10 


Eastwood City Walk 2, Eastwood City 
Е Rodriguez بد‎ Ave. (C-5} Quezon City 


687-6963 
GUARANTEED SEATS 


а Festival Weck : 


DECEMBER 25 to JANUARY 4 


= Ф boNTMISS THE ANNUAL EVENT 
.. INLOCAL FILM INDUSTRY 
THIS DECEMBER 


QUEZON CITY 


а landmark алдалт 
ФУ вю 


mm 
ومو می مي‎ 


TICKET PRICES & SCREENING TIME SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. I 
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3 SIGAW 
215 430 645 900 
4 MANO РО 3 


135 400 625 850 


1 SPIRIT OF THE GLASS 


215 430 645 900 


2 SO...HAPPY TOGETHER 

1100 مود‎ 390 500 740 900 
Citisquare MALABON 
1 PANAGHOY SA SUBA 

тозо 190 330 600 830 
2 SPIRIT OF THE GLASS 

1130 145 420 615 830 


CAINTA 
1 MANO РО 3 


11:10 130 350 610 830 


2 SIGAW 
1110 130 350 610 830 


-SPIRIT OF 
One GLASS 


3 ENTENG KABISOTE 
1015 1250 425 600 830 


4 LASTIKMAN 


1050 745 340 605 830 


ENTENG 
Ў KABISOTE 


[1] HAPPY TOGETHER 
۶6-13 СІМЕМА 8 | 
CINEMAS изү 
CINEMA-TO our nur 
CINEMA Tenes 


X 04 
MetroManila 
‘infest 


in Cinemas 1 to 4 est 
December 26, 2004 to January 7, 2005 


3 LASTIKMAN 
1035 1:10 340 610 840 


4 ENTENG KABISOTE 


1035 110 340 610 840 


СЕМА ТА 
CINEMA-15 


In celebration of the Filipino Filmmaker's Creativity Em 


Special Promo Price 


P120 


—— 


Perfect Gift. 1 
- alYear Round 


А Pre Paid Movie Pass | 
to the Hottest Seats in town. 1 


Ge Spock discounts Ќе volume purchases! 


(РАНАМАОУЕ) = 
CIEMAT 
CINEMA 


for madang and awet 3 
СНЕМА 


‘Ramen ли ل ست‎ PAS TOT Mardi 


б Shangri-La Plaza 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2004 


Jackie Chan, Chow Yun-fat lead Hong Kong celebrity donors 


HONG 


Asia. 


Kung fu king Chan pitched 


TOS ANGELES—It'sa golden, midsummer af- 
ternoon outside, but Andrew Lloyd Webber is 
standing inside a cool, dim chamber—trying 
to coax "The Phantom of the Opera” out of the 
shadows. 

On one wall, a towering screen shows a 
costumed choir belting out “Masquerade” 
while Lloyd Webber and film director Joel 
Schumacher stand at a sound board full of 
glowing dials and levers that runs the length 
‚öfthree buffet tables. 

Lloyd Webber is listening, Schumacher is 
watching. 

At the end of the sequence, the music turns 
grim, the camera slides askew and the mon- 
ster steps forward—but Schumacher yells 
"Stop!" b 

The frame freezes, then the screen goes 
white. "You can't see the phantom yet," Schi 
macher teases a visitor, “or you'll have to die." 

‘The ghostly hero is finally ready for his 
close-up. This week, the musical "The Phan- 
tom of the Opera” finally ended its 18-year 
Journey to the screen. 


Wanted to, couldn't 

Lloyd Webber, the iconic composer behind 
“Cats,” “Jesus Christ Superstar" and “Evita,” 
says he has wanted ко makea film of the goth- 
ic romance since his show debuted in London 
in 1986. But a number of obstacles—includ- 
ing his 1990 divorce from muse and "Phan- 
tom" stage star Sarah Brigh стап, Holly- 
wood's disinterest in musicals and a world- 
wide collective of aggressive stage producers 
kept the musical off the screen before now. 

In the early years, Lloyd Webber said, one 

+ of the main reasons he. wanted to do the 

movie (to put the show in frontof people who 
‘couldn't afford Broadway) became one of the 
‘main reasons he couldn't do the movie. 
. "So many of the producers said they 
‘wouldn't do it if there was a movie," he said. 
^t would have been a tremendous disincs 
ztive for them, So the movie was put on ice.” 


7 


ATEN 


ROBERT BLAKE'S plea “wasn't urgent” 


2 AT MIDNIGHT tonight, residents 
"E: of Manila and other parts of the 
metropolis will be treated to a 
spectacular fireworks display at 
the Roxas Boulevard Baywalk. 

Manila Mayor Lito Atienza, 
who will lead the countdown to 
2005, said the fireworks display, 


IN MAKATI, five-star hotels and 
leading establishments join the 
city’s own New Year's Eve Count- 

+ down party tonight, 

Partygoets can savor the зре- 

7 clalties of Dusit Hotel, Hotel in- 
terCon, Mandarin Hotel, Manila 
Peninsula, New World Hotel, 
Shangri-La Makati, Boboli, Café 

„|; Havana, Café Mediterranean, 


to. 


Hut, 


KONG—Hollywood 
stars Jackie Chan and Chow 
Yun-fat are headlining a string 
of Hong Kong celebrity dona- 
tions to earthquake and tsun: 

mi relief efforts in southem 


which is expected to last at least 
half an hour, is a special New 
Years treat from the city govem- 
ment and GMA Network. 

А giant stage has been set up 
at the Rajah Sulayman Park in 
Malate across the Roxas Boule- 
verd Baywalk where GMA-7 


Hotels, restos, shops join Makati dusk-till-dawn countdown 


Cleos Vanity, Cocina Provencal, 
El Comedor, 
У Bar, Powerbooks Live, Stylet- 


‘There will also be food booths 
from Don Henricos, Dunkin’ 
Donuts, 
Rogers, KFC, Мавоов, Max's, 
Mister Donut, Nacho King, Pizza 

Quickly, 


to the Unit 


SHow 
STOPPER 


Replacement 
"Anna and 


іп HK$500,000 (US$64,000) 
dren’s Fund, or Unicef, the 


group said in a statement. 
Chow, who starred in "The 


НК5200,000 (US$25,600) to 


ед Nations Chil- 
Wednesday. 


t Killers” and 
the King,” gave 


а disaster relief fund set up by the Apple 
Daily, the mass-market paper reported 


Also donating to the newspapers 
fund was Stephen Chow, who directed 
and starred in the comedy "Shaolin 
Soccer” Pop stars Leon Lai and Andy 
Lau joined the actor in donating 


paper sai, 


HK$200,000 (US$25,600) each, the 


"Even though this disaster ‘didn’t 


AFANTASTIC document is how composer Andrew Lloyd Webber sees the film version. 


He said his actors, directors and 
other colleagues also urged him to 
keep "Phantom" in Ше realm of live 
theater. Otherwise the millions who 
traveled to see the thousands of per- 
formances might have saved money 
by going to the multiplex or video 
store instead. 

“Everybody was sort of begging 
that the movie wouldn't go ahead," 


he said. “At the time [that] did make 
sense, to be honest. It was not a good 
idea" 


Tangled ties 
Lloyd Webber maintained his inter- 
estin the film, and at one point after 
the stage show was several years old, 
there was talk of a film version star- 
ring Brightman and Antonio Ba 


deras. But when Lloyd Webber and 
Brightman divorced, the projects le- 
gal and emotional ties became ќап- 
gled. 

“It was sort of their baby” Schu- 
macher said. “He says it's his most 
personal work.” 

Brightman, whom Lloyd Webber 
met when she was a performer in 
“Cats,” inspired his crafting of the 


happen in Hong Kong, it happened on 
the Earth we live on,” Apple Daily quot- 
ed Lau as saying. "We should not be dis- 
tinguished by race and national bound- 
aries right now.” 


JOEL 
‘SCHUMACHER 
(right) has coaxed 
the ghostly hero and 
his muse off the 
stage. 


young diva Christine, who is caught up in the 
teaching and music of the mysterious phan- 
tom—who prefers to stay behind the scenes. 

‘There have been an estimated 65,000 per- 
formances of the show in 18 countries—each 
‘one evaporates except in memory. A film 
would be, in Lloyd Webber's words, “a fantas- 
ticdocument.” 

“The most exciting thing about it,” he said, 
"is to feel that this one is a version of the stage 
show that, | hope, will be around forever.” АР 


‘Baretta’ actor smiled, laughed before his 
wife was shot dead, says restaurant owner 


LOS ANGELES—Robert Blake laughed 
and smiled as he dined with his wife the 
night she was shot, the restaurants 
owner testified at the “Baretta” stars 
murder trial. 

Bonny Lee Bakley was shot May 4, 
2001, after dining at Vitello's restaurant 
in Blake's Studio City neighborhood. 

Blake maintains he left Bakley in the 
car to go back into Vitello's to retrieve а 
handgun he carried for protection and 
returned to find her bleeding. 

Vitello's co-owner Joe Restivo said 
Wednesday he did not see Blake come 
back to get а gun, bur noted he was 
busy with takeout orders. Eventually Не 
saw Blake return, in distress and look- 
ing fora doctor. 

“He was out of it. He was in hysterics. 
He was saying, ‘We need help,’ or 
‘Somebody hurt my lady.” Restivo said. 


zon. 


irma, Gerry's Grill, and Zagu. The 
enue. 

‘The Makati 
Countdown is 


Greenwich, Kenny 


Shakeys, Tia 


stars and other celebrities will 
be performing. To lead the 
countdown with Atienza is 
GMA-7 top honcho Felipe Go- 


‘The fireworks display will be 
aired live on GMA-7. 
Forsafety'ssake, the fireworks 


Maria’s, Wendy's, Yellow Cab, 


up along Paseo de Roxas Av 


street party that will feature a 
fireworks display and а laser 
lights show. The world'd best py- 
rotechnicians are putting up the 


Blake, 71, is charged with murder, Iy- 
ing in wait and soliciting two stuntmen 
to murder Bakley, 44. If convicted, 
could spend the rest of his life in prisa 
The trial recessed until Jan. 4. 

A doctor testified he heard the actor. 
calling out that his wife was bleeding 
and needed help, but seid did not offer 
assistance because he thought the 
Blake's cries were insincere. 

Hospital administrator Dr. James 
Michael McCoy said he and a friend 
were walking nearby when they heard a 
man shouting for help and banging on 
the door of a home. McCoy did 
know the man was the famous actor. 


Something wrong 

“I heard а man's voice calling, Help, 
my wife is bleeding!” McCoy said, "The 
first impression I had is it was not a call 


The stre 


booths will be set 
Makati event. 


There will also be perfor- 
тапсев by top rock acts Parokya 
Bamboo, 
Nadal, Ella Mae Saison, Barbie's 
Cradle, Sandwich, Asin, Кар- 
atid, Sponge Cola, Caml 
Itchyworms, Imago, Sugarfree, 


New Year's Eve 


а dusk-to-dawn ni Edgar, 


will be launched from a barge 
anchored in Manila Bay. 

of Roxas Boule- 
vard from P Burgos up to Vito 
Cruz will be closed to vehicular 
traffic starting at 3 p.m. today 
and will be converte 
venue for a huge outdoor parry. 


fireworks display, which they 
have prepared especially for the 


for help. 1 thought maybe this was a 
home-invasion robbery 

The doctor said he steered his wom- 
ап friend across the street to take shel- 
ter under a large tree. “Something 
didn't seem right.” 

Deputy District Attorney Shellie 
Samuels asked McCoy if his response 
маз due to the man’s demeanor. 

“It didn't have an element of dis- 
tress,” McCoy said. “It seemed more ca- 
Joling. 1 felt there was something wrong 
going on and it would be better to be 
safe rather than to be exposed.” 

McCoy said that within minutes he 
saw the man who had been shouting go 
into Vitello's and then saw people run 
out of the restaurant. 

On cross-examination by defense 
lawyer M. Gerald Schwartzbach, Mc- 
Coy said even then he did not offer to 


‘would be open for business. 


into a 


Kitchie 


Makati, 


Atienza said the restaurants 
and cafes along the Baywalk 


“People can come as early as 
three in the afternoon,” the may- 
or said. “They can watch the 
beautiful Manila Bay sunset, 
have dinner later at the Baywalk 


Orange & Lemon, Snafu Rigor & 
the AB 60's Band, event hosts 
Ryan Agoncillo and Tony Gonza- 
за, and Trish and John Hendrix. 

The Makati New Years Eve 
Countdown is presented by 
Makati Mayor Jejomar С. Binay 
and the City Government of 


Binay said tonight's event will 


help. He said he was told а nurse was 
present and later was told the man had 
agun. 

‘Asked why he did not think Blake's 
cries were urgent, the witness said, “In- 
tonation and context create the sense of 
urgency" 

“Isn't it your view that people react in 
all kinds of ways to emergencies?” 
asked Schwartzbach. 

“Yes, that's correct,” McCoy said. 

Medical examiner Dr. Jeffrey Gut- 
stadt said his investigation of, Bakley’s 
wounds indicated the shooter was more 
than 1 1/2 feet away, and both wounds 
were fatal. 

“It would not be an instantaneous 
death,” Gutstadt said, suggesting it 
would have taken three to 15 minutes 
for Bakley to die but there was little that 
paramedics could do, AP 


Fireworks launched from Manila Bay at midnight tonight 


and enjoy the performances we 
have lined up with GMA-7." 
Since Atienza became mayor 
of Manila in 1998, the city gov- 
ernment has been hosting fire- 
works displays along Roxas 
Boulevard on special occasions, 
especially New Years Day. 


be the start of an annual celebra- 
tion, 

"The city government has also 
organized games and will raffle 
off prizes, Magicians, jugglers, 
fire eaters, clowns and acrobats | 
will give away party items. 

‘The celebration will start at 5 
p.m. and end at 3 a.m, tomor- 
Tow. 
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